
 

 
 

St Bede’s Catholic Middle School 

“We are God’s children working together to be our best in love, learning, service and worship.” 

Geography Departmental Scheme of Work 

Michaelmas Term – River deep mountain high 

Curriculum Intent in Geography:  To build and develop an ambitious curriculum to challenge and stretch all pupils regardless 

of age or ability. A curriculum that blends seamlessly from first school through to high school, which will ensure pupils gain 

the knowledge and skills to become stewards of the planet. 

Sequencing of 
the Curriculum 

Michaelmas 1 – River deep mountain high 
Michaelmas 2 – River deep Mountain High 
Lent 1 – Heal the world 

Lent 2 – Heal the world 
Trinity 1 – Keeping it local 
Trinity 2 - Keeping it local 

Progression 
Model 

What knowledge will pupils develop? (Including Key Terminology) What skills will pupils develop? (Including literacy and numeracy) 

 
- Understanding the water cycle and where our water comes from. 
- Exploring features of a river in different parts. 
- Identifying rivers of the world.  
- Investigating the types of Weathering and Erosion.  
- Identifying and evaluating how we use rivers. 
- Exploring flooding.  
- Exploring features of mountains           
- Identifying world mountains.    

 
- Atlas skills  

o Identifying key rivers and mountains around the world  
o Discover rivers sources and mouths,   
o Discover key mountain ranges.                                      

- Practical work- exploring types of erosion and weathering using 
investigation.                                 

- Field trip to the river- measuring river speed, width. (Sarehole Mill new 
for 22-23) 



Lesson Objectives 

To understand where our water comes from 
Locating UK Rivers and Mountains 
Identify the features of a River 
Identify features of a Mountain 
How rivers wear away rocky beds – Erosion and 
Deposition 
How do we use Rivers? 
Why do we need Damns? 
Exploring World Rivers and Mountain ranges  
Where are they located?  
Hazards in mountains and volcanoes 
 

Keywords 

Water cycle, Evaporation, Precipitation, Source, dam, mouth, delta, levee, valley, river, rapids, gorge, channel, 

waterfall, tributary, channel, meander, waterfall, floodplain, conservation, industry, leisure, estuary, reservoir, 

ox- bow lake, freeze- thaw, physical weathering, transportation, flooding 

Ideas of how parents can support children in this unit 

This unit focusses on Physical Geography and the changing planet. Therefore, children will gain more 

understanding if they are able to see the things discussed, in reality or virtual reality This may involve walking to 

local parks and exploring any rivers, streams, reservoirs etc. Or opportunities to go further afield and see 

mountain ranges and national parks either on a family trip or using virtual reality. This will really help develop 

their interest and curiosity. Getting to know key words will also really help their learning. This includes how to 

use them in context and knowing how to spell them 

Marking/ Assessment of this unit 

In line with the new marking policy, teachers will mark pupils’ books once every four weeks to include a feedback 

sheet printed on green paper. In between this time, pupils will self and peer mark as well as gaining verbal 

feedback.  

At the end of the topic there will be a formal assessment to determine what information pupils have retained.  

Virtual Curriculum and Extension ideas 

Try making a model river at home: https://www.3dgeography.co.uk/river-models 

Practise key words using a word search/ cross- words: https://www.3dgeography.co.uk/geography-word-search 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/07/12/crosswords/CROSSWORDS-rivers.html 

Explore Rivers in the local area 

Catholic Ethos 

By exploring the physical environment of our planet, pupils will develop an awareness 

of how we should be grateful for what we have and how we can care for the planet 

through the study of its most notable Rivers and Mountains  

 

SMSVC/ Personal Development 

Pupils to consider their place within the vast world and their contribution to its 

changing environments. 

 

Cross Curricular Links 

Science- Understanding the water cycle and impact of 

chemical erosion and weathering. 

History - how the world has physically changed over time. 

RE- how God's creation is being used and sometimes 

polluted  

Link to maths- Understanding river measurements                             

 

British Values 

Individual liberty – We all have the responsibility to be 

accountable for our actions in how we treat our planet 

Careers 

- Geologists and other careers relating to the 

protection and study of river and their changing 

features. 

- Damn workers and why they need to monitor the 

levels and structural integrity 

 

https://www.3dgeography.co.uk/river-models
https://www.3dgeography.co.uk/geography-word-search
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/07/12/crosswords/CROSSWORDS-rivers.html

