
 

What is the purpose of our Art Curriculum? 

How does Art promote the spiritual development of each child: 
"12. In order to communicate the message entrusted to her by Christ, the Church needs art. Art must make 
perceptible, and as far as possible attractive, the world of the spirit, of the invisible, of God” (Pope John Paul II). 
Through our teaching of the Arts, we aim to create the very best Artists, Designers and Photographers. It is our 
intention to implement the Catholic Pupil Profile to develop enthusiastic learners of Art in order to fulfil their God-
given talents. The Arts takes every opportunity to offer a creative, ambitious and engaging curriculum which 
enthuse, motivate and inspire our pupils to enrich their spiritual development using the Catholic values and 
virtues. Furthermore, the Art curriculum is designed to allow pupils to understand their own faith which plays a 
valuable part in the education of our pupils at St Bede's Catholic Middle School and across the MAC. 

The ambitious Art curriculum encourages pupils to creatively express themselves through their artwork, with a 
means to engage with and understand the world around them and their relationship with it. Embedded in our 
broad and exhilarating Art curriculum is the exploration of the work of other artists and designers from a vast 
spectrum of backgrounds, genders, ethnicities and beliefs. The Art curriculum is designed to promote pupil’s 
willingness’ to be reflective about their own beliefs and their own experiences. Pupils will investigate visual, tactile 
and other sensory qualities of their own and others work; experiencing great admiration and respect for their 
peers’ work when they see the level of achievement and progress. Throughout the Art curriculum, pupils learn to 
become independent, adopt resilience and focus in applying their technical skills to projects that develop their 
self-expression in an appropriate manner. 

What is the intent of the Art curriculum? 
The Art department works within the Creative Arts faculty and is committed to building strong working 
relationships across all departments at St Bede's Catholic Middle School and across the MAC. The Art curriculum 
has been designed carefully in collaboration with our MAC schools to support pupils fully in their transition from 
reception, through middle and on to high school. The Art curriculum has been developed to ensure art is brought 
to life and inspires pupils to achieve and make progress from their first school, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, St 
Thomas More or St. Peter’s Catholic First School and gain transferrable skills for GCSE’s at St. Augustine’s Catholic 
High School & Sixth Form. 
 
The vibrant art department has the facilities to develop pupils’ creative curiosity allowing pupils to create work 
in a wide variety of media including a kiln for clay work and a fully equipped computer suite. Throughout 
pupil’s art journey, pupils can push the boundaries of their discipline by exploring new techniques in an inspiring, 
safe and supportive atmosphere.  
 
As a Platinum Artsmark school with Trinity Championship status, we are very proud that we can achieve 
qualifications for pupils in the arts; for example, all year 8 pupils take part in the Bronze Arts Award through 
curriculum time in music and art lessons. Selected pupils are invited to take part in the Silver Arts Award. We have 
strong links with the schools’ three feeder primary schools and deliver workshops to year 4 pupils which allow 
them to achieve the Discover Arts Award before arriving at St Bede's Catholic Middle School in year 5. The 
ambitious Art curriculum also aims to work to the individual needs of pupils allowing all pupils to develop key 
skills, knowledge and techniques that provides a sound platform for pupils to make the necessary progress 
towards Key Stage 4. 
 
The Art curriculum is built to build confidence, stretch and encourage pupils to take ownership of their work, 
giving pupils the opportunity to explore a range of starting points for practical work. For example, pupils explore 
both digital and non-digital media, including photography and sculpture. Skills developed in Key Stage 3 also 
include; drawing, painting, printmaking and artist analysis. The overall emphasis will be on enhancing pupils’ skills 
in preparation for GCSES, as well as developing core transferable skills, such as collaboration and 
communication. 

How does the Art’s support the broader development of the child? 
At St Bede's Catholic Middle School, the Art curriculum encourages pupils to widen their contextual knowledge as 
well as expressing their own identity and style.  Within the Arts curriculum all pupils are given the opportunity to: 

• Develop their own personal style and approach when making a piece of creative work 

• Challenge themselves and think about the world they live in 

• Express their ideas, beliefs, traditions and opinions about their sense of self and identity 



 

• Develop an ability to communicate their thoughts, feelings and opinions using the language of art, music 
and drama 

• Develop a deeper appreciation of the world around them, seeing new and innovative ways of interpreting 
it 

• Generate original artwork 

• Develop a knowledge and appreciation of artists, musicians, actors, designers and crafts peoples work 
from the past and present 

• Make critical judgements clearly and reasonably about their own and others work 

• Evaluate their on-going practice, engage with and consider other people’s work 

• Accept praise and criticism equally and fairly as a positive experience 

• Work successfully as part of groups, in collaboration with other artists, organisations and communities 

• Exhibit, show and share what they have done as an individual or in collaboration with others 

• Explore the Arts through other cultures and welcome diversity 
 
Beyond the Arts Curriculum itself we have extra-curricular activities run at lunchtime with an open-door policy. It 
is our mission to consolidate the learning that takes place in art lessons, introduce new skills and techniques and 
challenge and stretch pupils. For example, pupils have the opportunity to work on canvas, create large paintings, 
sculptures and enhance their photography skills. The extra-curricular activities also involve cross curricular projects 
such as the school production and banners for sports day. In addition, pupils can also explore their own ideas to 
create their artwork. Pupils can also discuss classwork and receive one to one support. 
 
Furthermore, displaying art around the school is extremely important. We aim to display pupils art work as 
professionally as possible. These displays are an essential part of the art teaching strategy. We feel everyone can 
learn to create art and everyone can learn to understand and appreciate art. 

How does Art link to other subjects at St Bede’s? 
The Art department works within the Creative HARTS faculty, which is made up of foundation subjects Music, 
Art, History, Geography, PE and RE. The Arts curriculum has been carefully designed to ensure topics link closely to 
a range of subjects to allow pupils to use their art skills to reflect on and explore topics in greater depth. For 
example, the Art and Music department work and deliver Arts Award and schemes of work through close 
collaboration in year 8, but also to maintain our excellent status in the country. The Arts curriculum also connects 
with English. For example, the Foundation group study both ‘Fantasy Stories and Space’ at the same time as their 
English lessons and during year 7, pupils will complete a project based on ‘Alter Egos’. Furthermore, year 8 pupils 
explore ‘Exploring Horror and Gothic stories’. The Arts curriculum also works alongside the Science and History 
department, the Foundation group will create their own volcanoes to support their Igneous rocks topic and pupils 
in year 8 are given the opportunity to study ‘World War II’ alongside their History lessons. The Art curriculum also 
links closely with Maths through all schemes by discussing measurements, geometric shapes, data sampling and 
questionnaires. 

The Art curriculum being such a spiritual subject, proudly has a strong links to RE throughout all year groups. Pupils 
explore a range of topics including, Advent, Lent and Holy week. Furthermore, the Art curriculum is designed to 
allow pupils to understand their own faith and other’s such as Hinduism and Islam. This structure allows pupils to 
develop knowledge and understanding of art, craft and design in historical and contemporary contexts, societies 
and cultures. 

 


