
 

 
 

St Bede’s Catholic Middle School 

“We are God’s children working together to be our best in love, learning, service and worship.” 

Departmental Scheme of Work 

Curriculum Intent in English:  Our ambitious and enriching curriculum explores a wide range of genres and texts to 
develop children’s reading, writing, speaking and listening skills. It is designed to promote a life-long love of reading 

and to give all pupils the knowledge they need to succeed in life.  
 

 
 

Sequencing 
of the 

Curriculum 

Michaelmas 1 – World War One Poetry 
Michaelmas 2 – Travel Writing 
Lent 1 – Boy in Striped Pyjamas by J Boyne 

Lent 2 –  Gothic/Horror Genre 
Trinity 1 – Gothic/Horror Genre 
Trinity 2 -  W Shakespeare – The Tempest 

Progression 
Model 

What knowledge will pupils develop? (Including Key 
Terminology) 

What skills will pupils develop? (Including literacy and numeracy) 

 
Pupils can analyse a quote in a greater depth - explain deeper 
meanings and the intentions of the writer. Pupils can embed 
quotations into an analytical paragraph. Pupils can precisely 
choose a good quotation independently from a larger text to 
support their views or points. Pupils can use terminology, 
extending their explanations and linking them to deeper 
meanings or the intention of a writer. Pupils can come up with 
independent interpretations of a text and build their knowledge 
on the social and historical background of the studied text. 
Pupils can confidently analyse the language used by a writer, 
locate their own quotations and use a range of complex 
terminology when analysing, rather then explaining. 
 
 

 
KS3 English National Curriculum - developing an appreciation 
and love of reading, and read increasingly challenging material 

independently; - making inferences and referring to evidence in the 
text; - knowing the purpose, audience for and context of the novel 

and drawing on this knowledge to support comprehension; - 
recognising a range of literary conventions and understanding show 
these have been used, studying setting, plot and characterisation, 
and the effect of these; studying English literature both 1914 and 

contemporary novels 
 
 

AO1 identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas 
select and synthesise evidence from different texts 
 
AO2: Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language 



 

Lesson Objectives 

 To explore prejudice and discrimination through 

images and text 

To develop understanding of presentational and 

language devices used in newspapers 

To develop understanding of the German 

propaganda and the Jewish persecution before and 

during WW2 

To make predictions about the novel - The Boy in 

Striped Pyjamas written by J. Boyne 

To understand the term `Social and Historical 

Context` of the novel  

To make connections between the descriptions of 

two main characters  

To explore narrative voice, 1st and 3rd person 

perspective and point of view 

Keywords 

nostalgia, symbolic, captivity, anonymous, perspective, sympathise, empathise, antagonist, 

protagonist, propaganda, campaign, humiliation, mockery, dialogue, parallel structure, 

sequence, light-hearted tone, arrangement, crucial, irony, comparison, desolation, atrocities, 

naivety, stereotyping, racism, persecution, despair, concentration camps, soldier 

 

Ideas of how parents can support children in this unit 

Ensure that your child regularly reads at home books from the school library as well as their 

own reading books. 

Encourage your children to share their accelerated reading books with you at home and ensure 

that they regularly quiz on their reading books. 

Practise weekly topic spellings with your children. 

Discuss the outbreak of World War Two and how it has changed the map of Europe. Discuss 

the book The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas written by John Boyne with your children.  

Use the following website: BBC KS3 Bitesize English 

20 minutes of reading each day using the accelerated reading books borrowed from the school 

library. 

and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using 
relevant subject terminology to support their views 
 
AO3: Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how 
these are conveyed, across two or more texts 
 
AO4: Evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate 
textual references 

 
AO5: Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting 
and adapting tone, style and register for different forms, purposes 
and audiences. Organise information and ideas, using structural 

and grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion of text 



To identify and evaluate how atmosphere is created 

in writing suing various language features 

To write a character profile for Bruno`s father 

To explore the key themes of the story – e.g. the 

theme of clothes and status 

To understand how the writer creates and 

atmosphere of danger and mystery in his writing 

To discuss the main characters and produce a venn 

diagram on key similarities and differences between 

them 

To focus on use of symbolism in the novel  

To evaluate how the writer uses various language 

techniques to make readers feel sympathy for 

Shmuel or Bruno  

Etc. 

 

Encourage your children to quiz on all their school or home reading books in the library 

sessions. 

