
 

 

St Bede’s Catholic Middle School 

“We are God’s children working together to be our best in love, learning, service and worship.” 

Departmental Scheme of Work 

Curriculum Intent in English:  Our ambitious and enriching curriculum explores a wide range of genres and texts to 

develop children’s reading, writing, speaking and listening skills. It is designed to promote a life-long love of reading 

and to give all pupils the knowledge they need to succeed in life.  

 
 

Sequencing of 
the Curriculum 

Michaelmas 1 –CATCF, Lego and Adventure   

Michaelmas 2 – Adventure and Poetry 
Lent 1 – Non-fiction 

Lent 2 – Non-fiction  
Trinity 1 –Myths, Legends, and Fables 
Trinity 2 - Myths, Legends and Fables  

Progression 
Model 

What knowledge will pupils develop? (Including Key Terminology) What skills will pupils develop? (Including literacy and numeracy) 

• To explore the difference between fiction and non-fiction, 
focusing specifically on non-fiction and ‘Anne Frank’ by Josephine 
Poole and Angela Barrett.  

• To explore the differences between and analyse the features of 
biographies and autobiographies. 

• To explore the features of a debate and learn how to take part in a 
successful debate. 

• To plan and prepare a specific role within a whole-class debate, 
following the conventions that they have learned. 

• During this term, the children will also focus on reading 
comprehension skills and will be analysing their class read. 

• To explore different elements of SPaG, ensuring that they are 
aware of the terminology and function of different grammar 
terms.  

 

• They will retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction. 

• To distinguish between statements of fact and opinion. 

• They will ensure correct subject and verb agreement, distinguishing 
between language of speech and writing. 

• They will participate in presentations. 

• They will ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and 
knowledge. 

• They will maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative 
conversations. 

• They will participate in discussions, presentations and debates. 

• They will consider and evaluate different viewpoints. 

• They will recognise vocabulary and structures that are appropriate for 
formal speech and writing. 



Lesson Objectives 

• To understand the purpose of newspaper. 

• To understand the features of a newspaper. 

• To plan, draft and edit a newspaper report.  

• To understand the features of a debate. 

• To analyse a debate. 

• To prepare research for a debate. 

• To understand and use a range of persuasive 

techniques. 

• To prepare for a debate. 

• To take part in a debate. 

 

Core Text: ‘Anne Frank’ by Josephine Poole. 

 

Keywords 

Non-fiction, research, reports, facts, information, newspapers, headline, subline, main body, quotes, facts, 

opinions, bias, photographs, captions, rhetorical questions, debate, voice, tone, volume, intonation. 

 

Ideas of how parents can support children in this unit 

• Ensure that your child is regularly reading at home and that you are talking about what they have read to 
ensure that they understand it.  

• Quiz them on the various SPaG terms that they are learning. 

• When practising spellings, give your children more spellings with that particular spelling pattern to 
ensure that they understand the spelling rule. 

• Encourage your children to share the work that they have completed in class at home. All written drafts 
will be in their draft books. 

 

Marking/ Assessment of this unit 

• The newspapers will be written using traffic light punctuation and teacher assessed. 

• SPaG and reading work will be peer and self-assessed. 

 

Virtual Curriculum and Extension ideas 

• 20 minutes of reading each day. 

• Learning weekly spellings. 

• Access Spelling Shed as much as possible at home to practise spellings: 
https://www.spellingshed.com/en-gb/index.html 

• Exploring different genres of texts together. 

• Read a variety of non-fiction texts together. 

• Please contact your child’s English teacher for additional homework to be sent home. 

• VC – The Love of Reading, Greater Depth Writing, Invest in Yourself, Marketing Campaign 
 

  

https://www.spellingshed.com/en-gb/index.html


Catholic Ethos  

The pupils are eloquent and truthful as they develop their ability to articulate experiences that 

they have had and how they felt with integrity.  They are learned and wise as they educate 

others by giving facts, deciding which information is important and which is not. 

DEEPER-THINKING QUESTIONS: WHY ARE THE REPORTS FROM THE GOSPEL SO IMPORTANT TO 

US? DEBATE: IS IT DIFFICULT TO FOLLOW THE TEACHINGS OF JESUS IN MODERN DAY SOCIETY? 

SMSVC/ Personal Development 

The pupils will develop their social skills by learning to understand how to deal with 

conflict and use teamwork to listen and respond respectfully to a range of people and 

their ideas and if necessary, constructively challenge another point of view.  

 

Cross Curricular Links 

• RE: links to RE Y5, Spring 1 where children are 

also writing non-fiction pieces.  

• Art: Links to Art Y5, Spring 1 & 2, Birds, Insects 

and Reptiles - form their own opinions and ideas 

about the artwork. Research and present findings 

in art using an English-set differentiation success 

criteria.  

• History: links to Hist Y5 Autumn, Spring and 

Summer through non-fiction reading 

comprehension. Reading starters in history. 

• Science: links to Sci Y5 Spring 'Art of Living' unit 

as both explore report writing. 

• PE and English dept work closely together 

throughout year through PE's use of cross-

curricular questioning poster, created by English 

departments and through the promotion of 

writing match reports.  

British Values 

• Democracy – voicing opinions fluently 

• Tolerance – Listening to and valuing other 

viewpoints, developing empathy  

• Mutual respect for each other’s ideas  

• Individual Liberty – freedom to share ideas and 

gain confidence in doing this  

Careers 

Politician, Lawyers, Teacher, Police Officer, Report Writer 

(sport, science, media etc...).  

 


