
 

 
 

St Bede’s Catholic Middle School 

“We are God’s children working together to be our best in love, learning, service and worship.” 

Religious Education Scheme of Work 

Curriculum intent for Religious Education: 

We are a Catholic school, and we are committed to the Catholic Faith, recognising and valuing every individual as special and unique in the image and likeness of God. Religious 

Education at St. Bede’s respects and promotes each child’s innate capacity for wonder, awe, reverence and spirituality. Our Religious Education curriculum leads our children to 

aspire not to have more, but to be more; children are taught about God’s love; they learn about their Christian responsibilities; children are provided with experiences of church, 

Catholic and Christian traditions, as well as being taught to be respectful and understanding of people and traditions from other faith backgrounds. Through Religious Education 

our children learn about their unique place within the home, school and parish community 

Sequencing of 
the Curriculum 

Michaelmas 1 – Unit A the story of the people of God & Unit G Prayers in 
the lives of the followers of Christ 
Michaelmas 2 – Unit B Followers of Christ & Unit C Advent 
Lent 1 – Unit D Christmas, Unit E Baptism and Confirmation celebrations 

Lent 2 – Unit F Lent, Unit L celebrating the life of Mary and the Saints 
Trinity 1 – Unit H Holy Week, Unit I Easter & Unit J Pentecost 
Trinity 2 - Unit K Belonging to the Church community & Hinduism 

Progression 
Model 

What knowledge will pupils develop? (Including Key Terminology) 
 

Most children will know that the Bible is a library of books that can be 
placed into different categories. They will be able to identify some styles 
of Literature found in the Bible. They will know some stories of significant 
people from the Old Testament and will be able to discuss the relationship 
these people had with God. They will know and be able to reflect on the 
Commandments. Pupils will know a range of traditional prayers used by 
the Church and be able to discuss the meaning of the words contained in 
them. They will know the Mass is the central prayer of the Catholic faith 
and be able to identify important actions and gestures associated with 
Mass and prayer. 
 
Some pupils will know that the Bible is a library of books that can be 
placed into different categories. They will identify a few styles of literature 
from the Bible and will be able to recall parts of some of the Old 

What skills will pupils develop? (Including literacy and numeracy) 
 

They will develop their research and referencing skills, by using the Bibles and 
identifying the different books within the Bible and whether they belong to the 
Old or New Testament. 
 
Pupils will have the opportunity to develop their inference and interpretive skills 
by identifying the different styles of writing within the Bible and through 
identifying the messages stated by the Major and Minor prophets. 
 
They will continue to develop their cross curricular Literacy skills through 
composing prayers based on the subject of jealousy, through diary entry writing 
about the Jews Exodus from Egypt and advert writing for one of Jesus' Disciples. 
 
They will progress their skills of speaking listening and group work through 
discussions, debates and role play activities throughout the unit. 



 

Lesson Objectives 

· To identify the books that make up the Bible. 

· To identify the different types of writing within the Bible. 

· To name some important figures/characters in the Old 
Testament. 

· To identify who the Old Testament Prophets were and their 
messages. 

· What were the Old Testament Hebrew Scriptures? 

· What can we learn from the story of Cain and Abel? 

· What happened to Moses and the people of Israel? 

· Moses and the Ten Commandments 

· What can we learn from the Story of Queen Esther 

· What is prayer? 

Keywords 

Bible, Old Testament, New Testament, Books, Prophecy, Laws, History, Poetry, Gospels, Characters, Free will, 

Prophet, Tanakh, Hebrew, Scripture, Jealousy, Manna, Quail, Desert, Commandments, Sinai, Jewish, Purim, 

prayer, traditional, Parable, Psalm, Magnificat, Mass, Eucharist 

Ideas of how parents can support children in this unit 

· Go to mass as a family and identify the key actions and gestures completed by both the Priest and the Laity. 

· Together look at the structure of the Bible. Look at the differences between a Catholic Bible and Church of 
England Bible. Can you remember what is in the Old Testament and what is in the New Testament. 

