
 

 
 

St Bede’s Catholic Middle School 

“We are God’s children working together to be our best in love, learning, service and worship.” 

Departmental Scheme of Work 

Curriculum Intent in French: Our French curriculum has been designed to look at another culture and other French speaking countries across the globe, whilst 

promoting our British Values by keeping mutual respect for and tolerance of those who are different in culture, faith or without faith at the centre of our studies, taking every 

opportunity to develop and promote every pupil’s spiritual development, allowing pupils to understand their own faith and ensuring that they are well rounded citizens. 

Sequencing of 
the Curriculum 

Michaelmas 1 – Descriptions physiques 
 
 

Lent  – Les vêtements et la météo  
Trinity  – Célébrations culturelles 

Progression 
Model 

What knowledge will pupils develop? (Including Key Terminology) What skills will pupils develop? (Including literacy and numeracy) 

To be able to use the plural of colour adjectives   
-To use the verbs ‘avoir’ and ‘être’  in the present tense  
-To write a description of student’s own hair (length – colour – style) and 
eye colour  
-To build an accurate description of someone’s hair using 3 details and eye 
colour  
-To add detail to the physical description with facial features and facial 
hair   
-To be able to write, say and understand if someone wears glasses or not  
-To understand a spoken description of someone with accuracy  
-To describe people’s height and weight and using the correct form of the 
adjectives (adjectival agreement)   
-To give one’s opinion on a member of the family and justifying it by using 
adjectives of personality and recalling the rules about feminine agreement  
-To give one’s opinion and extending it using the conjunctions’ mais’, ‘car’ 
and ‘parce que’  
-To produce an accurate physical description recalling everything seen so 
far  
-To read a detailed physical description of someone including also likes 
and dislikes and previously unseen material 

- listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and 
responding  
-explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link 
the spelling, sound and meaning of words describing physical appearance  
-engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and 
respond to those of others; seek clarification and help  
-speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language 
structures 
- present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences 
 -read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing  
- broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words 
that are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a 
dictionary  
-write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to 
express ideas clearly  
- describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing  
- develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand 
when they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases 
- understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, 
including (where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the 



 

Lesson Objectives 

 

1-Write a brief description of your hair/eyes and someone 

else’s  

2- Build an accurate description of someone’s hair using 3 

details and eye colour  

3- Add detail to the physical description with facial features 

and facial hair  

4-Describe people’s height and weight and use the correct 

adjectives (adjectival agreement)  

5-Produce an accurate physical description recalling 

everything seen so far 

Keywords 

Verbs: avoir – être  

Nouns: yeux – cheveux – taille - poids 

Adjectives : court – long – main colours for eyes/hair 

Ideas of how parents can support children in this unit 

Go on Beginners Linguascope (moi et ma famille section) and practise the vocabulary in the following units by 

playing games: https://www.linguascope.com/secure/students/beginner/french.php   

How many of these adjectives can you work out? https://www.languefr.net/2017/06/vocabulaire-francais-de-la-

description.html   

Make your child describe in French people you may see on television or family members. 

Marking/ Assessment of this unit 

Controlled assessment / extended piece of writing: students describe themselves and 2 family members of their 

choice: one male and one female.  

Reading + Listening. 

 
 
 

•  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

conjugation of high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; 
how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from 
or are similar to English 
  
 
 

https://www.linguascope.com/secure/students/beginner/french.php
https://www.languefr.net/2017/06/vocabulaire-francais-de-la-description.html
https://www.languefr.net/2017/06/vocabulaire-francais-de-la-description.html


Virtual Curriculum and Extension ideas 

Beginners section: Moi et ma famille: https://www.linguascope.com/secure/students/beginner/french.php   

BBC Bitesize: KS2: https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/z39d7ty   

BBC Bitesize KS3: 

Listening: https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/clips/z3pd7hv   

Grammar: https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/clips/zxj3cwx  https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/clips/zcbxp39   

Writing: https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/clips/zqks39q  https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/clips/zt2rk7h  

Catholic Ethos  

Pupils are grateful for the resources they have access to and generous in their ability to 

share their own learning with one another by being peer teachers in relation to 

understanding physical descriptions and adjectival agreement. 

SMSVC/ Personal Development 

Students consider the emotional impact of describing other people and how certain 

words can impact on others’ self-esteem and emotional wellbeing.  We provide our 

children with opportunities for them to learn about rights and responsibilities and 

appreciate what it means to be a member of a diverse society. Our children are 

encouraged to develop their sense of self-worth by playing a positive role in 

contributing to school life and the wider community. 

Cross Curricular Links 

Maths: Regular Numeracy starters in class.  

English: Grammar, sentence structure, conjugation. 

Discussing the place of the adjective in English. Regular 

Literacy starters in class.  

RE: French prayer every lesson and looking at the 

Catholic Values and Virtues and how this links to the 

lesson. Y6 Sp2 UnitG - Y5Au2 Unit D - Y6 Au2 unit D.  

Art: drawing for their title page. Drawing symbols for 

housing and locations to retain it better. (Y8Au2 - Y6Sp - 

Y5 Au)  

Geography: location of countries of origin in the world. 

Link with Y5 Spring settlements topic and Y8Au2, Tourism 

and Y8Sp Power of Europe.  

History: links to Y6su - Local History of Redditch 

British Values 

It is expected that pupils should understand that while 

different people may hold different views about what is 

‘right’ and ‘wrong’, all people living in England are subject 

to its law. The school’s ethos and teaching, which schools 

should make parents aware of, should support the rule of 

English civil and criminal law and schools should not 

teach anything that undermines it. If schools teach about 

religious law, particular care should be taken to explore 

the relationship between state and religious law. Pupils 

should be made aware of the difference between the law 

of the land and religious law. 

Careers 

What careers are related to language? 

Which careers would benefit from knowing 

another language? 
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