
 

What is the purpose of our KS3 English Curriculum? 

How does KS3 English promote the spiritual development of each child? 

The KS3 English Curriculum reflects the Catholic Virtues, which we follow in St. Bede`s Catholic Middle 
School and across the MAC, in all its SOWs across Y7 and Y8. The varied curriculum gives pupils relevant 
opportunities to develop and promote their spiritual development as they explore different topics in 
each term and have a plenty of valuable opportunities to discuss their findings with the rest of the school 
community. Pupils have got many opportunities for reflection of their learning and for promoting the 
Catholic Virtues in their everyday life as well as they are given opportunities to act in God`s image by 
making faith-gilled, wise and discerning decisions when studying serious topics, such as discrimination, 
racism and prejudice in various literary works of many famous authors or historical fact files 
 

What is the intent of the KS3 English curriculum? 

The KS3 English Curriculum in St. Bede`s Catholic Middle School ensure a smooth transformation of 
reading and writing key skills from KS2 to KS3 and leading towards GCSEs in KS4. This is possible through 
a close cooperation with first schools and high schools, mainly St. Augustine`s. More precise and 
collaborative work with St. Augustine`s enables the KS3 English Curriculum to be more developed and 
more relevant to pupils who are given many opportunities to greatly develop their reading and writing 
skills which are closely related to new GCSE expectations and specifications for English Language and 
Literature. Pupils are offered variety of topics and genres to study which are closely linked with the main 
topics and genres they will be studying in KS4 English which give them a solid base of key skills to build 
on in their high school.  
The topics have been sequenced in such a way to allow pupils to develop their reading and writing skills 
in greater depth to reflect new more targeted skills in GCSE English Literature and Language Exams. The 
SOWs contain many literary works of various authors (contemporary or traditional) which challenge 
pupils` understanding of the world, social issues (e.g. racism, discrimination) and their own personal 
values. Pupils have got many opportunities to develop their writing skills by studying closely different 
styles of writing (formal and informal) as well as exploring different types of writing, e.g. travel writing, 
creative writing, descriptive writing, etc. These different opportunities offer pupils to be more prepared 
for their transition to high schools as well as they set a solid base for their life skills. Overall, the focus of 
the study in KS3 English ensures broad and balanced curriculum.  
 

How does the KS3 English support the broader development of the child? 

In KS3 English, we aim to develop pupil`s understanding of the world around them by studying many 
topics which are linked to environmental, racial or prejudice issues. Pupils are encouraged to discuss 
these issues, deepen their own knowledge by questioning and come up to valid conclusions based on 
their own values and opinions. Teachers maintain high level of questioning (closed or open questions) in 
all lessons and encourage their pupils to be curious about the topics as well as be responsible for their 
own actions and decisions. Furthermore, in reading, pupils are encouraged to read variety of texts to 
deepen and broaden their knowledge of many social issues and conflicts (e.g. WW1 and 2) by looking at 
a wide range of fiction and non-fiction novels, texts or extracts. The KS3 English reading approach 
includes independent reading and reading for pleasure, using variety of books available in the school 
library via Accelerated reading. In this way, pupils have got opportunities to be in charge of their own 
learning and exploring the world around them through the eyes of different authors and different 
genres.  
In writing, pupils are challenged to apply the writing skills and knowledge studied in lessons in their own 
pieces of writing which then reflect not only their level of maturity and imagination, but also the level of 
formality which is required for the type of writing they are required to produce. Many tasks and activities 
are closely linked with the GCSE specifications and require pupils to be more considerate, attentive and 
accurate. All pupils` hard work is appreciated and valued in lessons. 



 

Pupils have got many opportunities to reflect on their learning though peer and self-assessment which 
play a crucial part in building pupils` self-confidence and faith in their own skill and abilities. Pupils are 
made aware of their strengths, weaknesses and the key skills which are required for life moving forward 
to consider when pursuing a career as well as we aim to develop pupils` understanding of their pathways 
and vocations by reinforcing the importance of English in their future life. 
 
How does KS3 English link to other subjects at St Bede’s? 

KS3 English, as a subject, sits within the Language and Communication faculty. In History, inference and 
deduction skills are used when exploring more difficult historical texts and accounts. Moreover, pupils 
use different writing styles when producing different types of writing, e.g. diary entries, letters, poems, 
etc. to reflect what they have learned in particularly History lessons.  
In Geography, pupils are often involved in whole class discussions and teacher`s skilful questioning is 
used to deepen pupils` knowledge as well as their curiosity about how the world around them works. 
Pupils are asked to use their key skills to write to explain, describe or persuade in their work. In Science, 
pupils are encouraged to use more sophisticated and subject-specific vocabulary as well as more formal 
style of writing which they are taught in KS3 English lessons. 
 In RE lessons, pupils use similar analytical skills as in KS3 English lesson when analysing different literary 
texts, Bible or different extracts. They have to be able to evaluate texts accurately and to express 
themselves their findings clearly through using the key method of Point, Evidence and Explanation.  
 
 
 

 


