
 

 
 

St Bede’s Catholic Middle School 

“We are God’s children working together to be our best in love, learning, service and worship.” 

Religious Education Scheme of Work 

Curriculum Intent for Religious Education:  

We are a Catholic school, and we are committed to the Catholic Faith, recognising and valuing every individual as special and unique in the image and likeness of God. Religious 

Education at St. Bede’s respects and promotes each child’s innate capacity for wonder, awe, reverence and spirituality. Our Religious Education curriculum leads our children to 

aspire not to have more, but to be more; children are taught about God’s love; they learn about their Christian responsibilities; children are provided with experiences of church, 

Catholic and Christian traditions, as well as being taught to be respectful and understanding of people and traditions from other faith backgrounds. Through Religious Education 

our children learn about their unique place within the home, school and parish community. 

Sequencing of 
the Curriculum 

Michaelmas 1 – Unit A the story of the people of God & Unit G Prayers in 
the lives of the followers of Christ 
Michaelmas 2 – Unit B Followers of Christ & Unit C Advent 
Lent 1 - Unit D Christmas, Unit E Baptism and Confirmation celebrations 

Lent 2 – Unit F Lent, Unit L celebrating the life of Mary and the Saints 
Trinity 1 – Unit H Holy Week, Unit I Easter & Unit J Pentecost 
Trinity 2 - Unit K Belonging to the Church community & Hinduism 

Progression 
Model 

What knowledge will pupils develop? (Including Key Terminology) 
 
Most children will know the main features of the story of Christmas and 
be able to identify which Gospel they are recorded in. They will be able to 
discuss some of the images of Jesus found in the Gospel of St. John. They 
will also be able to talk about some reasons why Christmas is an important 
celebration in the life of the Church. Most pupils will know that Baptism 
and Confirmation are Sacraments through which Christians receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. They will be able to identify the actions, signs and 
symbols of Baptism and Confirmation and recognise which symbols are 
used in both Sacraments. 
 
Some pupils will know some parts of the accounts of the birth of Jesus. 
They will be able to recall an image of Christ from the Prologue of St. 
John’s Gospel. Some pupils will know that the Holy Spirit is given at 

What skills will pupils develop? (Including literacy and numeracy) 
 

Pupils will develop their sequencing skills by identifying the sequence of the 
birth of Jesus. They will also be able to sequence the events of Jesus Baptism in 
the River Jordan, as well as the Conformation and Baptism ceremonies. 
 
Through this unit they will continue to develop their cross curricular writing skills 
by composing a diary entry for one of the Magi on meeting Jesus and a 
newspaper article about the Baptism of Jesus. 
 
Pupils will develop their interpretation and inference skills through studying 
different pieces of Scripture from the Bible and deciphering what they are saying 
and what they mean. 
 



 

Lesson Objectives 

· The birth of Jesus. 

· What is the Epiphany? 

· How did Herod feel about the birth of Jesus? 

· What is said about Jesus in the poem of St John’s Gospel? 

· The Baptism of Jesus 

· What is the Holy Trinity? 

· What are the gifts of the Holy Spirit? 

· What is the Sacrament of Baptism? 

· What are the signs and symbols of the Sacrament of 
Baptism? 

· What is the Sacrament of Confirmation? 

· What are the signs and symbols of the Sacrament of 
Confirmation? 

Keywords 

Nativity, Christmas, Manger, Mary, Joseph, Jesus, Herod, Messiah, Magi, Gospel, St John, Word made flesh, 

Lamb, Baptism, Holy Trinity, Holy Spirit, anointing, Oil of Chrism, Baptismal Promises, Baptismal name, 

Confirmation name, Sponsor 

Ideas of how parents can support children in this unit 

· Discuss the importance and significance of the Birth of Jesus and the Epiphany. How do you celebrate this 
liturgical event in your house. 

