
Y8 Greater Depth Extended Project  

This Info Pack is to tell you a little more about the Year 8 Greater Depth Extended Project. 
This is a unit on the Virtual Curriculum. To take the unit, please register it on the Virtual 
Curriculum. You can read more here first and also print this document off to help you if 

you wish. 
The Greater Depth Extended Project is a fantastic opportunity to extend your learning by 
studying a topic that you have a particular interest in. There are lots of different areas that 
you could research – some are linked to particular subjects you may study in school; some 
are about current affairs and some are linked to social and moral issues. There’s lots to 
choose from! You could even choose an area/topic to focus on and explore a question that 
you have created yourself based on thorough research. When you have decided on a 
question you want to research, you then need to think about all possible sides of the 
question. What would different people think? What are the opposing viewpoints? These 
are the aspects that you need to research and explain in detail, using evidence, data and 
statistics where possible. You then have to present your findings and come to a final 
conclusion as to what you think is your ‘answer’ to the question you are studying. 

Completing the GD Extended Project is a chance for you to be independent in your learning. 
It will hopefully provide you with a challenge and broaden your thinking. You can research 
and form your project in any way that you see fit. This could be a report, a PowerPoint, an 
essay as well as a whole range of other ways to present your findings. You’ll find more 
information about this as you read on. 

This style of project is often used in A-level courses and by universities to demonstrate key 
skills such as independent learning and researching. If you have a go at the GD Extended 
Project now, it will help you greatly for the future and get you used to this type of learning, 
so that when you have to undertake this at High School, you’ll know exactly what to do! 
This project is also a unique opportunity for you to showcase your passion for a particular 
topic.  

The aim of the research project is to help you to develop a range of valuable skills and 
attributes, including: 

• deeper knowledge and understanding of the chosen subject area 
• planning, organisation and time management skills 
• independence when working and academic initiative  
• problem-solving skills 
• finding and evaluating resources 
• critical thinking and analytical skills 
• presentation and evaluation  

Above all, the Extended Project is here to challenge you and to push your progress above 
and beyond what you might be achieving in school already. So let’s find out a little more! 

  



What does the Extended Project involve? 

If you’re not quite sure what the project will involve, take a look at the guidance below. 
This will take you step-by-step through each of the tasks and help you to understand how 

to organise your project. You can print this to help you to keep track of your progress. 

The first, blue section deals with selecting and researching your project. The green section deals with the 
layout and how to organise your work. 

Task Explanation 
Done 
(tick) 

Choosing a 
Topic 

Choose an area that interests you. Decide on a title for your project, 
which should ideally be in the form of a question. Then think about 
the aims of your project. What are you trying to find out? What are 
the issues that need to be discussed? 

 

Deciding how 
you will present 
your project 

How do you want to present your project to people? You could do 
one of the following: an essay, a report, an information booklet, a 
display, a model, a PowerPoint, a Video Blog/Pod Cast/Film etc. You 
need to think about what will best suit your particular topic. 

 

Planning and 
Research 

Plan out what you are going to do in your project (see below for help 
with structure). Start to research information for your project on the 
internet or in any books you may have at home. 

 

Section 1  
Introduction 

Explain what your project is going to be about. What is the topic? 
Why have you picked it? Why are you interested in this area? What 
are you trying to find out? 

 

Section 2 
Viewpoint 1 

Explain one side of the argument. Give examples or evidence to 
support your points. You should go into detail, using source material 
to help you explain fully. 

 

Section 3  
Viewpoint 2 

Explain the opposite side (or sides) of the argument. Give examples 
or evidence to support your points. What alternative theories or 
viewpoints are there? 

 

Section 4 
Stats, data and 
relevant info 

Is there anything else you would like to include in your project that 
you have found? Are there any statistics, diagrams, quotes, 
viewpoints, ideas, etc. that you need to include? Think about what is 
relevant to your particular topic. If it’s not relevant, don’t add it. Be 
selective! 

 

Section 5  
Conclusion 

Evaluate the different arguments you have discussed and conclude 
your project by giving your opinion and what you think. 

 

Section 6  
Bibliography 

 

Include a biography (a list of websites/books/magazines you have 
used to help you). Keep this simple – just write the name of book, 
magazine or the website address, and the author of the text. This is 
an important part of the project as it shows that you have actually 
read source material (but not copied it!) and shows you’ve used it to 
inform your project. 

 

 

  



What will your teacher be looking for?  

Your marker will be looking for a range of points when they assess your Extended 
Research Project. Take a look at the table below to help you. You can also print this out to 

self-assess your work to see where you might need to make improvements.  

Feedback Area Explanation Self-
assessment  

Knowledge and 
Understanding 
of the Topic 

Do you show knowledge and understanding of 
the topic you have chosen? How well do you 
show a knowledge and understanding of the 
arguments surrounding your topic? 

 

Reasoning Skills Do you give clear and well-argued responses 
when discussing the arguments? Do you 
evaluate these responses and say what you 
think about them? Do you express your own 
opinion in a clear and well-argued way? 

