
 

 
 

St Bede’s Catholic Middle School 

“We are God’s children working together to be our best in love, learning, service and worship.” 

Departmental Scheme of Work 

Curriculum Intent in English:  Our ambitious and enriching curriculum explores a wide range of genres and texts to 
develop children’s reading, writing, speaking and listening skills. It is designed to promote a life-long love of reading 

and to give all pupils the knowledge they need to succeed in life.  
 

 
 

Sequencing 
of the 

Curriculum 

Michaelmas 1 –  Boy by Roald Dahl 
Michaelmas 2 – Spy Fiction 
Lent 1 – Journey to Joburg 

Lent 2 –  The World of Nature 
Trinity 1 – Poetry unit 
Trinity 2 -  Alter Egos 

Progression 
Model 

What knowledge will pupils develop? (Including Key 
Terminology) 

What skills will pupils develop? (Including literacy and numeracy) 

 
 
Pupils can put their ideas into a logical order and change the 
way they write depending on their audience and purpose. 
Pupils can write in a formal or informal style for different 
audiences. Pupils clearly understand the main differences 
between formal and informal language as well as between 
formal and informal texts. Pupils explore more formal text in a 
greater detail. Pupils can use paragraphs effectively to show 
shift in time, place, topic or person. Pupils can use variety of 
sentences for effect, clarity and purpose: simple, compound an 
complex sentences with varied sentence openers. Pupils can 
use Thesauruses to choose more ambitions and effective 
vocabulary to include in their written responses to make their 
writing more engaging. Use spoken Standard English 
effectively in speeches and presentations. Listen and respond 

 
KS3 English National Curriculum - writing for wide range of 
purposes and audiences - including well-structured and formal 

/informal responses or essays; -studying a range of narrative and 
non-narrative texts, including arguments, and formal letters; - 

summarising and organising material, and supporting ideas and 
arguments with any necessary factual detail; - considering how 

writing reflects the audiences and purposes for which it was 
intended; paying attentions to accurate grammar, punctuation and 

spelling; - giving speeches and presentations, expressing own ideas 
and keeping the point, taking part in debates and discussions  

 
 
 

AO5: Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting 
and adapting tone, style and register for different forms, purposes 



 

Lesson Objectives 

To understand typical stories and issues in popular 

films and documentaries about the natural world 

To understand how creatures and setting in the 

natural world are described in close detail 

To research unusual animals and endangered 

animals living across the world  

To understand how writers and presenters use 

simile and metaphor to describe the natural world  

To understand how to use punctuation to guide the 

reading voice 

To understand how topics of concern in the natural 

world are presented in the media 

To understand how campaign texts use persuasive 

devices, personal pronouns, emotive language and 

Keywords 

environment, protect, pollution, pollute, endangered, extinct, purpose, humiliated, destroying, 

irresponsible, formal letter, campaign, slogan, convince, persuasion, techniques, government, 

supportive, decrease, increase, eco-friendly, establishments, companies, plastic, actions, 

statistics, comparisons, global, mankind, omnipresent, ubiquitous  

 

Ideas of how parents can support children in this unit 

Ensure that your child regularly reads at home books from the school library as well as their 

own reading books. 

Encourage your children to share their accelerated reading books with you at home and ensure 

that they regularly quiz on their reading books. 

Practise weekly topic spellings with your children. 

Read and discuss the problem with plastic – use many useful resources on BBC or CBBC 

websites. 

Use the following website: BBC KS3 Bitesize English. 

appropriately to spoken language, including to questions and 
feedback on presentations; Demonstrate presentation skills  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

and audiences. Organise information and ideas, using structural 
and grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion of text 
 
AO6: Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and sentence 
structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and 
punctuation 
 
AO7: Demonstrate presentation skills in a formal setting 
 
AO8: Listen and respond appropriately to spoken language, 
including to questions and feedback on presentations 
 
AO9: Use spoken Standard English effectively in speeches and 
presentations. 
 

 
 



imperative verbs to persuade the reader to take 

action 

To identify and discuss different types of plastic and 

their effects on the environment  

To consider the subject of plastic shopping bags 

(advantages vs disadvantages) To examine writing 

to persuade and argue 

To consider the unnecessary use of plastic (bags) 

and to suggest possible solutions of this problem 

To write a persuasive letter to the Prime Minister to 

express concern 

Etc. 

