
 

 

 
 

St Bede’s Catholic Middle School 

“We are God’s children working together to be our best in love, learning, service and worship.” 

Departmental Scheme of Work 

Curriculum Intent in History:  We encourage all pupils to understand how our country has developed through time and 

has influenced, and has been influenced, by the wider world. History lessons give pupils the opportunity to thrive in 

stimulating lessons as they learn how the past has created our present and future. 

Sequencing of 
the Curriculum 

Michaelmas 1 – Industrial Revolution 
Michaelmas 2 – Industrial Revolution 
Lent 1 – World War I 

Lent 2 – World War II 
Trinity 1 – Black America and Civil Rights 
Trinity 2 – Black America and Civil Rights 

Progression 
Model 

What knowledge will pupils develop? (Including Key Terminology) What skills will pupils develop? (Including literacy and numeracy) 

• Builds on knowledge from feeder first schools and in other 
subjects across St Bede's. 

• Pupils will identify the causes of the different World Wars.  

• Understand key words such as militarism, alliance, imperialism, 
and nationalism. 

• Understand propaganda and what life was like in trenches. 

• Identify and analyse the effectiveness of different weapons. 

• Look into different battles through the wars and their significance. 

• Analyse the way different armies fought, by sea, air and on the 
land. 

• Pupils will discover how these wars have influenced our lives 
today and what we do to remember them. 

• Analyse sources nature, origin and purpose as pupils understand the 
methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously 
to make historical claims. 

• Know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, 
chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day 

• Explain how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has 
influenced and been influenced by the wider world. 

• Acquire knowledge by participations in group and individual 
investigations in class. 

• Evaluate the reliability of sources. 



Lesson Objectives 

• Understand the causes of the Great War and evaluate whether 

it was inevitable. 

• Understand life in WWI trenches from a soldier’s perspective. 

• Analyse whether a 2014 advert is a true representation of 

history. 

• Investigate the roles of women during the First World War. 

• Understand the events and outcomes of the Battle of Jutland. 

• Review the plan and outcomes of the Battle of the Somme. 

• Understand the difficulties of nursing during Passchendaele. 

• Create a memorial to symbolise the end of World War One. 

• Reflect on the rise of Hitler and Britain’s ‘Phoney War’. 

• Evaluate the significance of events at Dunkirk, the Battle of 

Britain and Pearl Harbour and how they effected the world. 

• Understand how workers at Bletchley broke German codes and 

ciphers 

• Explore the effects of the Holocaust and the life of Anne Frank 

• Understand events that led to the end of the war in Europe and 

across the world. 

Keywords 

Propaganda, Inevitable, Empire, Colonies, Militarism, Imperialism, Alliances, Nationalism, Triple Entente, Triple 

Alliance, Assassination, Trench, Stalemate, Western Front, Suffragettes, Treaty, Armistice, Holocaust, Victory 

Ideas of how parents can support children in this unit 

• Visit museums together and explore historical events and places. 

• Encourage children to read/watch historical documentaries or fun shows like horrible histories on the 

BBC. 

Marking/ Assessment of this unit 

Throughout the topics, pupils have the opportunity to peer and self-assess work alongside feedback from 

teachers, both written and verbal. The end of term assessment paper includes a mixture of multiple choice and 

more detailed, written answers to allow all pupils to demonstrate their historical knowledge and skills. 

Virtual Curriculum and Extension ideas 

• KS3 PHA designed unit on the Virtual Curriculum analyse the educational value of historical films and 

books. 

Catholic Ethos  

Pupils will learn to be eloquent and truthful in speaking about the different events and 

aspects of the World Wars, through both their written and verbal work. They will learn 

to speak eloquently and truthfully about the relations between people and the world. 

Call to Family, Community, and Participation. Common Good. 

SMSVC/ Personal Development 

• Influence of media through propaganda to be patriotic and put their lives on 

the line. 

• Dangers and consequences of weapons. 

• Physical and mental health of soldiers. 

Cross Curricular Links 

RE – links to their studies of Judaism. English - Reading 
Boy in the Striped Pyjamas and WW1 poetry and 
propaganda. Computing - Produce independent research. 
Maths - ordering numbers. Music - World War One music 
and note reading skills. Art – to copy a piece of 
Propaganda. 

British Values 

Through our world’s growth, pupils will understand the 

importance of rules and why they are needed. We build 

tolerance as we explore different faiths, cultures and 

viewpoints of people and civilisations through history. 

This will be by demonstrating individual liberty and 

mutual respect in the classroom. 

Careers 

Links with careers in tourism, education, journalism, 

archaeology, research, administration and management. 

 


