
 

 
 

St Bede’s Catholic Middle School 

“We are God’s children working together to be our best in love, learning, service and worship.” 

Departmental Scheme of Work 

Curriculum Intent in English:  Our ambitious and enriching curriculum explores a wide range of genres and texts to 
develop children’s reading, writing, speaking and listening skills. It is designed to promote a life-long love of reading 

and to give all pupils the knowledge they need to succeed in life.  
 

 

Sequencing 
of the 

Curriculum 

Michaelmas 1 – World War One Poetry 
Michaelmas 2 – Travel Writing 
Lent 1 – Boy in Striped Pyjamas by J Boyne 

Lent 2 –  Gothic/Horror Genre 
Trinity 1 – Gothic/Horror Genre 
Trinity 2 -  W Shakespeare – The Tempest 

Progression 
Model 

What knowledge will pupils develop? (Including Key 
Terminology) 

What skills will pupils develop? (Including literacy and numeracy) 

 
Pupils can CRAFT their writing to have different effect on the 
audience (e.g. Build effective suspense and tension). Pupils 
can apply different structures of writing to different purposes. 
Pupils can structure their whole text well - they can use 
paragraphs and varied punctuation effectively for different 
effects and purposes. Pupils begin to apply extended 
metaphors, effective figurative language and carefully chosen 
cohesive devices. Pupils can more confidently and effectively 
vary their sentence structures for effect. Pupils can rearrange 
different types of clause in their sentences to engage their 
readers more. Pupils can use well different types of verbs, 
adverbs effectively to vary the start of my sentences. Pupils 
use well and more frequently challenging vocabulary and a full 
range of devices in their own writing to impress the reader. 
 
 

 
KS3 English National Curriculum - writing accurately, fluently, 

effectively and at length for pleasure ; - writing for a wide range of 
purposes and audiences, including imaginative writing; - studying 
the effectiveness and impact of the grammatical features of the 

texts read; - drawing on new vocabulary and grammatical 
constructions and suing these consciously in writing to achieve 
particular effects; - planning, drafting, editing and proof-reading 

through considering show their writing reflects the audiences and 
purposes for which it is created; using Standard English confidently 

in own writing  
 

AO5: Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting 
and adapting tone, style and register for different forms, purposes 
and audiences. Organise information and ideas, using structural 
and grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion of text 



 

Lesson Objectives 

To be able to summarise the conventions of the 

gothic tradition 

To be able to evaluate the effect of gothic imagery 

in poems and texts 

To write a gothic poem using effective figurative 

language and imagery 

To explore the way in which atmosphere and 

expectation can be established 

To learn how writers structure short stories and to 

improve a gothic story 

To identify and evaluate various techniques used to 

create tension in a short film 

To explore how to build tension and suspense in 

writing  

Keywords 

gothic, conventions, suspense, tension, inference, deduction, eerie atmosphere, reveal, bizarre, 

bewilderment, imminent, silhouettes, forbidding, pathetic fallacy, phantoms, illusions, phantom, 

ghost, dilapidated, heirloom, haunting, hostile, obstacles, imagery 

 

Ideas of how parents can support children in this unit 

Ensure that your child regularly reads at home books from the school library as well as their 

own reading books. 

Encourage your children to share their accelerated reading books with you at home and ensure 

that they regularly quiz on their reading books. 

Practise weekly topic spellings with your children.    Use the following website: BBC KS3 

Bitesize English. 

Encourage your children to write short stories with clear focuses on effective uses of varied 

punctuation and powerful vocabulary. 

Focus on writing short stories in which tension and suspense are created effectively. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
AO6: Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and sentence 
structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and 
punctuation 
 
AO2: Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language 
and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using 
relevant subject terminology to support their views 



To develop knowledge of descriptive techniques 

and to apply it in own writing (a monster description) 

To explore different short stories, poems and novels 

– Monkey`s Paw, Dracula, Dr Jekyll and Hyde, The 

Raven, The Sound of Murder, Sandman 

To produce a review of a gothic movie for children – 

e.g. Nightmare before Christmas , Tim Burton`s 

Corpse Bride or Frankenweenie 

Etc. 

