
 

 
 

St Bede’s Catholic Middle School 

“We are God’s children working together to be our best in love, learning, service and worship.” 

Departmental Scheme of Work 

Curriculum Intent in English:  Our ambitious and enriching curriculum explores a wide range of genres and texts to 
develop children’s reading, writing, speaking and listening skills. It is designed to promote a life-long love of reading 

and to give all pupils the knowledge they need to succeed in life.  
 

 

Sequencing 
of the 

Curriculum 

Michaelmas 1 –  Boy by Roald Dahl 
Michaelmas 2 – Spy Fiction 
Lent 1 – Journey to Joburg 

Lent 2 –  The World of Nature 
Trinity 1 – Poetry unit 
Trinity 2 -  Alter Egos 

Progression 
Model 

What knowledge will pupils develop? (Including Key 
Terminology) 

What skills will pupils develop? (Including literacy and numeracy) 

Pupils identify some relevant points linked with the studied 
texts. Pupils` comments are supported by some generally 
relevant quotation or references to the text but can be vague.  
Pupils make inferences based on evidence from different 
points in the text. Their inferences are often correct, even if not 
picking the best words or phrases from the text to make their 
points. Pupils can identify some structural choices with simple 
comments. They can identify some basic features of 
organisation at text level, e.g. writer`s use of bullet points for 
main points. Pupils can identify the main purpose of a text and 
show some awareness of the writer`s viewpoint. They can 
make simple comments on the overall effect of the text or a 
part of the text on the reader.  
 
 
 
 

KS3 English National Curriculum - reading a non-fiction, 
autobiographical text; - understand increasingly challenging texts by 

learning new vocabulary with the help of context; - making 
inferences and referring to evidence in the text; - knowing the 

purpose, audience and context of the text to support 
comprehension; knowing how language, including figurative 
language, vocabulary choice, grammar, text structure and 

organisational features, presents meaning; studying setting, plot, 
and characterisation, and the effect of these; studying an author and 

his writing style in depth. 
 

AO1 identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas 
select and synthesise evidence from different texts 
 
AO2: Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language 
and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using 
relevant subject terminology to support their views 



 

Lesson Objectives 

To explore a brief biography Boy of Roald Dahl 

To examine the differences between biography and 

autobiography 

To study the main features of autobiographical text 

To produce a Roald Dahl family tree – to develop 

knowledge of the early chapters of Boy 

To examine key characters such as Mrs Pratchett 

and Captain Hardcastle with a clear focus on 

language techniques and structure  

To use synonyms and other language techniques to 

improve vocabulary 

To design a “Welcome to Norway” holiday brochure 

To contrast characters from Boy – Captain 

Hardcastle and Mr Coombs 

Keywords 

autobiography, biography, author, analysis, imaginary, imagery, prose, fictional, non-fictional, 

factual, sequence, chronological order, devices, techniques, characterization, dramatize, genre, 

scenario, themes, emotions, experiences  

 

Ideas of how parents can support children in this unit 

Ensure that your child regularly reads at home books from the school library as well as their 

own reading books. 

Encourage your children to share their accelerated reading books with you at home and ensure 

that they regularly quiz on their reading books. 

Practise weekly topic spellings with your children. 

Discuss the book The Boy by Roald Dahl with your children and help them understand the 

differences between biographies and autobiographies. 

Use the following website: BBC KS3 Bitesize English 

20 minutes of reading each day using the accelerated reading books borrowed from the school 

library. 

 
 
 
 

 
AO3: Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how 
these are conveyed, across two or more texts 
 

AO4: Evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate 
textual references 



To recap conventions of autobiography and to write 

an autobiographical account 

Etc.  

 

Exploring different genres of texts together (newspaper articles, poetry, reviews, short stories, 

internet articles, etc.). 

Literacy-Booklet 1  

Learning weekly Spellings 1 

 

Marking/ Assessment of this unit 

Reading assessment –  The Boy by Roald Dahl – use of PEE technique, analysis of several 

extracts from the novel, focusing on key characters (language and structure techniques) 

Pupils will regularly self-mark and peer assess their work. 

There will be a formative and a summative assessment per half-term. 

 

Virtual Curriculum and Extension ideas 

*Media Studies  
*Campaign Project and Marketing  
* Drama Studies  
* Sign Language – BSL  
* An Introduction to Spoken English  
* BuJo Creative Bullet Journaling  
* Greater Depth Writing  
* Greater Depth Unit Shakespeare Behind the Words  
* The Love of Reading  

 

Catholic Ethos  

Eloquent and Truthful – pupils produce their own autobiographies, 
highlighting the most important true events in their lives. 
Learned and Wise – pupils discuss and analyse different characters from 
the story.  
Attentive and Discerning – pupils explore different parts of the story, 
expressing their own experience and opinions on various themes of the 
novel and comparing their experiences to R Dahl`s as a child.  
 

SMSVC/ Personal Development 

Pupils will learn the main differences and similarities between 

autobiographies and biographies. Pupils will compare a way of life in the 

past with nowadays way of life, including schooling, education 

opportunities, different traditions, cultures, etc. Pupils will examine a 

corporal punishment and its effects on children which was used in the 

past in British school and explore if this type of punishment is still used 

anywhere else in the world. Pupils will consider pros and cons of the 

punishment and express their views and opinions in a persuasive formal 

https://lourdesmac-my.sharepoint.com/personal/mrussell_stb_magnificat_org_uk/Documents/Website/English/Year%207/Autumn/Literacy-Booklet%201.ppt
https://lourdesmac-my.sharepoint.com/personal/mrussell_stb_magnificat_org_uk/Documents/Website/English/Year%207/Autumn/Spellings%201.docx


letter. Pupils will consider an importance of having a good role model in 

life.  

Cross Curricular Links 

* Linked to Geography - exploring places in 

Wales, England and studying a way of life in 

Norway, including main sightseeing attractions.                       

* Linked to History - exploring and investigating 

what life was like here in Britain to life in Norway 

around WW1 and WW2 wars and after.               

* Linked to KS2 English - exploring in greater 

depth biographical and autobiographical writing 

and key features of both.    

* Linked to SMVSC - context of the story and 

growing up.    

* Links to Art: Year 7, Autumn1, Gargoyles: 

Develop knowledge and understanding on how 

to reflect on own and peer’s artwork and ideas 

as it progress’, identifying some basic targets 

with keywords to ensure final evaluation and 

presentation of final piece is completed.  

* Music: Links between two subjects as both 

explore tension building techniques 

* Science: Links between 'Boy' and 'Speed and 

Gravity' as both focus on explanations and 

justifications of answers. 

*RE - links through use of PEE  

* PE and English dept work closely together 

throughout year through PE's use of cross-

curricular questioning poster, created by English 

departments and through the promotion of 

writing match reports. Key pupils for writing are 

shared with PE so that they can help to engage 

British Values 

Individual Liberty 

- Freedom of speech for all 

- The right to make our own choices 

Mutual Respect  

- Treating others as you want to be treated 

- Respect for each other  

- Working together 

 

Tolerance  

- Learning about different faiths and 

cultures 

- Listen to other viewpoints 

- Learning about diversity 

 

Careers 

Author/writer, shop keeper, confectioner, 

storyteller  



them to engage with writing through match 

reports paragraphs and analysis of 

scripture/texts 

* Computing - both subjects look at persuasive 

techniques this half term and, in Computing, the 

children use vocabulary mats produced by the 

English dept to strengthen literacy links. 

 

 


