
 
                                                            What is the purpose of our RE Curriculum? 

How does RE promote the spiritual development of each child: 

As we are a Catholic school, the RE curriculum is central to the whole school and underpins all teaching 
throughout the school. Our RE curriculum takes every opportunity to develop and promote every pupil’s spiritual 

development through the use of the Diocesan schemes of work at Key Stage 2 ‘Learning and growing as the People 
of God’ and the Catholic Curriculum directory at Key Stage 3. We also implement the Catholic Pupil Profile within 
the department to allow all pupils the opportunity to understand their own faith and to ensure that they are well 
rounded citizens. The RE curriculum fully informs the Catholic Life of the school as we are able to explore God’s 

and Jesus’ teachings throughout the subject and this further helps to develop and enhance each individual’s 
spirituality. Opportunities for reflection are consistent within every lesson to ensure that we are able to enhance 

our faith journey and reflect on how the lesson has impacted on our own understanding and spirituality, as well as 
having the opportunity to think about how we can show this in our everyday lives. 

What is the intent of the RE curriculum? 
We are a Catholic school and we are committed to the Catholic Faith, recognising and valuing every individual as 

special and unique in the image and likeness of God. Religious Education at St. Bede’s respects and promotes each 
child’s innate capacity for wonder, awe, reverence and spirituality. Our Religious Education curriculum leads our 
children to aspire not to have more, but to be more; children are taught about God’s love; they learn about their 
Christian responsibilities; children are provided with experiences of church, Catholic and Christian traditions, as 
well as being taught to be respectful and understanding of people and traditions from other faith backgrounds. 

Through Religious Education our children learn about their unique place within the home, school and parish 
community. 

The RE Curriculum at St Bede’s aims to ensure a fluid transition from First schools within the MAC and to High 
School. This ensured through consistent and regular collaborative meetings and planning with First schools and 

the High school within our MAC. This enables planning to be robust and shows a progression in knowledge, 
understanding as well as spiritual development for every child. Furthermore, GCSE topics are introduced within 

year 8 giving pupils a strong foundation and scaffolding knowledge of key elements of the GCSE syllabus, for when 
they enter High school, which can then be built upon. 

Furthermore, the RE curriculum has been structured and organised so that relevant topics are taught at key points 
within the Liturgical calendar, as well as key events within the year. An example of this is the teaching of Judaism 
within the first half of the Spring term, which links with Holocaust Memorial Day on the 27th January. However, 

careful consideration has gone into the curriculum to also support and enhance the teaching across all curriculum 
areas within the school. For Example, with Judaism in the first half of the spring term, this also supports the 

teaching of ‘The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’ novel within Year 8. Also, there is a strong focus on the enhancement 
of Literacy and Numeracy skills within RE, as well as a whole school focus, again to help enhance the use of these 

skills across all areas of school. 

How does the RE support the broader development of the child? 

Religion and beliefs inform the values and are reflected in what we say and how we behave. RE at St Bede’s is an 
important subject in itself, developing an individual’s knowledge and understanding of the religions and beliefs 
which form part of contemporary society. The Religious education curriculum provokes challenging questions 

about the ultimate meaning and purpose of life, beliefs about God, the self and the nature of reality, issues of right 
and wrong, and what it means to be human. It can develop pupils’ knowledge and understanding of Christianity, of 

other principal religions, other religious traditions and worldviews that offer answers to questions such as these. 
Learning about and from religions and beliefs, through the distinct knowledge, understanding and skills contained 
in RE within a broad-based curriculum, is essential to achieving the aims of preparing pupils for the opportunities, 

responsibilities and experiences in later life. Exploring the concepts of religion and belief and their roles in the 
spiritual, moral and cultural lives of people in a diverse society helps individuals develop moral awareness and 

social understanding. 
RE at St Bede’s plays an important role in preparing pupils for adult life, employment and lifelong learning. It helps 

children and young people become successful learners, confident individuals and responsible citizens. It gives 
them the knowledge, skills and understanding to discern and value truth and goodness, strengthening their 

capacity for making moral judgements and for evaluating different types of commitment to make positive and 
healthy choices. 

RE makes an important contribution to a school’s duty to promote community cohesion. It provides a key context 
to develop young people’s understanding and appreciation of diversity, to promote shared values and to challenge 
racism and discrimination. The RE subject matter gives particular opportunities to promote an ethos of respect for 



 

others, challenge stereotypes and build understanding of other cultures and beliefs. This contributes to promoting 
a positive and inclusive school ethos that champions democratic values and human rights. 

How does RE link to other subjects at St Bede’s? 

RE is at the heart of our ethos at St Bede’s with curriculum links across the school. RE sits within the HART Faculty, 
but is seen as one of the CORE subjects within school. When planning the RE curriculum we have at how this fit in 
to our whole school vision, then linked with subjects in the HART faculty and then explored explicit links between 

subjects across school. Through collaborative planning we have ensured that the Catholic Pupil Profile is 
embedded within each subject and their lessons, as well as links to Catholic Social Teaching which is taught as a 
stand-alone unit within RE. This is to ensure a clear knowledge and understanding of the principles of Catholic 

Social Teaching in the context of the wider world and not just within an RE lesson. 
Furthermore, when planning the RE curriculum we have liaised with heads of department within other subject 

areas across the school to see whether RE could be linked with the teaching within that department to help pupil 
with continuity of learning and use of skills. For example, with the teaching of Judaism in Year Spring 1, we have 

made sure that this is linked to art, where they also look at Judaism and Jewish artwork. This enables pupils to use 
their knowledge and understanding of the religious views and worship from their RE lessons and use this to 

enhance their understanding and interpretation of Jewish artwork in their Art lessons. We have also linked units 
within Year 5 with art, where pupils look at the story of creation in the book of Genesis. This links with Art, 

because they focus on drawing natural forms within their lessons. 

 


