
 

 
 

St Bede’s Catholic Middle School 

“We are God’s children working together to be our best in love, learning, service and worship.” 

Religious Education Scheme of Work 

Curriculum Intent for Religious Education: 

We are a Catholic school, and we are committed to the Catholic Faith, recognising and valuing every individual as special and unique in the image and likeness of God. Religious 

Education at St. Bede’s respects and promotes each child’s innate capacity for wonder, awe, reverence and spirituality. Our Religious Education curriculum leads our children to 

aspire not to have more, but to be more; children are taught about God’s love; they learn about their Christian responsibilities; children are provided with experiences of church, 

Catholic and Christian traditions, as well as being taught to be respectful and understanding of people and traditions from other faith backgrounds. Through Religious Education 

our children learn about their unique place within the home, school and parish community. 

Sequencing of 
the Curriculum 

Michaelmas 1 – How do I know what is right or wrong?   
Michaelmas 2 – How do I meet the challenge to live justly?  
Lent 1 - What are the beliefs and traditions of Judaism? 

Lent 2 – Why are relationships important? 
Trinity 1 – What are the principles of Catholic Social Teaching? 
Trinity 2 - What are the beliefs and traditions of Islam?    

Progression 
Model 

What knowledge will pupils develop? (Including Key Terminology) 
 

Most pupils will be able to identify and describe key differences between 
Orthodox and Reform Judaism and how they follow the Mitzvot and 
Kashrut laws. They will be able to explain the significance of the city of 
Jerusalem to Jews and the history behind the Temple of Jerusalem. Most 
pupils will be able to identify the key features of a Jewish Synagogue and 
the importance this plays within Jewish daily worship. They will be able to 
explain What Shabbat is and how this is celebrated by Jews both in the 
home and at Synagogue. Pupils will be able to explain the Jewish Rites of 
Passage: Brit Milah and Bar Mitzvah and why these are so important 
within the lives of Jewish children. Pupils will be able to identify key 
symbols and practices found within Jewish weddings and mourning rituals 
and what these mean. 
 
Some pupils will be able to name and describe some of the different 
Jewish beliefs and practices with regards to prayer, dietary laws, weddings 

What skills will pupils develop? (Including literacy and numeracy) 
 

Show a coherent understanding of faith, religion and belief using a variety  

of sources and evidence.  

 
Use a wide range of religious and philosophical vocabulary to show a coherent 
understanding of religious celebration. 
 
 

Explain how religious beliefs and teachings influence moral values and 
behaviours.  

  
Articulate their own critical responses to different religious beliefs and world 
views.  

 
Explain with reference to religious beliefs their own and others answers to 
questions on meaning.  

 



 

Lesson Objectives 

· What is the difference between Reform and Orthodox 
Judaism? 

· What are the Tanakh and the Talmud? 

· What is Mitzvot? 

· What are the Jewish Kosher Laws? 

· What is the Temple of Jerusalem and why is this important 
to Jews? 

· What is the Synagogue and why is it important within 
Judaism? 
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Ideas of how parents can support children in this unit 

· Share and discuss the different beliefs and traditions of the Jewish people. How do these compare to the beliefs, 
traditions and culture of your own family? Which of the traditions do you really like about Judaism? Why? 

· Take a virtual tour of the synagogue of Vilna. What key features can you see? 
https://jewishnews.timesofisrael.com/you-can-now-take-a-virtual-tour-of-great-synagogue-of-vilna-under-
lockdown/  

· Watch the boy in the striped pyjamas together as a family which shows the persecution of the Jews during the 
second world war. 

and funerals. They will be able to describe why Jerusalem is important 
within Judaism and what happened to the Temple. Some pupils will be 
able to name the Jewish Rites of Passage and describe what they 
represent. They will be able to name some of the key features of a 
Synagogue and describe how the Synagogue is used by Jews. 
 
More able pupils will be able to draw comparisons and contrasts between 
the practices of Orthodox and Reform Jews across many of the different 
Jewish practices e.g Weddings, mourning rituals, Kashrut. They will 
evaluate the importance of these practices against the Mitzvot and how 
Jews show dedication to their religion and G-d. More able pupils will 
analyse the events of the destruction of the Temple of Jerusalem in 70AD 
and evaluate how its loss is still felt by Jews today, as well as how this 
reflected in a lot of their practices. They will assess the persecution that 
Jews have endured throughout history and how antisemitism is still an 
issue in modern society. 

Discern how different forms of reflection and contemplation or prayer can be 
important in people's lives. 
 
 

 

Development of Literacy skills through the interpretation and inference of 
scripture from the Hebrew Bible and through extended pieces of writing 
focusing on key Literacy skills. 
 

https://jewishnews.timesofisrael.com/you-can-now-take-a-virtual-tour-of-great-synagogue-of-vilna-under-lockdown/
https://jewishnews.timesofisrael.com/you-can-now-take-a-virtual-tour-of-great-synagogue-of-vilna-under-lockdown/


· Why and how do Jews pray? 

· What is Shabbat? 

· What are the Jewish Rites of Passage? 

· What happens at a Jewish wedding ceremony? 

· What are the Jewish mourning and funeral rituals? 

· How have the Jews been persecuted? 

· What are some of the key Jewish festivals? 

 

Marking/ Assessment of this unit 

Pupils will be formally assessed at the end of this unit. The teacher will also assess, and mark extended pieces of 

writing throughout the unit, such as a diary entry about the destruction of the Temple of Solomon, composing an 

email about the synagogue and why it is important within Judaism and exam question on the importance of 

prayer. 

Virtual Curriculum and Extension ideas 

· Create a timeline of the history of the Jewish people. Make sure you include the destruction of the temple and 
the different forms of persecution they have suffered. 

· Research Hasidic Judaism. How does this form of Judaism compare to Orthodox and reform Judaism? Create a 
poster to demonstrate what you have found out. 

· Watch Strictly Kosher series which can be found on You tube, which explores the life of Jews in Manchester. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OfVy5uwwktA  

· Create a leaflet about the Kosher laws of the Jewish faith. You may need to do some research first! 

· Create an information page about the Jewish funeral and mourning rituals, emphasising why they are 
important. 

Catholic Ethos  

Pupils will learn to be eloquent and truthful through discussions about the beliefs and 

traditions of the Jewish faith and why these are important within the religion. They will 

be truthful in their views about the different beliefs and traditions but considering the 

thoughts and feelings of the Jewish people. 

SMSVC/ Personal Development 

To understand the diversity, we have in our society. 

To understand the importance of respecting everyone no matter their religion or 

beliefs. 

To understand why it is important to learn about different faiths and religions. 

Cross Curricular Links 

Art – Information poster about Shabbat and how it is 

celebrated at the Synagogue and home. Storyboard 

about the Jewish wedding ceremony. 

Literacy – Interpretation of Jewish scripture and prayer. 

Extended pieces of writing and detailed answers to 

questions. 

Geography – Studying maps to identify where Judaism is 

most prevalent and where the Diaspora travelled after 

British Values 

Through this unit, pupils will identify the importance of 

respecting individual liberty to live as they choose and 

how they make moral decisions.  

They will also understand how to show mutual respect 

and tolerance to people who have a different background 

or live a different lifestyle to their own. 

Careers 

Teacher 

Social worker 

Civil servant 

Charity officer 

Journalist 

Solicitor 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OfVy5uwwktA


the destruction of the Temple of Jerusalem by the 

Romans. 

History – Identifying the history of the Jewish religion and 

the different periods of persecution that the Jews faced. 

Youth worker 

Civil rights activist 

Lawyer 

 


