
 

 
 

St Bede’s Catholic Middle School 

“We are God’s children working together to be our best in love, learning, service and worship.” 

Departmental Scheme of Work 

Curriculum Intent in English:  Our ambitious and enriching curriculum explores a wide range of genres and texts to 
develop children’s reading, writing, speaking and listening skills. It is designed to promote a life-long love of reading 

and to give all pupils the knowledge they need to succeed in life.  
 

 
 

Sequencing 
of the 

Curriculum 

Michaelmas 1 – World War One Poetry 
Michaelmas 2 – Travel Writing 
Lent 1 – Boy in Striped Pyjamas by J Boyne 

Lent 2 –  Gothic/Horror Genre 
Trinity 1 – Gothic/Horror Genre 
Trinity 2 -  W Shakespeare – The Tempest 

Progression 
Model 

What knowledge will pupils develop? (Including Key 
Terminology) 

What skills will pupils develop? (Including literacy and numeracy) 

 
Pupils can identify most relevant points clearly, including those 
selected from different places in the text. Pupils can make 
comments and support them using relevant quotes from the 
text. Pupils explore Shakespearean language and can 
comment on it effectively, focusing on language choices and 
structural choices. Pupils make relevant inferences and 
deductions when analysing, based on the textual evidence. 
Pupils can comment on structural choices, showing awareness 
and understanding of the writer`s craft. They can identify 
various features of a writer`s use of language. Pupils how 
understanding of the relationships between texts and the 
contexts in which they were written. 
 
 
 

 
KS3 English National Curriculum - developing an appreciation and 

love of reading, and reading plays with a wide range of genres, 
historical periods, forms and authors - William Shakespeare - The 
Tempest. Knowing the purpose, audience for and context of the 
play and drawing on this knowledge to support comprehension; -

understanding how the work of dramatists is communicated 
effectively through performance and how alternative staging allows 

for different interpretations of a play; - studying setting, plot ,and 
characterisation, and the effects of these 

 
AO1 identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas 

select and synthesise evidence from different texts 
 
AO2: Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language 



 

Lesson Objectives 

To explore the world of William Shakespeare 

(biography)  The Tempest play 

To be able to explain the historical and social 

background/context for Shakespeare`s work 

To understand key facts about life in Elizabethan 

Era – Golden age (16th century) 

To explore Elizabethan theatre and the Globe 

Theatre in London 

To examine language of William Shakespeare and 

how it worked 

To get an overview of all tragedies and comedies 

William Shakespeare wrote 

To explore one of his plays in a greater detail – The 

Tempest 

Keywords 

playwright, soliloquy, supernatural, witches, jealousy, protagonist, antagonist, stage, theatre, 

heroes, traitors, drama, comedies, tragedies, stage directions, prophecy, surreal, treachery, 

Elizabethan theatre, deceiving looks, motif, theme, revenge, contemporary 

 

Ideas of how parents can support children in this unit 

Ensure that your child regularly reads at home books from the school library as well as their 

own reading books. 

Encourage your children to share their accelerated reading books with you at home and ensure 

that they regularly quiz on their reading books. 

Practise weekly topic spellings with your children. 

Discuss with children who William Shakespeare was and what tragedies and comedies he 

wrote.  

Use the following website: BBC KS3 Bitesize English 

20 minutes of reading each day using the accelerated reading books borrowed from the school 

library. 

 
 
 
 
 

and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using 
relevant subject terminology to support their views 
 
AO3: Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how 
these are conveyed, across two or more texts 
 
AO4: Evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate 
textual references 

 



To take part in drama activities based on one of the 

studied plays of William Shakespeare The Tempest 

To explore key themes of the play 

To examine main characters and the plot of the 

story 

Etc. 

 

Encourage your children to quiz on all their school or home reading books in the library 

sessions. 

Encourage children to borrow W Shakespeare`s plays (easy readers) from the school library 

and discuss the stories with them. 

Literacy Booklet 6 

Learning weekly Spellings 6 

 

 

Marking/ Assessment of this unit 

Drama activity 

 Essay writing – Shakespearean language and structure analysis  

Pupils will regularly self-mark and peer assess their work. 

There will be a formative and a summative assessment per half-term. 

 

Virtual Curriculum and Extension ideas 

Media Studies  
*Campaign Project and Marketing  
* Drama Studies  
* Sign Language – BSL  
* An Introduction to Spoken English  
* BuJo Creative Bullet Journaling  
* Greater Depth Writing  
* Greater Depth Unit Shakespeare Behind the Words  
* The Love of Reading  
 

https://lourdesmac.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/STBStaff/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BFEEA0374-6A6E-4DC7-99AA-697D816E9EC9%7D&file=Literacy-Booklet%206.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true
https://lourdesmac.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/STBStaff/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B3EBCC0D4-1C70-4058-8A8F-47ECDED4E2F1%7D&file=Spellings%206.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true


Catholic Ethos  

Attentive and Discerning – pupils discuss typical Shakespearean 

English and how William S created thousands of words which are part of 

our vocabulary. Pupils will use examples of these words in their work and 

show their understanding whilst reading WS plays, specifically The 

Tempest.                     

Curious and Active – pupils research and discuss who William 

Shakespeare was and what he wrote. They will produce a fact file about 

him and his work. They are encouraged to ask questions and contribute 

well in lessons.  

Eloquent and Truthful – pupils explore different acts and scenes from 

the play Tempest by WS and how they were acted out in Elizabethan 

theatre. They will then practise and perform these scripts using 

Shakespearean English and values/beliefs of that era. 

SMSVC/ Personal Development 

Pupils will explore how English language developed to be what it is now. 

Pupils will examine English language during Shakespearean era and how 

new words were added to it. Pupils will explore social and historical 

background of the plays which WS wrote. Pupils will compare nowadays 

way of life and theatre experience with what they were like in the past. 

Pupils will rewrite parts of plays in nowadays English and consider the 

different effects on readers. Pupils will act out different acts from the 

studied play and practise their speaking and listening skills as well as 

presentation skills. Pupils will explore the key themes of the story and link 

them to today`s way of life and values.  

Cross Curricular Links 

* Linked to History - pupils explore the way of 

life and society values of Elizabethan Era in 

comparison to nowadays. They learn main facts 

about famous London theatre - The Globe. 

Pupils investigate Shakespearean English and 

analyse it with a closer look at vocabulary and 

grammar choices.                                 

*  Linked with Drama - pupils perform parts of 

the play - The Tempest and evaluate each 

other`s performances.                  

* Link with SMVSC - RSE exploring different 

types of relationships and conflicts between 

families. 

* PE and English dept work closely together 

throughout year through PE's use of cross-

curricular questioning poster, created by English 

departments and through the promotion of 

writing match reports. Key pupils for writing are 

British Values 

Individual Liberty 

- Freedom of speech for all 

- The right to make our own choices 

Mutual Respect  

- Treating others as you want to be treated 

- Respect for each other  

- Working together 

Democracy 

- Making decisions together 

- The right to an option/voice  

 

Careers 

Playwright, author, writer, actor, theatre director, 

film maker, director, artist  



shared with PE so that they can help to engage 

them to engage with writing through match 

reports. 

 


