
 

 
 

St Bede’s Catholic Middle School 

“We are God’s children working together to be our best in love, learning, service and worship.” 

Departmental Scheme of Work 

Curriculum Intent in English:  Our ambitious and enriching curriculum explores a wide range of genres and texts to 
develop children’s reading, writing, speaking and listening skills. It is designed to promote a life-long love of reading 

and to give all pupils the knowledge they need to succeed in life.  

 
 

Sequencing of 
the Curriculum 

Michaelmas 1 – CATCF and Lego 

Michaelmas 2 – Adventure and Poetry 

Lent 1 – Non-Fiction 

Lent 2 – Non-Fiction   

Trinity 1 – Myths, Legends and Fables  

Trinity 2 - Myths, Legends and Fables  
What knowledge will pupils develop? (Including Key Terminology) What skills will pupils develop? (Including literacy and numeracy) 



 

Lesson Objectives 

• To identify the themes and conventions of an 

adventure story. 

• To discuss the ideas within an adventure story and 

predict what will happen next. 

• To analyse an adventure text and formulate my own 

questions. 

• To consider what makes a good story opener. 

• To describe settings and create atmosphere. 

• To find appropriate synonyms to enhance my writing. 

• To identify and use figurative language. 

• To plan my own adventure story. 

• To punctuate speech accurately. 

• To plan an opener with impact for my adventure 

story. 

Keywords 

Themes, conventions, genres, adventures, stories, story mountains, planning, drafting, editing, comprehension, 

SPaG, settings, atmosphere, description, synonyms, figurative language, alliteration, metaphors, similes, 

personification, onomatopoeia, speech, SEAT, proof-reading, opener, poetry, intonation, volume, tone, 

performance, rhyming patterns, style 

Ideas of how parents can support children in this unit 

• Ensure that your child is regularly reading at home and that you are talking about what they have read to 

ensure that they understand it.  

• Quiz them on the various SPaG terms that they are learning. 

• When practising spellings, give your children more spellings with that particular spelling pattern to 

ensure that they understand the spelling rule. 

• Encourage your children to share the work that they have completed in class at home. All written drafts 

will be in their draft books. 

 

Progression 
Model 

• To analyse the typical features in different adventure stories and explore 
the themes and conventions of a variety of genres, discussing where 
these themes may cross over.  

• To increase familiarity with a range of books and explore and discuss a 

range of story starters and the different ways in which they can engage 

the reader. 

• To plan, draft and edit their own adventure story, ensuring to include as 

many of the themes and conventions taught within their written piece. 

• They will explore different styles of poetry and their themes/conventions 
as well as expressing their personal feelings towards pieces of poetry. 

• They will be introduced to poetry-specific terms and will be encouraged 
to use them when discussing different poems. 

• They will have the opportunity to learn a wider range of poetry by heart 
and will prepare poems to read aloud and perform. 

• They will also focus on reading comprehension skills and will be analysing 
their class read. 

• They will explore the terminology and function of different grammatical 
structures. 

• They will build on their knowledge of letter strings, explore how to make 
a word plural and how hyphens are used to connect prefixes to root 
words.  

• The children will then cover poetic terms again in Y6 Autumn 2 and then 
will explore poetry comprehension further in Y6 Spring and Summer. 

• They will identify how language, structure and presentation contribute 
to meaning. 

• They will provide reasoned justifications for their views. 

• They will be predicting what might happen from details stated and 
advised. 

• They will identify the audience for and purpose of writing, selecting the 
appropriate form and using other similar models for their own, selecting 
appropriate grammar and vocabulary. To understand and identify the 
different parts of speech.  

• They will show understanding through intonation, tone and volume so 
that the meaning is clear to the audience. 

• They will use further prefixes and understand the guidance for adding 
them. 

• They will build on their understanding of speech to convey characters 
and advance the action.  



• To draft my own adventure story. 

• To write my own adventure story (assessed piece). 

• To analyse poetry. 

• To consider different types of poetry.  

• To continue a poem, maintaining its style. 

• To prepare for my participation in a poetry show. 

• To participate in a poetry show. 

 

Core Text: ‘King of the Sky by Nicola Davies. 

 

 

Marking/ Assessment of this unit 

• SPaG work and reading comprehension work will be self and peer-assessed. 

• Children will complete a practice reading and SPaG paper, which will be teacher marked. 

• The adventure story will be written using traffic light punctuation and will be teacher marked. 

Virtual Curriculum and Extension ideas 

• 20 minutes of reading each day. 

• Learning weekly spellings. 

• Access Spelling Shed as much as possible at home to practise spellings: 

https://www.spellingshed.com/en-gb/index.html 

• Exploring different genres of texts together. 

• Read a variety of poetry together. 

• Please contact your child’s English teacher for additional homework to be sent home. 

• VC – The Love of Reading, Greater Depth Writing 

 

Catholic Ethos  

DEEPER-THINKING QUESTION: WHERE CAN WE SEE REAL ADVENTURES IN THE BIBLE? 

DEEPER THINKING QUESTION: HOW CAN WE LINK THE POEMS WE READ TO OUR 

CURRENT CATHOLIC VIRTUE? 

Intentional and Prophetic – we encourage children to be intentional and prophetic 

when they are reading their poems and stories aloud. They are encouraged to be proud 

of their work, not worrying about any mistakes they may have made or comparing their 

work to that of others. They are encouraged to accept that they are human and may 

make mistakes. 

SMSVC/ Personal Development 

SMVSC relationship days link as we analyse relationships of different characters. 

Cross Curricular Links 

 *History: links to Hist Y5 Autumn unit on Ancient Britain 

where children cover conquests. Children also write a 

diary entry in History, which is supported through 

*English-set differentiated success criteria. Reading 

starters in history. 

British Values 

Mutual Respect – pupils are encouraged to praise their 

peers and consider how they would want to be treated 

about their work and performances  

Democracy – the pupils will work in groups when creating 

their poems and performing them 

Careers 

Author, teacher, media, journalism, publishing, 

advertising   

 

https://www.spellingshed.com/en-gb/index.html


*Music: links to Y5 Autumn unit as LMO and REA have 

updated terminology used to support each subject in 

their exploration of poetry and lyrics 

* RE Deeper Thinking Question: 'how can we link the 

poems that we read to our current Catholic Virtues?'  

* RE: links to RE Y6 Autumn 2 looking at the different 

writings within the Bible such as poetry.  Both subjects 

analyse poetry this half term. English starts in RE lessons. 

*Art: links to Art Y5 Autumn 2, Natural Forms - Showing 

opinion about the work, ensuring it is a well-structured 

response with use of technical language. 

Individual Liberty - this topic will enable students to 

develop their self-knowledge, self-esteem and self-

confidence as they acknowledge what they have done 

well and accept that they may also make mistakes.  

 


