
 

 
 

St Bede’s Catholic Middle School 

“We are God’s children working together to be our best in love, learning, service and worship.” 

Departmental Scheme of Work 

Curriculum Intent in English:  Our ambitious and enriching curriculum explores a wide range of genres and texts to 
develop children’s reading, writing, speaking and listening skills. It is designed to promote a life-long love of reading 

and to give all pupils the knowledge they need to succeed in life.  
 

 
 

Sequencing 
of the 

Curriculum 

Michaelmas 1 – World War One Poetry 
Michaelmas 2 – Travel Writing 
Lent 1 – Boy in Striped Pyjamas by J Boyne 

Lent 2 –  Gothic/Horror Genre 
Trinity 1 – Gothic/Horror Genre 
Trinity 2 -  W Shakespeare – The Tempest 

Progression 
Model 

What knowledge will pupils develop? (Including Key 
Terminology) 

What skills will pupils develop? (Including literacy and numeracy) 

 
 
Pupils can embed a quotation into a clear sentence and also 
identify smaller parts of a quotation and use them effectively, 
e.g. specific words, phrases, images.  Pupils` explanations and 
are more detailed and analytical with some evidence of 
evaluation. Pupils can links studied poems and texts to the 
historical context and explain why it is relevant. Pupils can 
explain clearly using comparison conjunctions how poems or 
texts are similar and/or different (pro-war and anti-war poetry). 
Pupils use well terminology to explore the language of a 
writer/poet and are able to explain quite confidently the effect 
of language devices on how the reader thinks or feels as well 
they can explain how the structure of the text or poem is 
effective. Pupils can compare how different writers or poets 
have used language. 

 
KS3 English National Curriculum - exploring different types of 

poems (pro-war and anti-war WW1) poems, - making inferences 
and referring to evidence in the text, knowing the purpose, audience 

for and context of the poems; - knowing how language, figurative 
language vocabulary choices, gramma, text structure and 

organisational features, present meaning, - recognising a range of 
poetic conventions and understanding how these have been used; - 

making critical comparison across texts/poems, participating in 
debates and structured discussions, summarising, - studying 

English literature both 1914 and contemporary poetry 
 

AO1 identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas 
select and synthesise evidence from different texts 
 
AO2: Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language 



 

Lesson Objectives 

To explore the concept of World War One 

To discuss the precise use of language and 

structure in WW1 posters aimed at recruiting young 

men  

To analyse the poem `Fall in` written by H Begbie 

with a clear focus on the main themes and use of 

figurative/persuasive language  

To annotate the studied poem with a clear focus on 

language techniques and structure  

To produce WW1 recruiting poem and poems and 

to evaluate its effectiveness  

To understand how writers use various techniques 

in order to have certain effects on the reader 

To explore the poem `The Hero` written by Siegfried 

Sassoon 

Keywords 

poetry, imagery, rhythm, sensory, structure, analysis, stanza, verse, symbolism, theme, irony, 

refrain, comparison, convey, contrast, suggest, identify, propaganda, patriotism, humiliation, 

segregation, soldiers, sacrifice, honour, mocked, pro-war, anti-war, frontline, trenches, 

bystanders, comrade, contradicting, atrocities, traumatised, heroes, patriots  

 

Ideas of how parents can support children in this unit 

Ensure that your child regularly reads at home books from the school library as well as their 

own reading books. 

Encourage your children to share their accelerated reading books with you at home and ensure 

that they regularly quiz on their reading books. 

Practise weekly topic spellings with your children. 

Discuss the famous WW1 poetry with your children and help them understand the main 

reasons why WW1 happened; how it ended and what WW1 propaganda was. 

20 minutes of reading each day using the accelerated reading books borrowed from the school 

library. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using 
relevant subject terminology to support their views 
 
AO3: Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how 
these are conveyed, across two or more texts 
 
AO4: Evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate 
textual references 
 
AO5: Communicate clearly, effectively, and imaginatively, selecting 
and adapting tone, style and register for different forms, purposes 
and audiences. Organise information and ideas, using structural 
and grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion of text 

 
 



To explore the poem `Flanders Field` by John 

McCrae 

To learn how and why a poet uses contrasting 

images and imagery in the poem `Disabled` written 

by Wilfred Owen 

To explore anti-war poem `Dulce Et Decorum Est` 

written by Wilfred Owen 

To compare and contrast studied pro-war and anti-

war WW1 poems  

Etc. 

Use the following website: BBC KS3 Bitesize English  

Encourage your children to quiz on all their school or home reading books in the library 

sessions. 

