
 

 
 

St Bede’s Catholic Middle School 

“We are God’s children working together to be our best in love, learning, service and worship.” 

Departmental Scheme of Work 

Curriculum Intent in English:  Our ambitious and enriching curriculum explores a wide range of genres and texts to 

develop children’s reading, writing, speaking and listening skills. It is designed to promote a life-long love of reading 

and to give all pupils the knowledge they need to succeed in life. 
 

Sequencing of 
the Curriculum 

Michaelmas 1 – Mystery Unit. 
Michaelmas 2 – ‘Just So’ Stories and Animal Poetry.   
Lent 1 – Non-fiction writing and developing reading comprehension 
skills.   

Lent 2 – Descriptive writing and creating atmosphere. Developing reading 
comprehension skills and revising SPaG.   
Trinity 1 – Engaging the reader through narrative writing.   
Trinity 2 – Proof Reading, Editing Skills and Author Studies.   

Progression 
Model 

What knowledge will pupils develop? (Including Key Terminology) What skills will pupils develop? (Including literacy and numeracy) 

• To revise different grammar terms, in preparation for the SATs, 
and learn how to effectively apply them in their own writing to 
enhance the quality of their written pieces. 

• To discuss the themes/conventions of instruction texts and apply 
them to their own writing.  

• To independently plan, draft, write and edit instructions. They will 
use the skills identified and taught in Y5, Spring 1 & 2.  
 

• To also continue with their class reads but will also develop their 
reading comprehension and inference skills further through 
various reading tasks, including their SATs booster books. 

• To revise SPaG terms taught thus far and any remaining SPaG 
terms that the children need to cover for end of KS2 testing will be 
introduced.  

• To continue to revise letter strings, homophones and silent letters 
and will apply this knowledge when using certain spellings in their 
writing. 

 

• To read and discuss a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and 
reference/textbooks. 

• To identify and discuss themes and conventions in and across a range of 
writing. 

• To make comparisons within and across books. 

• To draw inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and 
motives from their actions. 

• To justify inferences with evidence. 

• To develop their understanding of the KS1 and KS2 grammar terms 
taught - including spellings. 



 

Lesson Objectives 

• To complete a set of instructions for our writing 

portfolios. 

• To complete a non-chronological report for our 

writing portfolios. 

• To revise our various SPaG terms, ensuring that we 

understand their purpose. 

• Apply various SPaG techniques to our own work to 

enhance our writing. 

• To practise our reading comprehension techniques, 

including retrieval and inference. 

• To develop our understanding of texts, exploring 

language and authorial intent. 

• To ensure that we are clear and concise when 

answering questions on a text. 

• To use PEE (point, evidence, explain) when answering 

questions on a text. 

 

Core Text: ‘Dragonology: The Complete Book of Dragons’ by 

Dugald Steer. 

 

Keywords  

Instructions, headings, introduction, bullet points, modal verbs, passive, description, hyphens, dashes, semi-

colons, colons, impressive vocabulary, SPaG, tenses, cohesion, retrieval, inference, find and copy, quotes, skim 

and scan, PEE  

 

Ideas of how parents can support children in this unit 

• Discuss and explore a range of instructions at home, identifying the features and the language. 

• Read with your children, asking them questions about what they have read and asking them to find 

evidence from the text. 

• Top tips for reading at home. 

• Top tips for spelling at home. 

• Top tips for writing at home. 

Marking/ Assessment of this unit 

• Children will complete practice SATs tests which will be teacher marked. 

• Instructions will be teacher assessed. 

• SPaG work and reading comprehension work will be self and peer-assessed. 

Virtual Curriculum and Extension ideas 

• 20 minutes of reading each day. 

• Learning weekly spellings. 

• Access Spelling Shed at home to practise spellings: https://www.spellingshed.com/en-gb/index.html 

• Exploring different genres of texts together. 

• Regular discussion of facts and opinions in what they read, watch and see. 

• Regular discussion of the differences between formal and informal in what they read, watch and see. 

• Grammar revision booklet. 

• Grammar Activity PPT. 

• Please contact your child’s English teacher for additional homework to be sent home. 

• VC - The Love of Reading, Greater Depth Writing  

/Users/mollywilde/Downloads/Top%20Tips%20for%20Reading%20at%20Home%20with%20Your%20ChildA%20(1).pdf
/Users/mollywilde/Downloads/Top%20Tips%20for%20Helping%20with%20Spelling%20(1).pdf
/Users/mollywilde/Downloads/Top%20Tips%20for%20Writing%20at%20Home%20With%20Your%20Child.pdf
https://www.spellingshed.com/en-gb/index.html
/Users/mollywilde/Downloads/GORGEOUS%20GRAMMAR%20Booklet.doc
/Users/mollywilde/Downloads/Daily%20Grammar%20New%20Curriculum.pptx


Catholic Ethos  

As we prepare for our SATs, we are compassionate and loving with one another, 

helping each other to achieve our full potential. 

SMSVC/ Personal Development 

The pupils will be building resilience and a range of revision techniques. They will 

develop the ability to reflect on own strengths and development of mindset to build on 

weaknesses to strive for big ambitions.     

Cross Curricular Links 

• Music: links to Mus Y6, Spring as they use 

persuasive writing techniques and create a 

drama to sell a product in the Adverts scheme. 

• History:  links to Hist Y6 Autumn, Spring and 

Summer readings with non-fiction reading 

comprehension.  

• History: links to Hist Y6 Spring term which has a 

non-fiction writing focus (EofKS2 ITAFs used in 

both subjects to support writing). Reading 

starters in history. 

• Computing: links to Comp, Spring 1 through 

revision of SPaG terms where children have 

multiple SPaG activities in scheme (LMO and KBR 

joint planning). 

• Technology - links to Tech Y6 unit on 

Rollercoasters where the children use technical 

language and instruction writing.  

• RE: English starters in RE lessons. Children write 

their own letters in RE, using English-set 

differentiated Success Criteria, linked to the 

EoKS2 writing framework. 

British Values 

Individual Liberty – developing enthusiasm and creative 

independence when preparing for SATs and writing 

assessments.  

Mutual Respect – they will respect on another creativity 

in writing and support one another achieving their full 

potential.  

Tolerance – listen to a range of ideas when exploring 

reading techniques and learning to use these skills in 

tests.  

Careers 

Teacher, book editor, publisher, journalist 

 