Together read through the stories of some of the Old Testament characters and discuss why their stories are so 
important. Whose story were you most impacted by? Why? 

. Together practice some of the important prayers within the Catholic Church. Discuss why these prayers are so 
important. 

Marking/ Assessment of this unit 

During this half term, teachers will assess pupils understanding of the content through marking and assessing key 

pieces of extended writing, which includes, a reflection of one of the key characters from the Old Testament and 

what they learn from them, an information page about the Hebrew Scriptures, a diary entry from the perspective 

of either Moses or an Israelite and a composition of their own Psalm. 

Testament stories. They will know and be able to discuss some traditional 
Church prayers. They will be able to explain meaning of some gestures and 
actions used in prayer. 
 
More able pupils will have a greater knowledge of the structure of the 
Bible. They will be able to identify and use different styles of writing found 
in the Bible. In recalling significant Old Testament stories, they will 
understand that God called the people of Israel into a relationship with 
him and that they in turn were asked to respond to his invitation. They will 
understand and be able to explain why the Commandments are important 
for life. Pupils will understand the traditional prayers of the Church and be 
able to explain why Christians attach such importance to these prayers. 
They will know and understand a wide range of actions and gestures 
associated with prayer and why prayer is important in all faiths. 

They will develop their thinking skills by using what we have learnt to think how 
it will affect their own lives. 



What is the Magnificat and why is it so important? 

What is a Psalm? 

What are the key actions and gestures used during prayer? 

Virtual Curriculum and Extension ideas 

https://www.adventurebible.com/  - Lovely and interactive website where you can read stories from the Bible 

and complete activities on what you have read. 

 https://biblehub.com/childrens/  - Links to all stories/books within the Old and New Testament. 

 http://www.joyfulmeditations.org/resources/kids/bible-activity-sheets  - Links to all the books in the Old 

Testament with activities to complete, such as Literacy activities and mindful colouring tasks.  

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/religion/jewish.htm  - Great site for learning more about Judaism. 

Create an information leaflet about key aspects of the Jewish faith. 

Create your own piece of music to go with the Magnificat prayer. 

Boiled Egg Bible – decorate a hard-boiled egg to represent one of the Old Testament characters we looked at 

within school. Take pictures and send them to your RE teacher. 

Catholic Ethos 

Pupils will learn to be and show compassion towards other through looking at the 

stories of some of the Old Testament characters and the difficulties they went through 

when following their faith. 

Pupils will learn to be loving through the reverence and respect they show to God 

through the saying of prayers, attending Mass and the significant actions and gestures 

we make when praying. 

SMSVC/ Personal Development 

Identifying how faith and religion can help people deal with difficulties in their lives and 

give them the courage to face them. 

Identifying how we show respect and why respect is important. 

 

Cross Curricular Links 

History – identifying the History of the Jewish people and 

the origins of the Christian faith. 

Literacy – Extended pieces of writing and identifying the 

different genres of writing found within the Bible. 

Drama – Creating a piece of role play using scripture as a 

starting point, such as the stories of the Old Testament 

characters and Cain and Abel. 

Geography – Using maps to plot the journey of Moses 

and the Israelites from slavery in Egypt to the promised 

land. 

British Values 

Pupils will develop their understanding of individual 
liberty and how we should be respectful towards others, 
especially those less fortunate than ourselves and the 
difficulties that they face.    
  
Pupils will understand the importance of standing up for 
the liberty of others when their human rights have been 
taken away through looking at the slavery of the 
Israelites and treatment of the Jews. 
  
The unit encourages mutual respect and tolerance for 
those of different faiths and beliefs through looking at 
the lives of people who faced persecution and how they 
maintained their faith. 

Careers 

Historian   
Member of the Clergy/Lay Chaplin   
Human rights advocate   
Journalist   
Lawyer   
Teacher   
Writer   
Religious rights activist   
Social worker  
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