
 

 

 
 

St Bede’s Catholic Middle School 

“We are God’s children working together to be our best in love, learning, service and worship.” 

Geography Departmental Scheme of Work 

Year 7 Michaelmas term – Weather and Climate 

Curriculum Intent in Geography:  To build and develop an ambitious curriculum to challenge and stretch all pupils regardless 

of age or ability. A curriculum that blends seamlessly from first school through to high school, which will ensure pupils gain 

the knowledge and skills to become stewards of the planet. 

Sequencing of 
the Curriculum 

Michaelmas 1 – Weather and Climate 
Michaelmas 2 – Weather and Climate 
Lent 1 – Extreme Climates 

Lent 2 – Extreme Climates 
Trinity 1 – Coastlines 
Trinity 2 - Coastlines 

Progression 
Model 

What knowledge will pupils develop? (Including Key Terminology) What skills will pupils develop? (Including literacy and numeracy) 

• Extend knowledge about parts of the water cycle and how they occur 

• Understanding what weather is and how it affects human activities 

• Understand how weather is measured through a range of Instruments 

• The names of a range of cloud formations and how they form. 

• That there are three types of rain 

• How the three types of rain occur and why 

• How and why different air pressure occur and affect weather 

• Causes and affects of heatwaves.  

• How air masses affect UK weather.  

• Knowing typical weather of a depression.             

• Exploring world climate zones. 

• Understanding why places have different climates, including UK 
climate. 

• The process of the Hadley cell. 

• Measuring and recording the weather with a range of instruments 

• Interpreting geographical images and written sources 

• Collecting, presenting, and analysing weather data.  

• Drawing and interpreting climate graphs.  

• Developing Atlas skills.  
 



Lesson Objectives 

What is weather? 

Exploring what instruments are used to measure the Weather 

Identifying types of cloud 

Understanding rainfall and airmass 

What is climate? 

Understanding climate zones 

Climate change natural theories 

Understanding greenhouse gasses 

What is my carbon footprint? 

What are the noticeable effects of climate change 

The effects of floods and storms 

What is happening as the ice caps melt? 

How can we adapt to our changing climate? 

Keywords 

Weather, Climate, Beaufort scale, Weather forecast, Types of Clouds, Air pressure, Air masses, depression, 

storms, climate graphs, climate zones, latitude, altitude, ocean currents, prevailing winds, storms , microclimate, 

temperate, climate change, anemometer, barometer, meteorology, meteorologist, thermometer, rain gauge, 

greenhouse gas, deforestation, carbon footprint  

Ideas of how parents can support children in this unit 

• To explore secondary sources such as weather forecast and the symbols used- newspapers, Television. 

• Purchase an atlas for your child to study and share at home. 

• Watch and discuss programs such as ‘Countryfile or other nature programs to see how our environment is 

being affected and how people are adapting to these changes.’ 

Marking/ Assessment of this unit 

In line with the new marking policy, pupils books will be marked once every four weeks and a green feedback 

sheet will be given. 

Between these times pupils will self and peer assess as well as being given verbal feedback. 

An end of topic test will be carried out to assess how pupils have retained their learning. 

Virtual Curriculum and Extension ideas 

• Use BBC bitesize for interactive videos and revision resources, https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/clips/zr7hyrd 

• Encourage children to watch and understand the weather forecast 

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/forecast/? 

• Design or research a product that can help overcome one of the aspects of climate change eg- a machine that 

sucks the harmful greenhouse gasses up and helps them escape the atmosphere.  

Catholic Ethos  

• Developing an awareness of how weather and climate can affect human activities. 

• Considering vulnerable populations at times of needs, such as elderly in a 

heatwave, elderly and young children in extreme weather and climate conditions. 

• To reflect on how we can be grateful for the temperate climate we live in and how 

we can always be comfortable to go outside. 

SMSVC/ Personal Development 

Considering living conditions around the world and human rights. 

To consider our own effects on the overall climate by the actions we take and decisions 

we make. 

Cross Curricular Links 

• Science- understanding the water cycle and 

environmental conditions 

• Maths- interpreting numbers and weather statistics- 

comparing places. Understanding and drawing own 

climate graphs.  

• English- describing weather and climate conditions across 

the global, expected to use high level of written work                     

• French- 'Clothes and Weather' in Year 6 Spring 

British Values 

The rules of law  

• Understanding why rules such as recycling, 

clean energy, congestion zones etc are so 

important for the future of the planet 

 

Careers 

• Meteorologist 

• Climatologist 

• Storm chasers 

• Environmental Scientists 
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