
 
What is the purpose of our Music Curriculum? 

How does Music promote the spiritual development of each child? 

“Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the 
Lord” (Ephesians 5:18-19). It is our intention that every music lesson will be an exciting learning experience where 
pupils will feel safe to be creative and to worship, to take risks and to develop their musical and artistic skills 
through topic-based work. Pupils will reflect on their learning, looking at how they have learned using the Catholic 
values and virtues at the heart of our school and across the MAC. Pupils serve God by singing, playing and 
contributing to mass and worship sessions, as well as using and developing the gifts given by God to each 
individual to realise their full creative potential. 

What is the intent of the Music curriculum? 
The music curriculum at St Bede’s is designed to ensure a smooth transition in confidence and musicality from 
reception, through middle and on to high school through productive working relationships across the MAC. Music 
lessons are designed around topic-based activities but all aim to enhance individual skill development and 
confidence on a range of individual instruments and voices.  
As a Platinum Artsmark school with Trinity Championship status, we are very proud that we can achieve 
qualifications for pupils in the arts; for example, all Year 8 pupils take part in the Bronze Arts Award through 
curriculum time in music and art lessons. Selected pupils are invited to take part in the Silver Arts Award. We have 
strong links with the schools’ three feeder primary schools and deliver workshops to year 4 pupils which allow 
them to achieve the Discover Arts Award before arriving at St Bede’s in Year 5. The music department has also 
been chosen to receive the county’s Music Mark award for several years in a row due to our ethos and love of 
music. 
It is our intention that all pupils receive and have access to quality music provision and have many opportunities 
which are fully inclusive and accessible to all. All pupils receive an instrument in year 5 for example and learn how 
to play it; they may then choose to take this or a different instrument to a higher standard through the 
instrumental lessons offered through the school in addition to their one hour timetabled music lesson. It is our aim 
that the Arts are integrated across all curriculum areas through the pedagogy of Arts education and transference 
of skills. Our music curriculum not only teaches students how to execute the skills to produce their work but also 
to understand and appreciate all Arts.  

How does the Music support the broader development of the child? 

At St Bede’s we aim for pupils to stay passionate about the Arts or to develop into lifelong artists, musicians, 
actors, crafts people, designers. Countless clubs, performances and concerts throughout the year welcome pupil 
engagement, as well as all pupils through lessons learning to; 

• develop their own personal style and approach when making a piece of music to become creative thinkers, 

• challenge themselves and think about the world they live in through analysing music from other places, 

• express their ideas, beliefs, traditions and opinions about their sense of self and identity, 

• develop an ability to communicate their thoughts, feelings and opinions using the language of music and 
drama,  

• develop a deeper appreciation of diversity and the world around them, seeing new and innovative ways of 
interpreting it, 

• develop a knowledge and appreciation of musicians from the past and present, 

• make critical judgements clearly and reasonably about their own and others work by being a reflective 
learner,  

• evaluate their on-going practice, engage with and consider other people’s work, 

• accept praise and criticism equally and fairly as a positive experience,  

• work successfully as part of groups, in collaboration with other artists, organisations and communities to 
develop their team-working skills,  

• perform and share what they have done as an individual or in collaboration with others, 

• explore the Arts through other cultures and welcome diversity. 

How does Music link to other subjects at St Bede’s? 

Music as a subject is part of the HART Faculty, which is made up of foundation subjects Music, Art, History, 
Geography, PE and RE. The Music and Art departments work and deliver Arts Award and schemes of work through 
close collaboration in year 8, but also to maintain our excellent status in the country. The music curriculum 
interweaves with English for example in year 7, covering Saharan Sounds when they study Journey to 
Johannesburg and Wartime music studies concurrent with War art and Boy in the Striped Pyjamas in English. A link 



 

between music and maths can be seen when looking at fractions, linking it with music notation as beats in a bar 
but we also incorporate literacy and numeracy across all schemes through song writing, analysis and notation 
work. 

 


