
 

 
 

St Bede’s Catholic Middle School 

“We are God’s children working together to be our best in love, learning, service and worship.” 

Departmental Scheme of Work 

Curriculum Intent in English:  Our ambitious and enriching curriculum explores a wide range of genres and texts to 
develop children’s reading, writing, speaking and listening skills. It is designed to promote a life-long love of reading 

and to give all pupils the knowledge they need to succeed in life.  
 

 

Sequencing 
of the 

Curriculum 

Michaelmas 1 –  Boy by Roald Dahl 
Michaelmas 2 – Spy Fiction 
Lent 1 – Journey to Joburg 

Lent 2 –  The World of Nature 
Trinity 1 – Poetry unit 
Trinity 2 -  Alter Egos 

Progression 
Model 

What knowledge will pupils develop? (Including Key 
Terminology) 

What skills will pupils develop? (Including literacy and numeracy) 

 
Pupils write with relevant ideas and content and some ideas 
are developed in detail. Pupils use a straightforward viewpoint 
which they keep throughout their writing. Pupils can write so 
that the main purpose of their writing is clear, even if it is not 
always consistent all the way through their writing. Pupils can 
consider effects of texts and vocabulary choices on readers. 
Pupils can organise their writing ideas into related points or by 
putting them in a chronological order. They write with an 
appropriate opening and closing which re sometimes linked. 
Pupils use paragraphs organise their writing and they create 
clear links between paragraphs using e.g. fronted adverbials. 
Pupils` sentences have punctuation throw-out their writing. 
Pupils show some evidence of deliberate vocabulary choices 
for effect, purpose and clarity, including using new vocabulary 
to match the studied topic.  
 

 
KS3 English National Curriculum - writing accurately, effectively 
and at length for pleasure, including stories and imaginative writing; 
- applying pupils` growing knowledge of vocabulary, grammar and 

text structure to their writing and selecting the appropriate form and 
style; using literary devices to enhance the impact of writing; 

amending the vocabulary, grammar and structure of pupils` writing 
to improve its coherence and overall effectiveness 

 
AO5: Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting 
and adapting tone, style and register for different forms, purposes 
and audiences. Organise information and ideas, using structural 
and grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion of text 
 
AO6: Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and sentence 
structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and 
punctuation 



 

Lesson Objectives 

To understand the key features of the spy fiction 

genre and how they engage the reader 

To understand the narrative structures of various 

short stories 

To understand that writers` use the opening of their 

story to grab the reader`s interest 

To understand how writers use verb choice and 

paragraphing to create a sense of pace and threat 

To understand what I meant by narrative view point 

To understand how to write vivid descriptions (of 

characters and settings) by expanding noun 

phrases suing adjectives, adverbs and prepositional 

phrases as well as figurative language 

To understand how sentences can be structured 

and language used to create emphasis, pace, 

tension and drama 

Keywords 

invasion, villain, heroes, interrogation, deception, gadgets, setting, fiction, genre, protagonist, 

antagonist, conspiracy, vigilance, espionage, adventure, qualities, characteristics, dialogue, 

tension, suspense, pace  

 

Ideas of how parents can support children in this unit 

Ensure that your child regularly reads at home books from the school library as well as their 

own reading books. 

Encourage your children to share their accelerated reading books with you at home and ensure 

that they regularly quiz on their reading books. 

Practise weekly topic spellings with your children. 

Discuss the Spy Fiction genre with your children and help them understand the main features of 

this genre. 

Use the following website: BBC KS3 Bitesize English. 

20 minutes of reading each day using the accelerated reading books borrowed from the school 

library. 

 
 

 



To understand how dialogue can be punctuated and 

structured  

To plan a short story using a range of features for 

effect 

Etc. 

Exploring different genres of texts together (newspaper articles, poetry, reviews, short stories, 

internet articles, etc.). 

Literacy-Booklet 2 

Learning weekly Spellings 2  

Encourage your children to write short stories with clear focuses on effective uses of varied 

punctuation and powerful vocabulary. 

 

Marking/ Assessment of this unit 

Writing assessment – producing a short story (or a story opener) in the spy fiction genre in 

order to engage, entertain and thrill readers  

Pupils will regularly self-mark and peer assess their work. 

There will be a formative and a summative assessment per half-term. 

 

Virtual Curriculum and Extension ideas 

*Media Studies  
*Campaign Project and Marketing  
* Drama Studies  
* Sign Language – BSL  
* An Introduction to Spoken English  
* BuJo Creative Bullet Journaling  
* Greater Depth Writing  
* Greater Depth Unit Shakespeare Behind the Words  
* The Love of Reading  

 

Catholic Ethos  

Curious and Active – pupils study different features of spy fiction, which 
they will later on apply in their own writing.  
Attentive and Discerning – pupils explore how dialogues can be used in 
stories to forward the action and how they reveal personalities of main 
characters. 
 Learned and Wise – pupils discuss what personal qualities make a hero. 

SMSVC/ Personal Development 

Pupils will learn main differences between roles of police officers, spies 

and detectives. Pupils will importance of justice, laws and punishments 

linked with various crimes. Pupils will consider importance of country`s 

safety and protection. Pupils will produce an application letter as if 

applying for a spy position, highlighting their strengths, skills and talents. 

https://lourdesmac.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/STBStaff/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B4A0333C3-86D9-48D1-9576-48C43A8A55E7%7D&file=Literacy-Booklet%202.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true
https://lourdesmac.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/STBStaff/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B8D978A9D-7DAB-4BA3-8E81-1B8A11EAE4E4%7D&file=Spellings%20%202.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true


 Pupils will consider what makes somebody a hero and will explore if there 

are different types of heroes.  

Cross Curricular Links 

* Linked to Science and Technology - exploring 

different gadgets and devices of modern 

technology and science. 

* Links to History: link with Medieval Unit as both 

focus on the difference between explanation and 

description writing. 

*  Linked to KS2 English - deepening pupils` 

knowledge of fictional writing and creative 

writing.                        

* Linked to Art - pupils have got several 

opportunities to design and draw their gadgets 

and main characters or setting.    

* Technology - the children present their 

product, using persuasive and speaking & 

listening technique resources from English dept. 

           * Links to Art: Year 7, Autumn 2, 

Confectionery: Develop knowledge and 

understanding of artists and designers by 

collecting research from artists, crafts people 

and designers work that link with ideas (e.g. 

images of artists work, facts, information) that 

inform their ideas. Develop knowledge and 

understanding on relevant keywords to show 

knowledge and understanding of art, craft or 

design.      * Links with Music through engaging 

spy stories and creating tension - this concept is 

applied to composition. 

* Technology - children write evaluations of their 

products using sentence starters provided by 

British Values 

Democracy 

Making decisions together 

The right to an option/voice  

The Rule of Law 

- Understanding rules and why they are 

important 

- Following rules to develop order 

 

Careers 

Writer/author, police officer, agent, security 

services – guards  



English. 

* Links to Science: the writing of explanations; 

develop explanations by using ideas and 

evidence; create a key or flow diagram; 

explaining how models can be adapted to fit 

new situations; incorporating features such as 

comparisons and risks into written accounts. 

* PE and English dept work closely together 

throughout year through PE's use of cross-

curricular questioning poster, created by English 

departments and through the promotion of 

writing match reports. Key pupils for writing are 

shared with PE so that they can help to enage 

them to engage with writing through match 

reports. 

 

 


