
 

 

 
 

St Bede’s Catholic Middle School 

“We are God’s children working together to be our best in love, learning, service and worship.” 

Keyboard skills: Music Scheme of Work 

Curriculum Intent in Music: Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity.   

Our broad and ambitious curriculum is rich in skills and knowledge, engaging and inspiring pupils to develop a love of 
music and their own talents, and so increase self-confidence, creativity and sense of achievement. 

Sequencing of 
the Curriculum 

Michaelmas 1 – Journey to the Classics 1 
Michaelmas 2 – Journey to the Classics 2 
Lent 1 – Advertising and the Media 1 

Lent 2 – Advertising and the Media 2 
Trinity 1 – Keyboard Skills 
Trinity 2 - Beat boxing and Body Percussion 

Progression 
Model 

What knowledge will pupils develop? (Including Key Terminology) What skills will pupils develop? (Including literacy and numeracy) 

•  Develop note-reading skills (including sharps and flats) to be able 
to play treble clef melodies, with the extension task of adding left 
hand chord accompaniment 

• Understand how the classroom keyboard is used and how to have 
correct posture and hand position for playing the keyboard 

• How to warm up and use correct finger technique, playing C major 
scales and contrary motion both hands as an extension 

• How to play the keyboard with accurate pitch and rhythm  
keyboard.  

• Explore different keyboard instruments from different times and 
places.  
 

• Perform warm-ups and scales 

• Know sharps and flats and how to play them 

• Play Right Hand melodies from notation 

• Play RH and LH pieces simultaneously 

• How to identify different keyboard instruements 
 



Lesson Objectives 

• Understand how the classroom keyboard is used and 

played. Explore different keyboard instruments from 

different times and places and be able to identify the 

different timbres. 

• To be able to read and understand musical notation. 

To use TLP (Traffic Light Punctuation) to write an 

eloquent letter identifying key musical vocabulary 

• Understand the importance of “warming-up” before 

playing a keyboard or piano and the concept of piano 

fingering (1-5). 

• To understand how to write, read and play sharps and 

flats on the keyboard and within pieces.  

• To read and understand how the piano has developed  

• Practice pieces of keyboard music to build skills and 

understanding of reading music and playing an 

instrument using correct posture, fingering and 

accuracy of pitch and rhythm.  

• Develop dexterity and technique in both RH and LH. 

Keywords 

Layout of a Piano/Keyboard, Treble Clef, Treble Clef Staff Notation, Stave, Staff, Lines, Spaces, Black Notes, 

Sharps, Flats, Scale, Left Hand (LH), Right Hand (RH), Melody, Keyboard Functions, Fingering (1-5), Keyboard 

Chords, Octave, Warm-Up, “Middle C” 

Ideas of how parents can support children in this unit 

Watch a keyboard/piano performance. Attend a recital of a variety of piano pieces in different styles. Watch a 

composer of DJ who uses a keyboard or synthesiser. 

Marking/ Assessment of this unit 

Pupils will be assessed verbally and in topic booklets through performances of warm-ups and pieces.  

Virtual Curriculum and Extension ideas 

Create an in-depth research project on one keyboard instrument for the Musical Performance Virtual Curriculum 

unit (e.g. harpsichord, organ, piano, accordion, synthesiser, clavichord, celesta etc.) containing pictures, 

information and how the instrument works.  

Catholic Ethos  

CALL FOR PARTICIPATION Pupils are grateful for the music they can create, respecting 

the instruments they are able to use. We are compassionate and loving when listening 

and performing to each other. 

SMSVC 

Links with SMVSC as we learn to be resilient and hard-working in our note-reading and 

compositional skills. Supports sharing strengths and talents (Y5Au1) and also develops 

confidence, helping to develop public speaking and eloquence skills. 

Cross Curricular Links 

Links with Maths through note values; PE through good 

posture and fine motor skills; English through song lyrics 

and French through instruments (Y7Su Sports and Leisure 

unit) and French music festival music Y6Su  

 

British Values 

Democracy, mutual respect and tolerace: Value each 

other’s opinions and values.  

Individual liberty: develop self-knowledge, self-esteem 

and confidence in abilities. 

Careers 

Musician, Teacher, Performer. 

 


