
 

 
 

St Bede’s Catholic Middle School 

“We are God’s children working together to be our best in love, learning, service and worship.” 

Journey to the Classics: Music Departmental Scheme of Work 

Curriculum Intent in Music: Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity.   
Our broad and ambitious curriculum is rich in skills and knowledge, engaging and inspiring pupils to develop a love of 

music and their own talents, and so increase self-confidence, creativity and sense of achievement. 

 

Sequencing of 
the Curriculum 

Michaelmas 1 – Journey to the Classics 1 
Michaelmas 2 – Journey to the Classics 2 
Lent 1 – Advertising and the Media 1 

Lent 2 – Advertising and the Media 2 
Trinity 1 – Keyboard Skills 
Trinity 2 - Beat boxing and Body Percussion 

Progression 
Model 

What knowledge will pupils develop? (Including Key Terminology) What skills will pupils develop? (Including literacy and numeracy) 

• How to appreciate a variety of styles of Classical music, through 
listening, appraising, composing and performance tasks.  

• How to identify and recognise musical features such as ostinato, 
sequence, canon and motif. 

• Explore different timbres and develop creativity through a range 
of compositional tasks and techniques.  

• Develop basic keyboard skills through performance pieces. 

• Explore and use the elements of music (pitch, duration, dynamics, 
tempo, texture, timbre, structure and silence). 

• Use standard notation and graphic notation to read and write 
music. 

• Learn the features required for song writing and demonstrate 
these skills to write a song for Advent. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

• Listen and appraise classical music to identify and recognise the key 
musical features used. 

• How to compose a piece of music for a specific purpose i.e a car journey 
(Short ride in a fast machine by John Adams), a scary piece (In the Hall of 
the Mountain King by Edvard Greig), a planet (Mars by Holst). 

• How to use the elements of music effectively in performance and 
composition (pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, texture, timbre, 
structure and silence). 

• Develop keyboard and vocal skills to perform classical motifs i.e 
Beethoven’s 5th  Symphony, Connect It by Anna Meredith. 

• How to read and write music using standard notation and graphic score. 
 



 

Lesson Objectives 

• Listen, appraise and explore the key minimalist techniques 

used in Short Ride in a Fast Machine by John Adams. 

Demonstrate knowledge by composing a minimalist piece.  

• Listen, appraise and explore the key features used in In The 

Hall of the Mountain King by Edvard Grieg. Learn to perform 

the theme on the keyboard then use it to compose a piece 

that builds in tension. 

• Listen, appraise and perform Connect It by Anna Meredith. 

Create a graphic score to notate body percussion piece.  

• Listen, appraise and explore the key rhythmic features used 

in Mars by Gustav Holst. Demonstrate knowledge by 

composing a piece which uses a repetitive rhythm and an 

increase of dynamics and tempo. TLP written task. 

• Listen, appraise and perform A Night on the Bare Mountain 

by Mussorgsky on the keyboard. Explore samples of the 

piece to arrange a new piece on Garageband. 

• Listen, appraise and explore the key musical features used in 

Zadok the Priest by Handel. Demonstrate knowledge by 

composing a piece for a celebration. 

• Listen, appraise and perform a section of Beethoven’s Fifth 

Symphony as an ensemble. 

• Listen, appraise and perform Mozart’s Horn Concerto No 4. 

• Learn to perform Advent songs on the keyboard and create 
lyrics to fit a known tune. 

Keywords 

Pitch, Dynamics, Tempo, Rhythm, Structure, Percussion, Incidental music, Minimalism, Ostinato, Canon, 

Tone poem, Programme Music, crescendo, fanfare, sequence, motif, movement, found sound, graphic 

score. 

Ideas of how parents can support children in this unit 

Go to a concert. Point out the music in TV programmes and films and note how it enhances the action. 

Listen to these pieces on the BBC 10 pieces website and complete some of the additional activities. 

Marking/ Assessment of this unit 

Pupils will be assessed verbally through performance work each week and through written tasks, which 

will be peer, self and teacher assessed. Formal feedback and assessment sheet used for end of topic 

assessment composition. 

Virtual Curriculum and Extension ideas 

Explore the features on Garageband on an ipad or iphone. 

If you have an instrument available or a music app on a phone or ipad, ask your child to make pieces using 

rhythm, and in different moods eg. a joyous piece, a sad piece, a scary piece. 

Complete the Music Technology Virtual Curriculum unit to develop composition and arranging skills. 

Catholic Ethos  

Pupils are attentive whilst listening to music, curious and active whilst composing and 

performing and discerning in appraising their work 

SMSVC 

Links with SMVSC as we learn to be resilient and hard-working in our note-reading and 

compositional skills. Supports haring strengths and talents (Y5Au1) and also develops 

confidence, helping to develop public speaking and eloquence skills. 

Cross Curricular Links  

PE - own haka.  Art- Y6Su1, ‘Orphism’ painting by rhythm. 

RE-Y6Au songwriting for the Magnificat. English – music 

and narrative ‘The Girl and The Moon’. 

British Values 

Democracy, mutual respect and tolerance: Value other’s 
opinions and values.  Individual liberty: develop self-
knowledge, self-esteem and confidence in abilities.  

Careers 

Musician, Teacher, Composer, Producer, Sound engineer. 

 