Exploring different genres of texts together (newspaper articles, poetry, reviews, short stories, 

internet articles, etc.). 

Literacy Booklet 1  

Learning weekly Spellings 1 

 

Marking/ Assessment of this unit 

Reading assessment – Reading paper – The World War One Poetry (analysing and compering 

pro-war and anti-war poems)  

Dulce vs Fall in – poems 

Pupils will regularly self-mark and peer assess their work. 

There will be a formative and a summative assessment per half-term. 

 

Virtual Curriculum and Extension ideas 

Media Studies  
*Campaign Project and Marketing  
* Drama Studies  
* Sign Language – BSL  
* An Introduction to Spoken English  
* BuJo Creative Bullet Journaling  
* Greater Depth Writing  
* Greater Depth Unit Shakespeare Behind the Words  
* The Love of Reading  
 

https://lourdesmac-my.sharepoint.com/personal/mrussell_stb_magnificat_org_uk/Documents/Website/English/Year%208/Autumn/Literacy-Booklet%201.ppt
https://lourdesmac-my.sharepoint.com/personal/mrussell_stb_magnificat_org_uk/Documents/Website/English/Year%208/Autumn/Spellings%201.docx


Catholic Ethos  

Attentive and Discerning – pupil explore what WW1 propaganda 

involved and how people in Britain were manipulated to join the army. 

Pupils will discuss the choices they had and they were affected by the 

society and the government. They express their opinions and their 

decisions as if they lived in that era.  

 Faith-filled and Hopeful – pupils will read and discuss the poem and 

reasons why many young men joined the war. They will understand the 

atmosphere in England during the WW1 and how people perceived future 

in those days. Pupils will link what they have learned about the WW1 to 

their own lives.  

Grateful and Generous – pupils explore the key themes of the poem and 

how soldiers became disabled r but they still had to cope with their lives. 

They will empathise with the soldiers and learn to be grateful for freedom 

and peace we have in Britain. 

SMSVC/ Personal Development 

Pupils will examine what propaganda is and how it was used in the WW1. 

Pupils will consider if propaganda can be good and useful or not. Pupils 

will learn to recognise and appreciate that fact that freedom is not granted 

to us, and many people died fighting for it in the war conflicts. Pupils will 

learn to sympathise and empathise with WW1 soldiers who fought and 

some of them died for their country (e.g. W Owen). Pupils will evaluate 

effects of war on this country and people in it. Pupils will explore and 

evaluate power persuasive speeches/poems and poster on public and will 

create their own examples of these. Pupils will consider what makes 

somebody a hero and will explore if there are different types of heroes. 

Cross Curricular Links 

* Linked to History - pupils learn main facts 

about WW1. They explore WW1 recruiting 

propaganda and its effects on people in Britain. 

Pupils explore recruiting poems/pro-war and 

anti-war poems. They will learn the social and 

historical background of why these poems were 

written.  Linked to Geography - pupils learn 

about the main battles across Europe and which 

countries took part actively in WW1.  

* RE - link to Year 8 Autumn 2 looking at 

Aquinas and his just war theory. Conscientious 

objectors and pacifism.             * Links to Art – 

Year 8, Spring 1 and 2, World War 2: Students 

will experiment with drawing and acrylic paint to 

copy a piece of Propaganda art from World War 

Two. Students will then create their own piece of 

propaganda or protest art with a positive 

British Values 

 

Individual Liberty 

- Freedom of speech for all 

- The right to make our own choices 

The Rule of Law 

- Understanding rules and why they are 

important 

- Following rules to develop order 

Mutual Respect  

- Treating others as you want to be treated 

- Respect for each other  

- Working together 

 

Careers 

Soldier, journalist, poet, writer, politician, 

campaigner, nurse  



message using their own choice of their 

material.                       

* Music - links through World War Music Y8Au1. 

Both subjects analyse War Songs this half term. 

* Science - links between War Unit and 'Matter' 

in science as both explore the weapons from 

WW2 and their elements. 

* Technology - the children present their 

product, using persuasive and speaking & 

listening technique resources from English dept. 

Links between both subjects through exploration 

of WW2. 

* PE and English dept work closely together 

throughout year through PE's use of cross-

curricular questioning poster, created by English 

departments and through the promotion of 

writing match reports. Key pupils for writing are 

shared with PE so that they can help to engage 

them to engage with writing through match 

reports. 

Tolerance  

- Learning about different faiths and 

cultures 

- Listen to other viewpoints 

- Learning about diversity 

Democracy 

- Making decisions together 

- The right to an option/voice  

 

 


