
 

 
 

St Bede’s Catholic Middle School 

“We are God’s children working together to be our best in love, learning, service and worship.” 

Religious Education Scheme of Work 

Curriculum Content in Religious Education 

We are a Catholic school, and we are committed to the Catholic Faith, recognising and valuing every individual as special and unique in the image and likeness of God. Religious 

Education at St. Bede’s respects and promotes each child’s innate capacity for wonder, awe, reverence and spirituality. Our Religious Education curriculum leads our children to 

aspire not to have more, but to be more; children are taught about God’s love; they learn about their Christian responsibilities; children are provided with experiences of church, 

Catholic and Christian traditions, as well as being taught to be respectful and understanding of people and traditions from other faith backgrounds. Through Religious Education 

our children learn about their unique place within the home, school and parish community. 

Sequencing of 
the Curriculum 

  Michaelmas 1 – How do I know what is right or wrong?   
Michaelmas 2 – How do I meet the challenge to live justly?  
Lent 1 - What are the beliefs and traditions of Judaism? 

  Lent 2 – Why are relationships important? 
Trinity 1 – What are the principles of Catholic Social Teaching? 
Trinity 2 - What are the beliefs and traditions of Islam?    

Progression 
Model 

What knowledge will pupils develop? (Including Key Terminology) What skills will pupils develop? (Including literacy and numeracy) 
Most pupils will identify the principles of Catholic Social Teaching and 
what the Catholic Church aims to do by following these principles. They 
will be able to explain what the principle of human dignity is and explain 
how the Holocaust was an abuse of this principle. They will explain what 
the principle of the Common Good is and how the Rwandan Genocide was 
not for the common good of the people of Rwanda. Pupils will be able to 
explain how we can be good stewards of God’s creation and where this 
teaching comes from. Pupils will understand what the principle for the 
poor and vulnerable means and identify the poverty rates here in the UK 
and worldwide. Pupils will understand that everyone is entitled to human 
rights but that we also have the responsibility to ensure that the rights of 
others are being upheld. 
 
Some pupils will be able to name the principles of Catholic Social Teaching 
and give a simple definition of what they mean. They will be able to name 
one or two events within history that shows one or more of the Catholic 

Show a coherent understanding of faith, religion and belief using a variety  

of sources and evidence.  

 
Use a wide range of religious and philosophical vocabulary to show a coherent 
understanding of social justice. 
 
 

Explain how religious beliefs and teachings influence moral values and 
behaviours.  

  
Articulate their own critical responses to different religious beliefs and world 
views.  

 
Explain with reference to religious beliefs their own and others answers to 
questions on meaning.  

 
 

 



 

Lesson Objectives 

• What is social justice? 

• What are the key principles of Catholic Social 

Teaching? 

• What is the principle of Human Dignity and why it is 

important? 

• What is the principle of the Common Good? 

• What is the principle of Stewardship and why is this 

important? 

• What is the principle of the Option for the Poor and 

Vulnerable? 

• What is the principle of Solidarity? 

• What is the principle of Rights and Responsibilities? 

Keywords 

Justice, injustice, human rights, absolute rights, non-absolute rights, Gaudium et Spes, Laudato Si, Human Dignity, 

Common Good, Stewardship, Option for the Poor and Vulnerable, Solidarity, Rights and Responsibilities, 

Subsidiarity, CAFOD 

Ideas of how parents can support children in this unit 

Share and discuss the principles of Catholic Social Teaching as a family. Why are they a good set of principles? Do 

you think these principles are easy to follow? Do you think people should follow these set of principles? Why? 

Discuss some of the historical events we cover within lessons, which show an abuse of one of these principles. 

Find out ways you can get involved in projects, as a family, that support the Catholic Social Teaching Principles e.g 

helping at a soup kitchen 

Marking/ Assessment of this unit 

Pupils will be informally assessed throughout the unit through work produced in lessons and verbal 

contributions. Pupils will have a low stakes assessment within the middle of the unit to aid in the development of 

memory recall skills, based on work from across this academic year. Pupils will be formally assessed through a 

formal written letter to the Prime Minister of England about making the principles of Catholic Social Teaching 

part of UK law. 

Social Teaching principles being broken. Some pupils will be able to 
suggests things that we can do to ensure these principles are being 
followed and why they are important. 
 
More able pupils will make contrasts and comparisons between the 
Catholic Social Teaching principles and the 30 articles of Human rights 
found in the Declaration of Human Rights. They will be able to analyse the 
historical events looked at within lessons to modern day examples of 
where the Catholic Social Teaching principles are not being followed. They 
will be able to make links to the principle of Human Dignity and the other 
principles and how by following this, we can follow them all. More able 
pupils will be able to analyse  and evaluate statistics to determine whether 
they believe that these principles should be followed and how they could 
aid in modern day issues. 
 

Development of Literacy skills through the interpretation and inference of 
scripture, Vatican documents and through extended pieces of writing focusing 
on key Literacy skills. 
 



• Who is CAFOD and how do they support the 

principles of Catholic Social Teaching? 

Virtual Curriculum and Extension ideas 

• Research and create a Power Point about an event in history that breaks one of the principles of Catholic 

Social Teaching. Think about what happened, why it happened and which principles have been 

broken/ignored. 

• Find out about current event worldwide which shows a breaking or abuse of one of the principles of 

Catholic Social Teaching. What impact is this having on the people involved? What could be done to 

improve the situation? 

• Design a poster to explain the principles of Catholic Social Teaching to other people. 

• Create a mobile of the Catholic Social Teaching principles. 

Catholic Ethos  

Pupils will learn to be grateful for the gift of human rights. They will also be grateful for 
the blessings they have in their lives in comparison to the abuse of human rights all 
over the world. 
 

Pupils will learn to be generous with their responsibility for ensuring everyone has their 
rights upheld and standing up for social injustices. 

SMSVC/ Personal Development 

To respect the beliefs and opinions of other people.  

To be able to express own opinions on controversial issues without fear or judgement.  
 
To understand the importance of treating people with human dignity. 
 

To understand the importance of justice for all and upholding the rights of others. 
 

Cross Curricular Links 

Art – Designing symbols representing each of the 

principles of Catholic Social Teaching. Looking at social 

justice art, especially the work of Favianna Rodriguez. 

Numeracy – analysis and interpretation of statistics 

focusing on UK and worldwide poverty. Pupils use these 

statistics to create infographics about poverty. 

Literacy – Formal letter writing to the Prime Minister 

about the principles of Catholic Social Teaching. Writing 

detailed answers to questions and extended pieces of 

writing. 

Computing – Research and creation of power point of the 

work of CAFOD. 

British Values 

Through this unit, pupils will identify the importance of 

respecting individual liberty to live as they choose and 

how we are responsible for ensuring social justice for all. 

They will also understand how to show mutual respect 

and tolerance to people through the understanding of 

Human Dignity and how everyone should be treated with 

respect. 

Careers 

Teacher 

Social worker 

Civil servant 

Charity officer 

Journalist 

Solicitor 

Youth worker 

Civil rights activist 

Lawyer 

Environmental officer 

 