· Attend a Christmas/Epiphany mass as a whole family. What readings are read? What are some of the hymns 
associated with these liturgical events? How does the Church show the importance of these events? 

· Together look and read the stories of the birth of Jesus in the three Gospels. 

· Share stories about your Baptism and your Child’s Baptism. Share pictures and talk about what happened. If not 
Christian, share your naming ceremony in your faith and make some comparisons. 

· Share stories about your Confirmation and why you chose your Saints name. 

Marking/ Assessment of this unit 

Pupils will have all pieces of extended writing marked and assessed by the teacher. This will include composing a 

diary entry for one of the Magi on meeting Jesus and a newspaper article about the Baptism of Jesus. They will 

also be formally assessed on their knowledge and understanding of Baptism and Confirmation as required by the 

Diocese. 

Baptism and Confirmation and will be able to name some of the symbols 
used in both Sacraments. 
 
More able children will know the main features of the story of Christmas 
and recognise all the similarities and differences in the two accounts. 
From their study of the Prologue of St. John they will understand that 
Christ enjoyed a special relationship with God the Father and they will be 
able to think about how he revealed God’s presence in the world. They 
will have a greater knowledge and understanding of the actions, signs and 
symbols used at Baptism and Confirmation. They will be able to explain 
their meaning and why they are connected to both Sacraments 

Pupils will develop empathy skills by thinking about how both Mary and Joseph 
would have felt or questions they might have asked at the birth of Jesus. They 
will also conder the thoughts and feelings of King Herod on the birth of Jesus. 
 
Pupils will develop their drama skills by conducting a role play of the 
Confirmation ceremony, thinking about the words that are being said and the 
actions that the Priest would do. 
 
 



· What are the similarities and differences between Baptism 
and Confirmation? 

 

Virtual Curriculum and Extension ideas 

https://www.adventurebible.com/  - Lovely and interactive website where they can read stories from the Bible 

and complete activities on what they have read.  

https://biblehub.com/childrens/  - Links to all stories/books within the Old and New Testament.  

Create your own Nativity scene that can be used every year. It could be made from any material. Take a picture 

and send it to your RE teacher. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yXWoKi5x3lw  Watch this film on the birth of Christ. 

 Create a mobile of the signs and symbols of Baptism or Confirmation. Include a picture of the sign/symbol and 

what they mean. 

Catholic Ethos  

Pupils will learn to be eloquent and truthful through how they talk about the birth of 

Jesus Christ and what this meant for people. They will also learn to be eloquent and 

truthful in the way they talk about the importance of the Sacraments in people’s lives 

and how receiving them makes them feel. 

SMSVC/ Personal Development 

To understand the different rites of passage within people’s lives and the impact they 

have on how they live their lives. 

To understand the gifts and talents we receive from God and how we should be using 

them to help other people. 

Cross Curricular Links 

Numeracy – Use of Venn Diagrams to identify the 

similarities and differences between the Sacraments of 

Baptism and Confirmation. 

Literacy – Interpreting scripture and extended pieces of 

writing using scripture as a stimulus. 

Drama – developing empathy skills by identifying how 

different people might have felt at different times at the 

birth of Jesus and after as refugees. 

Geography – Using maps to identify the route of the 

Magi to visit the Jesus on the feats of the Epiphany. 

British Values 

Pupils will develop their understanding of individual 
liberty and how we should be respectful towards others, 
especially those less fortunate than ourselves and the 
difficulties that they face.    
  
Pupils will understand the importance of standing up for 
the liberty of others and allowing everyone to worship 
and celebrate their faith openly and without persecution. 
  
The unit encourages mutual respect and tolerance for 
those of different faiths and beliefs through looking at 
the Sacraments and how they give courage and strength 
to followers of Christ today. 

Careers 

Historian   
Member of the Clergy/Lay Chaplin   
Human rights advocate   
Journalist   
Lawyer   
Teacher   
Writer   
Religious rights activist   
Social worker  
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