
 
What is the purpose of our History Curriculum? 

How does History promote the spiritual development of each child: 

Throughout our History Curriculum, we have many opportunities to reflect on our Catholic Values and spiritual 
development as we apply them not only to ourselves but to people and events in history. 
Pupils are encouraged to perform in God’s image and be generous with their efforts and talents. As pupils evaluate 
important events and decisions, that have formed our world into what it is today, they can decide for themselves 
what is right and wrong and compare past actions to how God calls us to be, and to do. 
Within our school’s ethos, pupils are encouraged to grow and develop in their own faith journeys and practice.  
The caring and supportive nature of our school enables them to grow academically, morally, emotionally and 
socially and our History lessons have a part in that.  
What is the intent of the History curriculum? 

St. Bede’s History curriculum has been designed in collaboration with our MAC schools to establish consistency 
and flow across pupil’s transition throughout their school education. Our aim at St. Bede’s is to make sure all 
pupils gain the knowledge and love for learning in our history lessons so that they can extend their learning 
through their traditions and into their futures. The intent of our history curriculum is to develop each child as a 
whole person. 
It is important that we learn from events in history to develop our own sense of empathy and understanding of 
other cultures, conflicts and progressions. Pupils discover developmental changes throughout history in Britain 
and how they affect the world we know today. There is also the opportunity to look wider around the world and to 
see how history elsewhere has its influence on us; for example, slave trade and segregation in America, different 
cultures and religions practiced around the world and at different times. 

 How does the History support the broader development of the child? 

In History, pupils grow to be grateful for their blessing each day when learning about people who struggled in the 
past and formed the world we have today. In doing this they become generous with their own gifts and blessings 
to understand and help others by practicing attentive reflection. Pupils also act compassionately as they 
comprehend how different generations had to be discerning to make decisions to create movements in history. 
This gives pupils the opportunity to reflect on their own morals and emotional development as they become 
curious in these decisions that shaped our world. Pupils explore their British values by learning about Britain’s 
changes in democracy and law under different leaders and beliefs. 
The history curriculum at St. Bede’s is well differentiated. There is opportunity for every child to access the 
learning objectives and outcomes. The broad and balanced nature of the curriculum allows pupils to utilise their 
strengths to achieve targets, which all pupils can thrive and grow with. Learning what has previously happened in 
the world and what we have learnt from it is an essential skill to progressing. 

How does History link to other subjects at St Bede’s? 
There are many cross curricular links within History at St. Bede’s. In KS3 English lessons, pupils study WWI poetry 
and look into life in the trenches. They also discover how people were discriminated against during WWII and the 
Holocaust though the novel ‘Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’. In Year 7, pupils read ‘Journey to Jo’burg’ where they 
explore segregation and race which will help understanding when studying the African-American Slave Trade. 
Due to the broad and balanced content and outcomes, history can include many parts of different lessons; from 
Medieval football rules compared to their PE lessons today to fighting for human rights and exploring stereotyping 
and discrimination like in our SMSVC curriculum. 
Religious Education has a strong link with history, especially as we explore the development of the church. How 
Vikings invaded our monasteries, Kings and Queens fought for religions and even invented new religions by 
making changes to suit themselves. Lessons include our Catholic Virtues throughout the curriculum, inviting pupils 
to develop their spiritual and cultural growth. 
 

 


