
 

 
 

St Bede’s Catholic Middle School 

“We are God’s children working together to be our best in love, learning, service and worship.” 

Departmental Scheme of Work 

Curriculum Intent in English: Our ambitious and enriching curriculum explores a wide range of genres and texts to develop 

children’s reading, writing, speaking and listening skills. It is designed to promote a life-long love of reading and to give all 

pupils the knowledge they need to succeed in life. 

Sequencing of 
the Curriculum 

Michaelmas 1 – Mystery Unit.  

Michaelmas 2 – ‘Just So’ Stories and Animal Poetry.  

Lent 1 – Non-fiction writing and developing reading comprehension skills. 

Lent 2 – Descriptive writing and creating atmosphere. Developing reading 

comprehension skills and revising SPaG.  

Trinity 1 – Engaging the reader through narrative writing.  

Trinity 2 – Proof Reading, Editing Skills and Author Studies. 

Progression 
Model 

What knowledge will pupils develop? (Including Key Terminology) What skills will pupils develop? (Including literacy and numeracy) 

• The children will start this term with a Writing Workshop where 
they focus on punctuation, vocabulary, using speech to advance 
the action of a narrative and proof-reading. 

• They will then move on to fiction genres. They will identify the 
themes and conventions of different genres and analyse different 
story openers, focusing specifically on mystery stories after 
analysing their core text. 

• They take part in an immersive mystery experience to launch the 
unit. 

• They will continue the unit by writing the opener of a mystery 
story. 

• They will explore the features of formal letters and the 
conventions within them, focusing on formal language and 
expressing themselves in a formal manner, whilst still considering 
their core text. 

• They will discuss the difference between facts and opinions (using 
some skills acquired in year 5). 

• They will select appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding 
how such choices can change and enhance meaning. 

• They will use a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across 
paragraphs. 

• They will evaluate and edit work. 

• They will recognise vocabulary and structures that are appropriate for 
formal speech and writing, including subjunctive verb forms. 

• They will use passive verbs to affect the presentation of information in a 
sentence. 

• They will use the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time and 
cause. 

• They will use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information 
concisely. 

• They will use modal verbs to indicate degrees of possibility. 

• They will use relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, 
whose, that or with an implied relative pronoun  



 

Lesson Objectives 

• To develop our reading comprehension skills. 

• To develop our SPaG skills. 

• To recap various punctuation and writing skills. 

• To accurately punctuate speech. 

• To consider different genres. 

• To create imagery. 

• To plan, edit and write a mystery story. 

• To understand facts and opinions. 

• To identify the differences between formal and 

informal. 

• To write formally. 

 

 

Core Text: ‘Hermelin the Mouse Detective’ by Mini Grey. 

 

Keywords 

Retrieval, inference, find and copy, skim and scan, parts of speech, punctuation, grammar, traffic light 

punctuation, facts, opinions, formal, informal, speech, first person, third person, perspective, genres, mystery 

stories, imagery, figurative language, play script, characters, scene, act, planning, editing and proof-reading. 

Ideas of how parents can support children in this unit 

• Ensure that your child is regularly reading at home and that you are talking about what they have read to ensure 

that they understand it.  

• Quiz them on the various SPaG terms that they are learning. 

• When practising spellings, give your children more spellings with that particular spelling pattern to ensure that they 

understand the spelling rule. 

• Encourage your children to share the work that they have completed in class at home. All written drafts will be in 

their draft books. 

• Tips for helping spelling at home. 

• Tips for helping reading at home. 

Marking/ Assessment of this unit 

• Children will complete practice SATs tests which will be teacher marked. 

• Following pieces of work will be marked using Traffic Light Punctuation in the best books: showcase 

piece, and mystery story opener. 

• SPaG work and reading comprehension work will be self and peer-assessed. 

Virtual Curriculum and Extension ideas 

• 20 minutes of reading each day. 

• Learning weekly spellings. 

• Access Spelling Shed as much as possible at home to practise spellings: 

https://www.spellingshed.com/en-gb/index.html 

• Exploring different genres of texts together. 

• They will also revisit play scripts, focusing on a play script within 
the mystery genre. 

• As this is their SATs year, the children will also be revising SPaG 
terms taught in KS1 and KS2 thus far - including previously learnt 
concepts of word structure and how these can be used to support 
spelling knowledge.  

• They will also be focusing on reading comprehension and reading 
their class read. 

• They will use further prefixes and suffixes and understand the guidance 
for adding them.  

• They will use the first three or four letters to check spellings in a 
dictionary. They will also use a dictionary to check the meaning of words. 

https://ukc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/Top%20Tips%20for%20Helping%20with%20Spelling.pdf
https://ukc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/Top%20Tips%20for%20Reading%20at%20Home%20with%20Your%20ChildA.pdf
https://www.spellingshed.com/en-gb/index.html


• Regular discussion of facts and opinions in what they read, watch and see. 

• Regular discussion of the differences between formal and informal in what they read, watch and see. 

• Grammar Activity PPT. 

• Please contact your child’s English teacher for additional homework to be sent home. 

• VC – The Love of Reading, Greater Depth Writing 

Catholic Ethos  

DEEPER-THINKING QUESTIONS: HOW DOES THIS LINK TO OUR CURRENT VIRTUE? IN 

MYSTERY STORIES, WE CONSIDER THE THEME OF GOOD VS. EVIL. WHERE CAN YOU SEE 

THE THEME OF GOOD VS. EVIL IN THE BIBLE? 

Learned and Wise – the children learn new facts to educate themselves and apply these 

new facts wisely to get their point across. 

 

SMSVC/ Personal Development 

Relationships between different characters. 

To reflect on and celebrate their achievements, identify their strengths and set high 

aspirations and goals. 

To reflect on their own personal skills and how their skill contributed to getting the task 

complete. 

Cross Curricular Links 

*Art: Links to Art Y5, Autumn 1 & 2, Natural Forms - 

Develop knowledge and understanding on how to 

evaluate their own artwork as it progresses using 

comments which reference to the Formal Elements of 

art. 

* French: links to French Y6, Autumn 1 Physical 

Descriptions unit. 

* History: links to Hist Y6 Autumn, Spring and Summer 

readings with non-fiction reading comprehension. 

Reading starters in history. 

* Music: pupils in Music analyse a piece of music and a 

narrative without speech.  Both subjects support one 

another through asking pupils to develop their music-

listening skills. 

* Science: 'Mystery Story Unit' links to Sci Y6 Autumn 

'Crime Lab Investigations' through the exploration of 

mystery stories and extended writing. 'Mystery of the 

Golden Pen' is a further link between subjects. 

British Values 

Mutual Respect – the pupils will work together to share 

ideas and support their peers.  

Individual Liberty – pupils to gain self-confidence as they 

develop their writing skills and independence. 

Careers 

Author, editor, teacher, journalist, blogger, 

advertisement  

https://ukc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/Daily%20Grammar%20New%20Curriculum.pptx


* RE: both English and RE analyse different genres this 

half term. Children write their own diary entries in RE, 

using English-set differentiated Success Criteria, linked to 

the EoKS2 writing framework. 

 

 


