
 

 

 
 

St Bede’s Catholic Middle School 

“We are God’s children working together to be our best in love, learning, service and worship.” 

Geography Departmental Scheme of Work 

Year 8 Lent term – Power of Europe 

Curriculum Intent in Geography:  To build and develop an ambitious curriculum to challenge and stretch all pupils regardless 

of age or ability. A curriculum that blends seamlessly from first school through to high school, which will ensure pupils gain 

the knowledge and skills to become stewards of the planet. 

Sequencing of 
the Curriculum 

Michaelmas 1 – We’re all going on a summer holiday (Tourism) 
Michaelmas 2 –  We’re all going on a summer holiday (Tourism) 
Lent 1 – Power of Europe 

Lent 2 – Power of Europe 
Trinity 1 –Asian Adventure 
Trinity 2 - Asian Adventure 

Progression 
Model 

What knowledge will pupils develop? (Including Key Terminology) What skills will pupils develop? (Including literacy and numeracy) 

*To understand the main aims of the European Union.                                              
*To understand European migration into the UK.                                                             
*To understand the issue of hate crime in Europe.                                                             
*To understand how Europe is becoming more sustainable.                                        
*To understand the impacts of food growing in Europe.                                               
*To understand alternative tourism in Europe.                                                          
*To understand volcanic activity in Italy.   
*To understand the push and pull factors of refugees coming to Europe.                    
*To understand what Brexit is and why is it happening.                                                        
 

*Developing Atlas skills of our continent.  
*Using Graphs and Statistical data to analyse populations, climates, and other 
statistical factors 
*Use technical diagrams to explain the process of natural disasters including 
volcanic eruptions and earthquakes             
*Translation of key words from MFL to English. 



Lesson Objectives 

- Introduction to Europe- what do I already know? Locating 

key places 

- Who are the European Union and what do they do? 

- Understanding migration across Europe 

- Exploring Crime in Europe 

- What is Sustainable Development? 

- Food Production in Europe 

- The Impact of Tourism 

- What happened in Pompeii, investigating Mt Vesuvius 

- Understanding Refugees- Syria 

- What is the impact of Brexit?  

 

Keywords 

Latitude and longitude, Higher Income Countries (HICs), Newly Emerging Economies (NEEs), Lower Income 

Countries (LICs), European Union, Brexit, Migration, Sustainable development, Tourism, Refugees  

Ideas of how parents can support children in this unit 

- Use Atlases to improve locational knowledge. These could be bought or borrowed from local libraries. 

- Encourage children to watch https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround to keep up to date with what’s is happening 

- https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfkmhyc 

- Discuss current affairs with children, these can be censored to be age appropriate, but can help to gauge 

their understanding of a situation. 

Marking/ Assessment of this unit 

- Children will self and peer assess throughout this unit.  

- Teacher assessment done throughout unit monitoring class discussions and work produced. 

- Books will be marked by teacher once every four weeks in line with school policy  

- Formal assessment at the end of the topic.  

Virtual Curriculum and Extension ideas 

- Plan a journey through Europe, with costings and timings. Does the route double back on itself? Is there a 

more logical route. What do you see along the way? 

- Write a news report about something you have seen in the news currently/historically. 

Catholic Ethos  

As we explore a vast continent, we will consider how we can be compassionate in our 

actions towards others and loving in our approach to the topics we explore especially 

the effects of migration, refugees and poverty. 

SMSVC/ Personal Development 

-Understand how we fit into the wider world.  

- Look at how decisions are made by and for us and how it affects our lives.  

- How can the pupil as an individual grow and change their lives in the face of changes 

in Europe 

Cross Curricular Links 

-French/ MFL- key words given in European languages 

and children challenged to translate  

-English- children explore WWI poetry in Autumn year 8 

Maths- Uses Co-ordinates to locate key places and 

projects around Europe. Analyse statistical 

representations                                                                                                                                        

History- Ancient Greece and the Romans taught in 

Autumn and Spring Year 6.                                                                                                                                          

RE- Year 8 Spring 2 'Why are Relationships important' 

British Values 

- Look at how democracy has allowed the EU to sustain 

its power in Europe 

- Look at how the Rule of Law is needed to ensure that 

decisions are carried out fairly for countries and their 

people and what happens when this is not the case 

- Be respectful and tolerant of other cultures and ways 

of living/people circumstances 

Careers 

- Politics – look at Brexit and the structures of different 

parliaments across Europe 

- Tourism Jobs - Holiday sector, eco holiday sector, 

Airlines etc 

- Aid work – refugee camps, fundraising charities. 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfkmhyc

