
 

 
 

St Bede’s Catholic Middle School 

“We are God’s children working together to be our best in love, learning, service and worship.” 

Departmental Scheme of Work 

What is the history of the Catholic Church? 

Curriculum Intent in Religious Education: 

We are a Catholic school, and we are committed to the Catholic Faith, recognising and valuing every individual as special and unique in the image and likeness of God. Religious 

Education at St. Bede’s respects and promotes each child’s innate capacity for wonder, awe, reverence and spirituality. Our Religious Education curriculum leads our children to 

aspire not to have more, but to be more; children are taught about God’s love; they learn about their Christian responsibilities; children are provided with experiences of church, 

Catholic and Christian traditions, as well as being taught to be respectful and understanding of people and traditions from other faith backgrounds. Through Religious Education 

our children learn about their unique place within the home, school and parish community.  

 
Sequencing of 
the Curriculum 

Michaelmas 1 – Who is God and why are people religious? 
Michaelmas 2 – Why does the universe exist? 
Lent 1 – What are the signs of the Catholic identity? 

Lent 2 – What is our spiritual, physical, emotional and sexual self? 
Trinity 1 – What is the history of the Catholic Church? 
Trinity 2 - What are the beliefs and teachings of Buddhism? 

Progression 
Model 

What knowledge will pupils develop? (Including Key Terminology) 
 

To understand the persecution of Christians after the death of Jesus. 
 

To understand how Emperor Constantine changed the religion of the 
Roman Empire. 

 
To identify how the first missionaries helped to spread the teachings 

of Christianity across the countries in the UK. 

 
To understand how religious division help to lead to the Reformation 

across Europe. 

What skills will pupils develop? (Including literacy and numeracy) 
 

Show a coherent understanding of faith, religion and belief using a 

variety of sources and evidence. 
 

Explain the significance for believers of different forms of religions and 
spiritual celebration. 

 

Explain what beliefs and values inspire and influence them. 

 

Demonstrate how religious beliefs and teachings give some explanation of 
the purpose and meaning of human life.  



 

Lesson Objectives 

• How did Christianity spread? 

• How were Christians persecuted in the Roman 

Empire? 

• Who is St Alban and how did he help the spread of 

Christianity? 

• Who were the first Christian missionaries in the UK? 

• What caused religious division in England during the 

1500’s? 

• What is the Reformation and what did it mean for 

Catholics? 

• What is the Emancipation Act of 1829? 

• What is a Christian denomination and what makes 

them different? 

• What was Vatican II and why was it so significant? 

Keywords 

Emperor Constantine, Romans, Roman empire, Chi Rho, persecution, catacombs, ichthys fish, alpha, omega, 

Alban, missionary, martyr, saints, Aidan, Columba, Patrick, Henry VIII, divorce, oath of supremacy, act of 

supremacy, Anglican, Martin Luther, Theses, Reformation, Emancipation Act, denomination, Second Vatican 

Council 

Ideas of how parents can support children in this unit 

· Discuss what you know about what happened to Christians after the death and Resurrection 
of Jesus. 

· Research together how the Roman Empire had an impact on the spread of Christianity. 
· Have conversations with elderly relatives about how the Catholic Church has changed since 

they were younger. What are some of the biggest changes they have noticed? Do they think 
the Church has changed for the better? 

· Have discussion about different Christian denominations and respecting each other’s beliefs. 

Marking/ Assessment of this unit 

During this unit, pupils will have a formal assessment at the end of the unit to assess their 

understanding of the information gathered throughout the unit. This assessment will be made up of a 

variety of different question styles e.g. multiple choice and sequencing questions.  

Pupils will also be assessed through extended pieces of writing completed throughout the unit, which 

teachers will mark and provide feedback, as well as through their verbal contributions in whole class 

discussions. 

To understand the different Christian Denominations and how their 
traditions are different to Catholicism. 

 
To understand what the Emancipation Act is and the importance of 

this for Catholics. 

 
To understand the importance of Vatican II and how this changed 

the role of the Catholic Church in global society.  

 

Show a coherent understanding of the impact of a belief system on the 
way of life of individuals, communities and societies. 

 

Express creatively, linguistically or through other media, how reflection 
and contemplation can give people insights into their own lives and their 

relationships with God. 

 

Explain with reference to religious beliefs their own and others answers 
to questions on meaning. 

 



Virtual Curriculum and Extension ideas 

· Create a timeline to show the history of the Catholic Church from the death and Resurrection of Jesus 
to the changes made after the Second Vatican Council. 

· Create a mobile of the different symbols used by early Christians to communicate secretly. 

· Create a map of the UK and identify where the first missionaries travelled to – try to include information 
about each missionary. 

· Create a poster divided into two halves – On one side explain what life was like for Catholics before the 
Emancipation Act and then on the other side what Catholics were able to do afterwards. 

· Create a fact file about a different Christian denomination 
Catholic Ethos  

Pupils will learn to be grateful for the gift of being able to express and follow their 

religion and beliefs without fear of persecution. They will also be grateful for the fight 

and persecution of early Christians. 

Pupils will learn to be generous with their gift of religious freedom and expression 

through sharing this with others and respecting the beliefs of others around them. 

SMSVC/ Personal Development 

To understand the diversity, we have in our society. 

 

To understand the importance of respecting everyone no matter their religion or 

beliefs. 

 

To understand why it is important to learn about different faiths and religions. 

Cross Curricular Links 

 

Literacy – Extended writing focusing on key Literacy skills 

e.g newspaper article and diary, and writing detailed 

answers to questions. 

 

Computing – Research into the first missionaries in the 

Uk and different Christian denominations. 

 

British Values 

Through this unit, pupils will identify the importance of 

respecting individual liberty to live as they choose and 

how we should respect the beliefs of others. 

 

They will also understand how to show mutual respect 

and tolerance to people who have a different background 

or live a different lifestyle to their own. 

Careers 

Teacher 

Social worker 

Civil servant 

Charity officer 

Journalist 

Solicitor 

Youth worker 

Civil rights activist 



Art – Comic strip to retell the story of St Alban and how 

he helped to spread Christianity during the Roman 

Empire. 

 

Lawyer 

Environmental officer 

 


