
 
What is the purpose of our Technology Curriculum? 

How does Technology promote the spiritual development of each child? 

 
The study of Technology provides pupils with an excellent opportunity to explore and develop their individual 
spirituality and faith. They follow a 4-stage process – Research, Design, Make and Evaluate. Throughout this 
process they are encouraged to use their spirituality and seek help from God to achieve their very best. Whether it 
be for inspiration in their design ideas, or for being discerning when they are designing, the Catholic Pupil Profile is 
strongly integrated into the subject. 
 

What is the intent of the Technology curriculum? 
 
At St Bede’s, our pupils’ Technology journey starts in Year 6, when we introduce them to a project that will 

supplement the end of Year 6 Art curriculum to help them to transition into Year 7 Technology lessons. 

The intent of Technology within the curriculum is to provide pupils with hands-on learning experience and life 
skills through textiles, food and nutrition and resistant materials lessons. 
In Year 7 Textiles, the pupils learn how to follow instructions to make a pencil/gadget case – using a combination 
of hand and machine sewing techniques. In Year 8, the pupils design and make their own soft toy, produce their 
own templates and gain confidence in hand and machine sewing. 
In Resistant materials, the pupils design and make their own keyrings and clocks out of acrylic in Year 7. They are 
taught how to use a variety of hand and bench mounted tools: all pupils can work safely and independently in this 
environment and many of the pupils thrive in taking ownership of different areas of their learning environment. 
The pupils also learn to use the sticker machine, engraver and 3D printer to customise their clocks. In Year 8, they 
research different type of wood carpentry joints and then hand craft a picture frame using them. Again, they use a 
variety of hand and bench mounted tools and develop better accuracy and skills by producing these joints. 
In Food Technology the pupils learn the vital life skill of understanding how to make a variety of healthy dishes. 
The learning follows a demonstration of how to make something and then the pupils go on to make it the week 
after. This includes foods such as puffy pastry plait, pizza, healthy desserts and savoury quiche. 
There has been a collaborative approach to planning the curriculum at St Bede’s. This has helped the subject by 
including elements of AQA GCSE DT into the scheme of work, as there are areas within the KS3 national curriculum 
which are similar. This ensures that there are gradual progressions in difficulty so that the pupils are developing 
their practical and KS3/GCSE knowledge. This happens across the 3 areas (RM, Textiles and Food) so that they are 
progressing across the subject. 
This is truly “a subject for everyone”, in that it provides a platform for all students to explore their own capabilities 
in the design and make world; skills which are used less and less in the modern day technological world, but have 
such a huge benefit to the pupil’s own wellbeing and the future work force of both Redditch and the wider area. 

How does Technology support the broader development of the child? 

 
The curriculum is constantly linked with the culture of Redditch as the students are reminded, in each subject 
area, how local industries would be using the skills that they are learning. As a practical subject, it helps to develop 
the student’s social and emotional well-being as they are taken away from the more academic subjects and able to 
design, make and evaluate something which they have created, often in collaboration with others. The pupils take 
extreme pride in their work, leading to a calm and productive atmosphere in the classrooms. 

How does Technology link to other subjects at St Bede’s? 

 
Technology has links with other subjects in the same faculty. Through Design and Technology, students are given 
repeated experience in measuring textiles and resistant materials, as well as weighing ingredients in Food 
Technology. This gives the students valuable, hands-on Maths learning experience. Within the design aspect of the 
lessons, the pupils use various art skills such as perspective and rendering using colour. We also look at 
sustainability, which is studied in Science and coding from Computing. 
Catholic Life is prevalent in Design and Technology. The virtues are interlinked within each subject and the 
students are reminded of the wider skills they are learning and how this applies to their Catholic Life. For example, 
being curious and active when learning how to handle the bench mounted tools; not to be scared to use them and 
to be guided with relevant support (either their teacher or a more able student). 
 
 



 
 