20 minutes of reading each day using the accelerated reading books borrowed from the school 

library. 

Exploring different novels and short stories which belong to the Gothic/Horror/Mystery genre.  

Use the following website: BBC KS3 Bitesize English. 

Literacy Booklet 4 

Learning weekly Spellings 4 

 

Marking/ Assessment of this unit 

Writing – to procure a gothic horror inspired short story or short story opening/To produce vivid 

description of a haunted place using tension and suspense techniques   

Transition assessment  

Pupils will regularly self-mark and peer assess their work. 

There will be a formative and a summative assessment per half-term. 

 

Virtual Curriculum and Extension ideas 

Media Studies  
*Campaign Project and Marketing  
* Drama Studies  
* Sign Language – BSL  
* An Introduction to Spoken English  
* BuJo Creative Bullet Journaling  
* Greater Depth Writing  
* Greater Depth Unit Shakespeare Behind the Words  
* The Love of Reading  
 

https://lourdesmac-my.sharepoint.com/personal/mrussell_stb_magnificat_org_uk/Documents/Website/English/Year%208/Spring/Spellings%204.docx
https://lourdesmac-my.sharepoint.com/personal/mrussell_stb_magnificat_org_uk/Documents/Website/English/Year%208/Spring/Spellings%204.docx


Catholic Ethos  

Curious and Active - pupils learn about different features of Horror and 

Gothic Genre. They will explore gothic poetry and produce independently 

poems and imaginative pieces of writing which build tension and 

suspense.                                                                       

Learned and Wise - pupils use their reading and proof-reading skills by 

analysing a very poor-quality gothic short story and then they will 

independently improve the story using techniques carefully and wisely 

they have learned in the previous lessons.                             

 Learned and Wise - based on the studied texts and techniques, pupils 

produce a transitional piece of writing in which they will apply their 

knowledge and skills learned from the previous lessons. 

SMSVC/ Personal Development 

Pupils will explore if fear is only a negative feeling, or it can be positive 

too. Pupils will develop their prediction and anticipation skills and ways 

how they can create suspense and tension in their own writing. Pupils will 

explore different types of crimes and consequences linked with them in 

various short stories. Pupils will use their imagination to produce various 

types of writing. 

Cross Curricular Links 

* Linked to KS2 English - pupils explore in depth 

horror genre and apply their knowledge of key 

features of this genre in their work. They will 

revisit suspense and tension techniques studied 

in KS2 English. Pupils with experiment with 

varied punctuation (learned in K2) for clarity, 

effect and purpose.                                             

*  Linked to Art - pupils design their own fictional 

story characters and settings, before drafting 

their creative pieces of writing.                                                                    

* Linked to History - pupils explore the historical 

background of Gothic genre and the most 

famous pieces of work by various famous 

English writers, e.g. Dracula.  

* Links to Art: Year 8, Summer 2, Exploring 

Horror and Gothic stories: Students will create 

their own Horror and Gothic drawing using 

pencil, building on students’ awareness of the 

Formal Elements of Art. Students will make in-

British Values 

Individual Liberty 

- Freedom of speech for all 

- The right to make our own choices 

 

Tolerance  

- Learning about different faiths and 

cultures 

- Listen to other viewpoints 

- Learning about diversity 

 

 

Careers 

Writer, author, poet, journalist 



depth annotations and effectively vary their 

sentence structures for effect. 

* RE: both subjects complete a diary entry this 

half term, using a shared success criteria. 

* PE and English dept work closely together 

throughout year through PE's use of cross-

curricular questioning poster, created by English 

departments and through the promotion of 

writing match reports. Key pupils for writing are 

shared with PE so that they can help to engage 

them to engage with writing through match 

reports. 

 


