
 

 

 
 

St Bede’s Catholic Middle School 

“We are God’s children working together to be our best in love, learning, service and worship.” 

Departmental Scheme of Work 

Curriculum Intent in History:  We encourage all pupils to understand how our country has developed through time and 

has influenced, and has been influenced, by the wider world. History lessons give pupils the opportunity to thrive in 

stimulating lessons as they learn how the past has created our present and future. 

Sequencing of 
the Curriculum 

Michaelmas 1 – Industrial Revolution 
Michaelmas 2 – Industrial Revolution 
Lent 1 – World War I 

Lent 2 – World War II 
Trinity 1 – Black America and Civil Rights 
Trinity 2 – Black America and Civil Rights 

Progression 
Model 

What knowledge will pupils develop? (Including Key Terminology) What skills will pupils develop? (Including literacy and numeracy) 

• Understand the concept of slavery and the lives of black people. 

• Explore the British Empire and the Slave Trade Triangle. 

• To be able to describe conditions on the Middle Passage, the 
process of a slave auction and the importance of the 'underground 
railroad'.  

• Understand Jim Crows Laws and their effect on racial segregation 
which led to important events of the Civil Rights movement. 

• Leads to knowledge development in MAC high schools. 

• Develop empathy through looking at the atrocities those slaves faced, 
also helped by writing diaries from different perspectives. 

• Gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into 
different contexts. 

• Promote decoding and problem-solving skills. 

• Analyse historical sources and the reliability of them. 

• know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider 
world: the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features 
of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind. 

• Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and 
consequence, similarity, difference and significance. 



Lesson Objectives 

• Understand what slavery is, what it was like and the process of 

the Slave Trade Triangle. 

• Identify what it was like for slaves on the Middle Passage. 

• Understand what happened at a slave auction. 

• Explore life as a slave and slave trader on a cotton plantation. 

• Discover the different ways slaves resisted their enslavement 

and understand how the slave railroad worked. 

• Identify some of the key individuals who opposed slavery. 

• Understand the reasons for and against the abolition of the 

slave trade. 

• Explore the Jim Crow Laws and find out why they were 

introduced. 

• Understand who the Ku Klux Klan were. 

• Explore racial segregation in education by looking at the case of 

Brown vs Board of Education. 

• Understand the significance of Rosa Parks and the Montgomery 

Bus Boycott and the key people involved in the Civil Rights 

Movement. 

• Understand the impact of the British Wind rush generation. 

Keywords 

Slavery, Trade Triangle, Slave, Freedom, Negro, Middle Passage, Auction, Plantation, Rebellion, Abolition, 

Abolitionist, Jim Crow Law, Segregation, Equality, Civil Rights, Boycott, Apartheid. 

Ideas of how parents can support children in this unit 

• Encourage children to read/watch historical documentaries or fun shows like horrible histories on the 

BBC. 

Marking/ Assessment of this unit 

Throughout the topics, pupils have the opportunity to peer and self-assess work alongside feedback from 

teachers, both written and verbal. The end of term assessment paper includes a mixture of multiple choice and 

more detailed, written answers to allow all pupils to demonstrate their historical knowledge and skills. 

Virtual Curriculum and Extension ideas 

• KS3 PHA designed unit on the Virtual Curriculum analyse the educational value of historical films and 

books. 

Catholic Ethos  

Pupils will develop empathy through looking at the atrocities those slaves faced and 

grateful for the lives that they now have. They will establish a belief of using their gifts 

to show generosity and love for others. Life and Dignity of the Human Person. Rights 

and Responsibilities. Solidarity. 

SMSVC/ Personal Development 

• Exploring stereotyping and prejudice. 

• Discussions about racism, emotions, opinions, and empathy. 

• Physical and mental health of slaves, exploring weaponry and bullying. 

Cross Curricular Links 

English - diary and letter writing and thinking about 
writer's perspective. Art and Design - through 
storyboards and poster work. Geography - looking at 
countries involved in the Atlantic trade triangle and what 
goods they could contribute. Music - discovering songs by 
Billie Holiday and Bob Dylan and other songs about 
conditions of slavery. 
 

British Values 

Through our world’s growth, pupils will understand the 

importance of rules and why they are needed. We build 

tolerance as we explore different faiths, cultures and 

viewpoints of people and civilisations through history. 

This will be by demonstrating individual liberty and 

mutual respect in the classroom. 

Careers 

Links with careers in tourism, education, journalism, 

archaeology, research, administration and management. 

 


