
 

 
 

St Bede’s Catholic Middle School 

“We are God’s children working together to be our best in love, learning, service and worship.” 

Departmental Scheme of Work 

Curriculum Intent in English:  Our ambitious and enriching curriculum explores a wide range of genres and texts to 
develop children’s reading, writing, speaking and listening skills. It is designed to promote a life-long love of reading 

and to give all pupils the knowledge they need to succeed in life.  
 

 
 

Sequencing 
of the 

Curriculum 

Michaelmas 1 –  Boy by Roald Dahl 
Michaelmas 2 – Spy Fiction 
Lent 1 – Journey to Joburg 

Lent 2 –  The World of Nature 
Trinity 1 – Poetry unit 
Trinity 2 -  Alter Egos 

Progression 
Model 

What knowledge will pupils develop? (Including Key 
Terminology) 

What skills will pupils develop? (Including literacy and numeracy) 

 
Pupils can pick out an appropriate quote from different styles 
of poems to support their points. Pupils can comment on 
poem`s themes and poet`s intentions, purposes and feelings. 
Pupils can accurately use a quotation and explain the meaning 
as well as the effect of it on readers. They can explain the 
deeper - implicit- meaning of a text or a poem. Pupils can use 
PEE technique confidently and start to evaluate author`s use 
of language and structure for purpose or effect.  Pupils can 
identify literary devices and figurative language more 
confidently and are also able to identify specific words and 
phrases which are effective in a text. They feel more confident 
explaining why they are used. Pupils use some relevant 
terminology when writing about the language of a text.  
 
 

 
Pupils can pick out an appropriate quote from different styles of 
poems to support their points. Pupils can comment on poem`s 

themes and poet`s intentions, purposes and feelings. Pupils can 
accurately use a quotation and explain the meaning as well as the 

effect of it on readers. They can explain the deeper - implicit- 
meaning of a text or a poem. Pupils can use PEE technique 

confidently and start to evaluate author`s use of language and 
structure for purpose or effect.  Pupils can identify literary devices 

and figurative language more confidently and are also able to 
identify specific words and phrases which are effective in a text. 

They feel more confident explaining why they are used. Pupils use 
some relevant terminology when writing about the language of a 

text.  
 



 

Lesson Objectives 

 

To get an overview of poetic devices and different 

types of poems 

To understand what a calligram is and to explore 

concrete or shape poetry 

To compare and contrast the key images in the 

poem `The Sea` by James Reeves 

To produce a lyric poem comparing a person to an 

animal 

To be able to comment on the poem and the 

language used in order to identify key themes and 

main ideas 

To use Point, Evidence and Explanation technique 

to explain author`s use of language and structure  

Keywords 

poetry, poet, assonance, alliteration, couplet, rhyme, haiku, hyperbole, imagery, limerick, lyric, 

metaphor, narrative, onomatopoeia, personification, refrain, rhythm, simile, sonnet, stanza, 

verse, symbol, rhyming scheme, structure  

 

Ideas of how parents can support children in this unit 

Ensure that your child regularly reads at home books from the school library as well as their 

own reading books. 

Encourage your children to share their accelerated reading books with you at home and ensure 

that they regularly quiz on their reading books. 

Practise weekly topic spellings with your children. 

Discuss with your children different types of poems and why poetry is very popular 

Use the following website: BBC KS3 Bitesize English 

20 minutes of reading each day using the accelerated reading books borrowed from the school 

library. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



To explore various effects of figurative language on 

readers  

To analyse and evaluate the use of figurative 

language techniques in the poem `The Storm` and 

their effects on readers  

To apply knowledge of figurative language in 

creating poems about thunder storms 

To explore the Rainforest poem with a clear focus 

on descriptive language 

To analyse, comment on and evaluate the poem 

Blessing by Imtiaz Dharker 

Etc.  

 

Exploring different genres of texts together (newspaper articles, poetry, reviews, short stories, 

internet articles, etc.). 

Literacy Booklet 5 

Learning weekly Spellings 5 

 

Marking/ Assessment of this unit 

Writing assessment – produce a diary entry as if you live in a very poor country where water is 

a very precious commodity.  Reading assessment – To produce an essay: Explain what the 

poem “Blessing” written by Imtiaz Dharker is about. Refer to the key themes and use PEEL 

technique.  

Pupils will regularly self-mark and peer assess their work. 

There will be a formative and a summative assessment per half-term. 

 

Virtual Curriculum and Extension ideas 

*Media Studies  
*Campaign Project and Marketing  
* Drama Studies  
* Sign Language – BSL  
* An Introduction to Spoken English  
* BuJo Creative Bullet Journaling  
* Greater Depth Writing  
* Greater Depth Unit Shakespeare Behind the Words  
* The Love of Reading  

 

Catholic Ethos  

Curious and Active – pupils learn about various features of poetry and 

about figurative language. They take an active role in many tasks and 

activities and are encouraged to ask questions and actively participate in 

all lessons.  

SMSVC/ Personal Development 

Pupils will explore different types of poems and their effects on them as 

readers. They will explore their own thoughts, opinions and feelings linked 

with studied texts. Pupils will explore poems written in different eras, 

about various topics. Some of the poems are linked with exploring 

personal identity, community spirit, poverty and beauty of nature which 

needs to be protected for future generations. Pupils will explore some 

https://lourdesmac-my.sharepoint.com/personal/mrussell_stb_magnificat_org_uk/Documents/Website/English/Year%207/Summer/Spellings%205.docx
https://lourdesmac-my.sharepoint.com/personal/mrussell_stb_magnificat_org_uk/Documents/Website/English/Year%207/Summer/Spellings%205.docx


Grateful and Generous – pupils learn about the poem and about how 

important trees are in our lives. They will consider trees as blessing for 

the nature and are taught towards the importance of protecting them.   

Learned and Wise – pupils learn about various important parts of nature 

and are encouraged to act wisely and protect the important environment 

around us.  

poems written by local poets, e.g. Spoz, B Zephaniah. Pupils will learn to 

express their emotions and thoughts in various types of poems/creative 

writing.  

Cross Curricular Links 

* Linked to KS2 English - exploring and 

developing pupils` deeper knowledge of different 

types of poems as well as offering pupils many 

opportunities to be creative by creating variety of 

poems in which they need to use poetic devices 

(studied in KS2 English) effectively in order to 

engage the reader.  

*  Skills from this poetry topic used in SMVSC 

days where pupils have to create their own 

poem about a topical issue.  

* Links to RE - different styles of writing within 

the Bible e.g poetry. Building on Year 6 Autumn 

1 unit. Both subjects focus on letter writing, 

using the same success criteria. 

* Music - both English and Music analyse lyrics 

during this term. 

* History: links to The Stewarts topic as both 

subjects focus on comparison techniques and 

include poetry. 

* PE and English dept work closely together 

throughout year through PE's use of cross-

curricular questioning poster, created by English 

departments and through the promotion of 

writing match reports. Key pupils for writing are 

shared with PE so that they can help to enage 

them to engage with writing through match 

reports. 

British Values 

Individual Liberty 

- Freedom of speech for all 

- The right to make our own choices 

 

Tolerance  

- Learning about different faiths and 

cultures 

- Listen to other viewpoints 

- Learning about diversity 

Democracy 

Making decisions together 

The right to an option/voice  

 

Careers 

Author, writer, poet, campaigner, journalist, 

traveller/ explorer, artist 



 

 


