
 

 

 
 

St Bede’s Catholic Middle School 

“We are God’s children working together to be our best in love, learning, service and worship.” 

Departmental Scheme of Work 

Curriculum Intent in History:  We encourage all pupils to understand how our country has developed through time and 

has influenced, and has been influenced, by the wider world. History lessons give pupils the opportunity to thrive in 

stimulating lessons as they learn how the past has created our present and future. 

Sequencing of 
the Curriculum 

Michaelmas 1 – Medieval Realms 
Michaelmas 2 – Medieval Realms 
Lent 1 – The Tudors 

Lent 2 – The Tudors 
Trinity 1 – The Stuarts 
Trinity 2 – The Stuarts 

Progression 
Model 

What knowledge will pupils develop? (Including Key Terminology) What skills will pupils develop? (Including literacy and numeracy) 

• Understand the development of the Church, state and society 
(1066-1509). 

• Discover the importance of 1066 and William the Conqueror. 

• Describe and understand the campaign for the throne in 1066. 

• Discover why William's rule was significant for Britain. 

• Understand the reasons for the developments of the Feudal 
system, Domesday Book and Magna Carta and analysing their 
significance. 

• Learning to understand what life was like in medieval villages and 
towns and reasons for this. 

 

• Gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms 
such as 'empire' and 'peasantry'. 

• Understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is 
used rigorously to make historical claims. 

• Appreciate historical growth and compare societies. 

• Order dates chronologically (including a mix of BC and AD dates) 

• Teamwork skills through group competitions and campaigns.  

• Compare and contrast different time periods. 

• Compare and contrast different classes of living during medieval times. 



Lesson Objectives 

• Understand what life was like in a medieval towns and villages. 

• Understand how important religion was to medieval people. 

• To hypothesise who the next king of England should be in 1066. 

• Understand what the importance of Battle of Stamford Bridge 

was in the fight for the British throne. 

• Understand the events of the Battle of Hastings and identify 

who became King of England in 1066. 

• Understand what the Feudal System was and why it was 

important. 

• Understand what the Domesday Book was and how it affected 

people during the medieval period. 

• To gain knowledge about medieval medicine from our peers. 

• Identify the symptoms and explain the effects of the Black 

Death plague. 

• Investigate why Richard I was known as a ‘Lionheart’. 

• Compare King John to Richard I and explore the need for the 

Magna Carta. 

• Understand the significance of the longbow during the Hundred 

Years War 

• Explore why Joan of Arc is known as a Saint. 

Keywords 

Lord of the Manor, Villain, Page, Squire, Code of Chivalry, Heraldry, Doom Painting, Monastery, Heir, Bayeux 

Tapestry, Feudal System, Domesday Book, Motte, Bailey, Palisade, Bubonic Plague, Magna Carta, Crusades, 

Peasants, Revolt, Interpretations. 

Ideas of how parents can support children in this unit 

• Visit Warwick Castle and explore William the Conqueror’s work locally. 

• Explore the scenes of the Bayeux Tapestry https://www.readingmuseum.org.uk/collections/britains-bayeux-tapestry  

• Encourage children to read/watch historical documentaries or fun shows like horrible histories on the 

BBC. 

Marking/ Assessment of this unit 

Throughout the topics, pupils have the opportunity to peer and self-assess work alongside feedback from 

teachers, both written and verbal. The end of term assessment paper includes a mixture of multiple choice and 

more detailed, written answers to allow all pupils to demonstrate their historical knowledge and skills. 

Virtual Curriculum and Extension ideas 

• KS3 PHA designed unit on the Virtual Curriculum analyse the educational value of historical films and 

books. 

• Explore ‘heraldry’ by finding out where your family coat of arms came from and means. 

Catholic Ethos  

Pupils will be growing to be grateful of the differences in their lives today compared to 

that of medieval life through all the significant changes to medieval life. Pupils will be 

generous in their knowledge for discussion and written tasks throughout this term. 

SMSVC/ Personal Development 

• Differences in careers available through time. 

• Crime and punishment in medieval times and comparing it to todays.  

• Demonstrate good teamwork skills through investigation and research. 

Cross Curricular Links 

English - persuasive writing, newspaper report writing 
and creating and performing a campaign speech.  
Computing - Produce independent research.  
French - borrowing language when William, Duke of 
Normandy, came to power. Art - ‘Medieval Architecture’ 
associated with Medieval Churches and cathedrals. 
RE - development and importance of religion. 
 

British Values 

Through our county’s growth, pupils will understand the 

importance of rules and why they are needed. We build 

tolerance as we explore different faiths, cultures and 

viewpoints of people and civilisations through history. 

This will be by demonstrating individual liberty and 

mutual respect in the classroom. 

Careers 

Links with careers in tourism, education, journalism, 

archaeology, research, administration and management. 

 

https://www.readingmuseum.org.uk/collections/britains-bayeux-tapestry