20 minutes of reading each day using the accelerated reading books borrowed from the school 

library. 

Exploring different genres of texts together (newspaper articles, poetry, reviews, short stories, 

internet articles, etc.). 

Discuss the dangers of plastic waste and the negative impact of different types of plastics on 

the environment around us.  

Encourage your children to write short stories with clear focuses on effective uses of varied 

punctuation and powerful vocabulary. 

Literacy Booklet 4                             

Learning weekly Spellings 4 

 

Marking/ Assessment of this unit 

Writing assessment – producing a formal letter or a persuasive essay in order to convince a 

targeted audience to  limit the amount of plastic people use in their everyday life.  

Pupils will regularly self-mark and peer assess their work. 

There will be a formative and a summative assessment per half-term. 

 

Virtual Curriculum and Extension ideas 

*Media Studies  
*Campaign Project and Marketing  
* Drama Studies  
* Sign Language – BSL  
* An Introduction to Spoken English  
* BuJo Creative Bullet Journaling  
* Greater Depth Writing  
* Greater Depth Unit Shakespeare Behind the Words  
* The Love of Reading  
 

https://lourdesmac.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/STBStaff/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BA09C8CD3-FB6B-4C03-AA1A-4B49716E5A78%7D&file=Literacy-Booklet%204.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true
https://lourdesmac.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/STBStaff/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BBEA86235-23D2-4FFE-8AF6-BFCDA4CBB9B9%7D&file=Spellings%204.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true


Catholic Ethos  

Learned and Wise – pupils learn how to apply figurative language wisely 

and effectively in their vivid description in order to make readers imagine 

the chosen animals move vividly. They also study how to protect these 

animals for the future generations.             

 Eloquent and Truthful – pupils consider arguments for and against the 

plastic bags/plastic waste and express their true findings, personal values 

and opinions as well as relevant facts in their essays in order to make 

their final decision based on their knowledge and beliefs about protecting 

the environment and nature around them.  

 

SMSVC/ Personal Development 

Pupils explore importance of nature in our lives and how we can protect it. 

Pupils examine different ways of plastic pollution, its impact on the 

environment around us and they consider several ways how this problem 

can be solved. Pupils identify main differences between formal and 

informal letters and produce persuasive formal letters to a prime minister, 

persuading him to act quickly and effectively against plastic pollution. 

Pupils examine several plastic waste campaigns – leaflet, speeches, 

articles – and they produce their own examples of these.  

Cross Curricular Links 

* Linked to Science and Geography - exploring 

endangered animals and unique animals in the 

world. Current topic in Geography- Africa where 

pupis explore wildlife and Safaris. Studying and 

discussing negative effects of plastic pollution 

on the environment around us. Looking at 

different world campaign aimed at protecting the 

environment around us by not wasting natural 

resources, e.g. The Earth Hour.  

* RE Links - Year 7 Spring 2 looking at creation 

and being stewards of the Earth. * Links to Art: 

Year 7, Summer 1, Manga and Anime: Students’ 

create their own Manga or Anime character and 

comic strip inspired by Japanese Art. Students 

will write for different audiences, understanding 

the main differences between formal and 

informal language. Students will select and 

investigate appropriate research from artists, 

crafts people and designers work that expand 

on ideas. 

* Links to History - letter writing in The Tudors 

topic links as both units cover persuasive 

British Values 

Individual Liberty 

- Freedom of speech for all 

- The right to make our own choices 

The Rule of Law 

- Understanding rules and why they are 

important 

- Following rules to develop order 

Democracy 

Making decisions together 

The right to an option/voice  

 

Careers 

Campaigner, journalist, politician, council 

representative, scientist, biologist, presenter 



language and techniques. 

* Technology - children write evlautions of their 

products using sentence starters provided by 

English. 

* PE and English dept work closely together 

throughout year through PE's use of cross-

curricular questioning poster, created by English 

departments and through the promotion of 

writing match reports. Key pupils for writing are 

shared with PE so that they can help to enage 

them to engage with writing through match 

reports. 

* Computing: in Computing this half term, pupils 

send a formal letter, using vocabulary mats from 

the English dept to help support literacy links. 

 

 