Exploring different genres of texts together (newspaper articles, poetry, reviews, short stories, 

internet articles, etc.). 

Literacy Booklet 3 

Learning weekly Spellings 3 

 

 

Marking/ Assessment of this unit 

Reading assessment – The Boy in Striped Pyjamas – language and structure analysis of short 

extracts from the novel  

Writing assessment –  a creative writing based on an image 

Pupils will regularly self-mark and peer assess their work. 

There will be a formative and a summative assessment per half-term. 

 

Virtual Curriculum and Extension ideas 

Media Studies  
*Campaign Project and Marketing  
* Drama Studies  
* Sign Language – BSL  
* An Introduction to Spoken English  
* BuJo Creative Bullet Journaling  
* Greater Depth Writing  
* Greater Depth Unit Shakespeare Behind the Words  
* The Love of Reading  
 

https://lourdesmac-my.sharepoint.com/personal/mrussell_stb_magnificat_org_uk/Documents/Website/English/Year%208/Spring/Literacy-Booklet%203.pptx
https://lourdesmac-my.sharepoint.com/personal/mrussell_stb_magnificat_org_uk/Documents/Website/English/Year%208/Spring/Spellings%203.docx


Catholic Ethos  

Learned and Wise – pupils are taught facts about World War Two and 

how the war changed Europe. They discuss the war and make their own 

conclusions about its results and effects on people`s lives. They compare 

their lives with those who lived in that era.  

Grateful and Generous – pupils explore the two main characters (similar 

in age) and how they become friends. They consider the hardship in their 

lives (concentration camp experience) and how they dealt with it. They 

are taught to empathise with them.   

Compassionate and Loving - pupils discuss various themes (suffering, 

prejudice, family loss, racism, death, etc.) and sympathise with the main 

characters. They try to link their experiences to the characters and explain 

how they would respond to certain difficult situation and what they would 

value most in their lives at those points. 

SMSVC/ Personal Development 

Pupils examine reasons why WW2 happened and what Holocaust was. 

Pupils explore different ways how Jews were discriminated and 

persecuted during this era and if this is still happening today. Pupils will 

explore different ways of racism, prejudice, stereotyping and labelling.  

Pupils will learn to emphasise and sympathise with the main characters 

and consider how their lives are different from the lives of main 

characters.  

Pupils will learn to appreciate personal freedom, justice, tolerance and 

democracy.   

Pupils will explore if becoming a coward is a personal choice or if this can 

be a result of society/family rules and/or propaganda.  

Cross Curricular Links 

* Linked to History - pupils explore the main 

reasons why WW2 happen and the main 

consequences of the war. They obtain deeper 

understanding of Jewish persecution and 

concentration camps or ghettos. 

*Linked to RE - pupils explore different Jewish 

culture, traditions and main principles of 

Judaism in order to gain a better understanding 

of the social and historical background of the 

story/novel.  Year 8 Spring 1. Both subjects 

write a diary entry from the perspective of a 

Jewish person at this time, sharing the same 

success criteria. 

* Link to Year 8 Autumn 2 and the declaration of 

human rights.  

Linked to SMVSC where pupils can explore 

stereotyping and empathy towards others. 

British Values 

 

Individual Liberty 

- Freedom of speech for all 

- The right to make our own choices 

The Rule of Law 

- Understanding rules and why they are 

important 

- Following rules to develop order 

Mutual Respect  

- Treating others as you want to be treated 

- Respect for each other  

- Working together 

 

Tolerance  

Careers 

Soldier, politician, campaigner, journalist, 

author/writer, judge, lawyer, human rights 

activist  



* Links to Art: Year 8, Autumn 1 and Autumn 2, 

Hero’s: Students’ will develop informed ideas 

with well-informed reference to an artist, crafts 

people or a practitioner who inspires them, with 

evidence of investigation. Develop knowledge 

and understanding on how to plan the next 

steps and suggest targets for improvements 

using critical language. 

* Music - Some aspects of WW2 are covered in 

'History of Music' this term. 

* PE and English dept work closely together 

throughout year through PE's use of cross-

curricular questioning poster, created by English 

departments and through the promotion of 

writing match reports. Key pupils for writing are 

shared with PE so that they can help to engage 

them to engage with writing through match 

reports. 

 

- Learning about different faiths and 

cultures 

- Listen to other viewpoints 

- Learning about diversity 

Democracy 

- Making decisions together 

- The right to an option/voice  

 

 