 

Research Skills Is it clear that you have spent time researching 
the information for your project? Do you have 
lots of different viewpoints about your chosen 
topic? Does your bibliography show a number of 
websites/books/magazines that you have used? 

 

Literacy Skills Is your spelling and grammar good? Is your 
writing punctuated correctly? Do you include 
key words associated with the topic (semantic 
field)? Have you used good vocabulary? Do you 
sound like an expert? 

 

Presentation Is your work clearly presented? Is it neat and 
tidy? Have you managed to present your 
information creatively? Have you organised it 
well into sections? 

 

Effort Does your project show that you have made a 
good effort? Are you proud of what you have 
achieved? 

 

You can self-assess your progress using the final column. The method is up to you – you 

could give yourself a score out of 5 or perhaps use emoji faces  

Remember, if you don’t feel you have scored very well in an area, this means you need to 
improve it! Don’t just leave it – to get Greater Depth, it has to be strong throughout. 

  



What can I do my Project about? 

You can choose almost anything to focus on for your project. If you are struggling, here 
are a few ideas! You can also choose your own specific area of study as long as it forms a 

question that you can research more than one opinion for. 

How did the dinosaurs die out? 
 

Should fox hunting be allowed? 

Should animal or human cloning be allowed? Should we grow and eat genetically engineered 
food? 

Should we keep animals in zoos? Is it too late to stop global warming from 
happening? 

Should the school leaving age be raised? 
 

Are Religion and Science always in conflict? 

Should people be allowed to smoke in public 
places? 

Should the UK have left the EU? 

Is it possible to stop poverty around the world? 
 

Should Siamese twins be separated? 

Is the internet a good thing? 
 

Was Henry VIII right? 

Is the death penalty a good idea? 
 

Should animal testing be allowed? 

Is plastic a good or a bad thing? 
 

Are we alone in the universe? 

Is text-speak and the use of emojis ruining the 

English language? 

Should all nuclear weapons be decommissioned? 

Is Artificial Intelligence a good or a bad thing? 
 

Can we ever have peace between nations? 

Should the press be allowed to write gossip about 
famous people? 

Do violent computer games encourage violence in 
children? 

Does gaming help or hinder the growth, social skills 

and intelligence of young people? 

Is society today still male dominated or are 
females treated equally? 

Should Banksy be considered an artist or a vandal? Are all the best sports managers and coaches ex-
sports players? 

Should limits be placed on technology, and if so, to 
what extent? 

Are computers more reliable workers than 
humans? 

Is the Internet a good or a bad thing? 
 

Is it right to colonise other planets? 

Should stolen historical artefacts be returned? Is it better to have the NHS or a private healthcare 
system? 

 

Remember – this is a RESEARCH PROJECT. You shouldn’t just write your own opinions. 
You have to actually research the question and find out about each side of the debate. 

You will need to explain each different viewpoint in detail and also give facts and figures 
and data that goes with each viewpoint. This should take you quite a long time – it's not 

something that you can do in an evening! 

  



Frequently Asked Questions  

I can’t think of a question, can I have some help?  

Please take a look at the suggested ideas in this information pack. Be sure to choose something that 
interests you! If you want to create your own question but you’re not sure if it is suitable, ask Miss James!         

Email: rjames@stb-magnificat.org.uk 

How much do I do?  

This is up to you! Do as much as you feel you need to do to fully explore the question. Each student will be 
different so don’t compare yourself to others. Your project should be detailed enough that it shows your 
Greater Depth status and shows that you have fully researched and analysed the question. As long as you 

have done your best that is all we ask for! 

What is your best advice on recording information?  

Make sure you put everything into your own words. DO NOT copy and paste things from the internet. Also 
make sure that you keep your notes neat and tidy and in sections.  

What is a Bibliography?  
A bibliography is a list of books or websites you may have used. So, for example, if I have used the BBC 

Bitesize Website and Stephen Hawking’s book, I would write out:  
Website Name - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize  Author - BBC  
Book Name: A Brief History of Time     Author: Stephen Hawking 

 

I am not sure how to even start to do this? Any advice?  

Start by deciding on a question that interests you. There is no timescale to the project, so you can take a 
while to choose what you want to do. Then follow the guidance in the table entitled ‘What does the 

Extended Project involve?’. That will help to give you some structure. 

What exactly will my teacher be looking for when I hand the project in?  

Take a look at the table which explains what you will receive feedback on. There is a list of things such as 
your knowledge and understanding, literacy skills, reasoning skills, presentation etc. Bear in mind that this 

is a Greater Depth project, so your work needs to reflect this! 

Where do I send my completed Extended Project to?  

Please email your completed project to the following address: extendedproject@stb.magnificat.org.uk 

Can I do the Extended Project on paper if I don’t have access to a computer? 

Yes! Just please make sure that it is clearly organised and that your writing is legible. 

I am still a little bit stuck with this, where can I go to for help?  
Please email Miss James and ask for some help and guidance. We are always here to support you! 

Email: rjames@stb.magnificat.org.uk 
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