
 

 

 
 

St Bede’s Catholic Middle School 

“We are God’s children working together to be our best in love, learning, service and worship.” 

Geography Departmental Scheme of Work 

Year 7 Lent term – Extreme Climates (Africa) 

Curriculum Intent in Geography:  To build and develop an ambitious curriculum to challenge and stretch all pupils regardless 

of age or ability. A curriculum that blends seamlessly from first school through to high school, which will ensure pupils gain 

the knowledge and skills to become stewards of the planet. 

Sequencing of 
the Curriculum 

Michaelmas 1 – Weather and Climate 
Michaelmas 2 – Weather and Climate 
Lent 1 – Extreme Climate 

Lent 2 – Extreme Climates 
Trinity 1 – Coastlines 
Trinity 2 -  Coastlines 

Progression 
Model 

What knowledge will pupils develop? (Including Key Terminology) What skills will pupils develop? (Including literacy and numeracy) 

• Understand that Africa is a continent, and how media portrayal 
leads to misconceptions 

• To understand where Africa is in terms of its Geographical location 
(Latitudes, Longitudes, Equator, Tropics, Oceans and Countries 

• Understand the stereotypes around Africa and where they 
originate, through the history of colonisation, environmental 
factors and Socio-economic impacts. 

• Understand the range of climates and Biomes in Africa 

• Understand the demographic of Kenya through population, living 
conditions and development. 

• Understand the constantly changing nature of urbanisation both 
within Africa and Globally, with reference to the Brandt line. 

• Understand the problems caused by rapid urbanisation in LICs 
 

• Ability to interpret and reference graphs for populations, climates and 
other statistical factors. 

• Interpret and use a range of maps including, world maps, population 
maps and topographical maps. 

• Read and use both lines of longitude and latitude.  

• Develop reasoning skills and oracy skills through sources including text 
and images. 

• Understand and interpret the demographic Transition Model (DMT) 
 



Lesson Objectives 

• To be able to assess the stereotypical image of Africa.  

• To identify the effects of European colonialism in 
Africa. 

• To identify key geographical features of Africa. 

• To be able to understand the pattern of climate zones 
and biomes across Africa 

• To be able to understand the causes of the global 
development gap. 

• To know factors that help to show the development 
of a country 

• To be able to understand the demographic transition 
model 

• To be able to interpret population pyramids  

• To be able to assess the impact of malaria on Africa 

• To understand how global patterns of urbanisation 
are changing 

• To know the problems created by rapid urbanisation 
in LIC’s 

• To be able to gain knowledge of Kenya and discuss 
the impact of its changing employment structure. 

• Project/ Assessment 
 

 

Keywords 
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Ideas of how parents can support children in this unit 

• Parents can discuss what pupils have learnt and compare this to their own understanding of Africa.  

• If there are any relevant news stories at the time, discuss them with your child. What do they think? What 

is the impact? Does it impact us? Can we do anything to help? 

• Use websites such as those below to help your child read about events in Africa. 

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/search?filter=bitesize&scope=bitesize&q=africa 

• https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/?s=africa&post_type= 

• https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/countries/country-fact-file-kenya/. 

Marking/ Assessment of this unit 

• Assessment through class discussions and monitoring class work. 

• Books will be marked in line with the school policy of once every four weeks, using the correct 

assessment sheets 

• Pupils will regularly self-mark and peer assess at the end of lessons which teacher will review when they 

mark books.  

• An end of topic formal assessment will be carried out.  

Virtual Curriculum and Extension ideas 

• Explore parts of Africa in the media/ documentaries.  

• Research case studies on a particular aspect of the country e.g.health care provision, illness, water, 
education etc.  

• Find out about cultural customs in Kenya/ tribes. 

Catholic Ethos  

To consider how there are significant differences within countries, especially between 

HICs and LICs. To show compassion towards other cultures yet loving as we explore 

misconceptions of the continent of Africa.  

SMSVC/ Personal Development 

Discovering our place in society and the fortunes we are afforded from living in a HIC.  

To consider and compare the lives of our fellow peers and how we can use our 

attributes to better the lives of others. Discussion of Prejudices and stereotyping. 

Cross Curricular Links 

Year 7 English- Study of the novel “Journey to J'Burg” a 

family's Journey through South Africa in the time of 

Apartheid.  

History- Understanding how Africa was colonised 

Music- West African sounds studied in Year 7 Spring  

British Values 

Demonstrate our mutual respect for those of different 

cultures, backgrounds and faiths both within our 

community but also use these values when considering 

how people live in other countries, sometimes without 

these values.  

Careers 

Tourism and leisure Jobs discussed and researched 

Aid work for those areas that are still developing or in 

need. 

Wildlife work such as protection of endangered species.  
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