
 

 
 

St Bede’s Catholic Middle School 

“We are God’s children working together to be our best in love, learning, service and worship.” 

Departmental Scheme of Work 

Curriculum Intent in English: Our ambitious and enriching curriculum explores a wide range of genres and texts to develop 

children’s reading, writing, speaking and listening skills. It is designed to promote a life-long love of reading and to give all 

pupils the knowledge they need to succeed in life. 

 
 

 
Sequencing of 
the Curriculum 

Michaelmas 1 – Mystery Unit.  

Michaelmas 2 – ‘Just So’ Stories and Animal Poetry.  

Lent 1 – Non-fiction writing and developing reading comprehension skills. 

Lent 2 – Descriptive writing and creating atmosphere. Developing reading 

comprehension skills and revising SPaG.  

Trinity 1 – Engaging the reader through narrative writing.  

Trinity 2 – Proof Reading, Editing Skills and Author Studies. 

What knowledge will pupils develop? (Including Key Terminology) What skills will pupils develop? (Including literacy and numeracy) 



 

Lesson Objectives 

• To explore what a ‘Just So’ story is. 

• To analyse the story of ‘The Elephant’s Child’. 

• To understand the difference between first and third 

person. 

• To change the perspective of a text. 

• To plan my own ‘Just So’ story. 

• To develop my ‘Just So’ story. 

• To draft my ‘Just So’ story. 

• To explore a poem and how it is read. 

• To consider a poem from a different perspective. 

• To analyse a poem. 

• To analyse a poem of my choice. 

• To prepare for the filming of my poetry reading. 

• To prepare for my poetry performance. 

Keywords 

‘Just So’ story, authorial intent, figurative language, similes, alliteration, metaphors, personification, 

onomatopoeia, characters, repetition, nonsense words, speech, SEAT, proof-reading, editing, perspective, 

punctuation, poetry, verses, stanzas, intonation, tone, volume, rhyming patterns 

 

Ideas of how parents can support children in this unit 

• Ensure that your child is regularly reading at home and that you are talking about what they have read to ensure 

that they understand it.  

• Quiz them on the various SPaG terms that they are learning. 

• When practising spellings, give your children more spellings with that particular spelling pattern to ensure that they 

understand the spelling rule. 

• Encourage your children to share the work that they have completed in class at home. All written drafts will be in 

their draft books. 

• Tips for helping spelling at home. 

• Tips for helping reading at home. 

Progression 
Model 

• The children will explore the features of a 'Just So' story, focusing 
specifically on Rudyard Kipling's 'The Elephant's Child'. 

• They will spend time creating their own 'Just So' story by choosing 
an animal, imagining how they came to be the way they are and 
then deciding on a narrative for their story. 

• They will successfully plan, draft, write and edit their 'Just So' 
story. They will build on the story writing skills they acquired in Y5 
to achieve this.  

• The children will move on to the Animal Poetry unit, where they 
will read and discuss a range of poetry. 

• They will read a selection of poetry aloud and perform them to 
the rest of the class. 

• As this is their SATs year, the children will also be revising SPaG 
terms taught this far as well as focusing on reading 
comprehension and reading their class read. 

 

• They will be selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, 
understanding how such choices can change and enhance meaning. 

• They will describe setting, characters and atmosphere. 

• They will be integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the 
action. 

• They will be able to use a range of devices to build cohesion within and 
across paragraphs. Cohesive devices to include repetition of a word or 
phrase; grammatical connections (e.g. use of adverbials) and ellipses. 

• They will ensure the consistent and correct use of tense and subject & 
verb agreement. 

• They will assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing. 

• They will proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors. 

• They will be précising longer passages. 

• They will show understanding through intonation, tone and volume so 
that the meaning is clear to the audience continue. 

 

https://ukc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/Top%20Tips%20for%20Helping%20with%20Spelling.pdf
https://ukc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/Top%20Tips%20for%20Reading%20at%20Home%20with%20Your%20ChildA.pdf


• To prepare for my poetry recital 

 

Core Text: ‘The Elephant’s Child’ by Rudyard Kipling. 

 

Marking/ Assessment of this unit 

• Children will complete practice SATs tests which will be teacher marked. 

• ‘Just So’ stories will be written using Traffic Light Punctuation in the best books but will not be teacher 

marked to demonstrate independent writing skills. 

• SPaG work and reading comprehension work will be self and peer assessed. 

 

Virtual Curriculum and Extension ideas 

• VC – The Love of Reading, Greater Depth Writing 

• 20 minutes of reading each day. 

• Learning weekly spellings. 

• Access Spelling Shed as much as possible at home to practise spellings: 

https://www.spellingshed.com/en-gb/index.html 

• Exploring different genres of texts together. 

• Explore a variety of ‘Just So’ stories together. 

• Explore a variety of poems together. 

• Grammar Activity PPT. 

 

Catholic Ethos  

DEEPER-THINKING QUESTION: WHERE CAN YOU SEE SYMBOLS OF LOVE AND FRIENDSHIP IN 

‘JUST SO’ STORIES? 

AS WE COMPLETE OUR ANIMAL POETRY UNIT, THINK ABOUT ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI. HOW CAN 

WE LINK THIS SAINT TO OUR CURRENT UNIT? 

SMSVC/ Personal Development 

Bullying is a topic explored in this term's SMVSC day as well as in the text the Year 6 

children are reading in English, 'The Elephant's Child'. 

Teamwork in the animal poetry performances. 

Cross Curricular Links 

* Science: discussion of the fact that 'Just So' stories are 

children's stories which explain how an animal got to be a 

certain way through the use of the imagination, rather 

than evolution. 

*Geography: Links to Geog Y6, Spring where pupils 

explore endangered animals during the enviornment 

topic. 

British Values 

Individual Liberty – promote a safe and supportive 

environment in which we encourage all pupils to support 

each other when performing their poetry and sharing 

their stories.  

Mutual Respect – Promoting respect throughout the 

classroom and throughout the topic as well as sharing 

responsibilities when working together.  

Careers 

Author, editor, teacher, journalist, blogger, 

advertisement, poet. 

https://www.spellingshed.com/en-gb/index.html
https://ukc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/Daily%20Grammar%20New%20Curriculum.pptx


* History: links to Hist Y6 Autumn, Spring and Summer 

readings with non-fiction reading comprehension. 

Reading starters in history. 

* History: links to English through diary entries and story 

boards 

* Art: pupils in art start each half termly unit with a 

research and presentation element, where they write up 

their findings, using an English-set differentiated success 

criteria. 

Tolerance – understanding that we all have different 

views and ideas.  

 


