
 

 
 

St Bede’s Catholic Middle School 

“We are God’s children working together to be our best in love, learning, service and worship.” 

Religious Education Scheme of work 

Curriculum intent for Religious Education: 

We are a Catholic school, and we are committed to the Catholic Faith, recognising and valuing every individual as special and unique in the image and likeness of God. Religious 

Education at St. Bede’s respects and promotes each child’s innate capacity for wonder, awe, reverence and spirituality. Our Religious Education curriculum leads our children to 

aspire not to have more, but to be more; children are taught about God’s love; they learn about their Christian responsibilities; children are provided with experiences of church, 

Catholic and Christian traditions, as well as being taught to be respectful and understanding of people and traditions from other faith backgrounds. Through Religious Education 

our children learn about their unique place within the home, school and parish community. 

Sequencing of 
the Curriculum 

Michaelmas 1 – Who is God and why are people religious? 
Michaelmas 2 – Why does the universe exist? 
Lent 1 - What are signs of the Catholic identity? 

Lent 2 – What is our spiritual, physical, emotional and sexual identity? 
Trinity 1 – What is the history of the Catholic Church? 
Trinity 2 - What are the beliefs and teachings of Buddhism? 

Progression 
Model 

What knowledge will pupils develop? (Including Key Terminology) 
 

Most pupils will be able to describe some of the different theories and 
beliefs about the existence of the universe. Pupils will compare and 
contrast the creation accounts in Genesis 1 and 2 and begin to consider 
why there might be differences. Most pupils will be able to understand 
and explain some of the arguments for being a believer in science and a 
believer in religion. They will be able to describe what Imago Dei means 
and what this means for how we treat other people. Pupils will be able to 
explain the term stewardship and what we can do to care for God’s 
creation. 
 
Some pupils will be able to name some of the different theories about the 
creation of the universe. They will be able to describe the seven days of 
creation as told in the Old Testament and why this is an important story 
for Christians. Pupils will be able to describe how man was created in the 

What skills will pupils develop? (Including literacy and numeracy) 
 

Explain how sources and arguments are used in different ways by different 
traditions to provide answers to questions of religious belief, ultimate questions 
and ethical issues. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Use a wide range of religious and philosophical vocabulary to show a coherent 
understanding of religious celebration. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Explain how religious beliefs and teachings influence moral values and 
behaviours. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Articulate their own critical responses to different religious beliefs and views.  

Evaluate religious and non-religious views and beliefs on questions of meaning 
and purpose  

 



 

Lesson Objectives 

· What happens in the story of creation? 

· How do the accounts of the creation story in 

Genesis compare? 

· Who was St Thomas Aquinas? 

· What is the argument for causation? 

· What is the argument for design? 

· What does Genesis say about the creation of man? 

· What is the theory of evolution? 

· How can one believe in science and religion? 

Keywords 

Creation, Genesis, Bible, Christians, Eternal, Omnipotent, Benevolent, Imago Dei, Fundamentalists, Creationism, 

St Thomas Aquinas, five ways, Causation, cosmological, design, teleological, stewardship, evolution, Charles 

Darwin, natural selection, Albert Einstein, Pope Francis, Laudato Si 

Ideas of how parents can support children in this unit 

· Read the creation story as a whole family. What do you think it tells us about God? What does it tell us about 
the role of man on the earth? 

· As a family discuss the different ways that you can help look after the earth e.g. recycle more, use less plastic. 
Could you set a family goal for a month for something on this list? 

· Shares and discuss thoughts and opinions on the argument for causation and the argument for design. 

Marking/ Assessment of this unit 

Pupils will have a formal assessment for this unit, consisting of three exam style questions increasing in marks 

and difficulty. Teachers will also mark extended pieces of writing completed throughout the unit to assess 

progress, such as a long question on the different views on the story of creation and why St Thomas Aquinas is an 

important figure in the Catholic Church. 

Bible and why this means we are special and should treat everyone this 
way. 
 
More able pupils will have a greater knowledge and understanding of the 
different theories about the creation of the universe and the arguments 
for and against each theory. Pupils will be able to ask deeper questions 
about how these theories can affect people’s belief in God and Science 
and whether you can believe in both. Pupils will be able to explain the 
term Imago Dei and how this can affect the way we live our lives and our 
relationships with other people. They will be able to explain how the 
Creation story within the Old Testament provides the purpose for all 
human life and explain ways we can achieve this purpose in the things we 
do in our lives today. 

Development of cross curricular Literacy skills through providing detailed 
answers to reflective, higher-order thinking questions and through extended 
pieces of writing. 
 
Research skills through identifying who St Thomas Aquinas was and his theories 
on the creation of the universe and how it proves that God exists. 
 
 



· What does Genesis say about the environment? 

· Imago Dei and my responsibilities? 

· How should Catholics look after God’s creation? 

· Native American creation 

· What is Humanism? 

· How does CAFOD support the stewardship of the 

Earth? 

 

Virtual Curriculum and Extension ideas 

· Research other creation stories from different religions and cultures. How do they compare to the creation 
stories within Genesis? How do these creation stories take into account causation argument, design argument 
and the theory of evolution? 

· Research Gottfried Leibniz and create an information page about him. What were his thoughts on the 
cosmological argument? What were his thoughts on the universe being infinite? 

· Research David Hume and create a fact file about him. What were his thoughts on William Paley’s design 
argument? 

· Create an information page about the theory of evolution and the Big Bang. How are these two theories thought 
of within the Catholic Church? 

Catholic Ethos  

Pupils will learn to be faith-filled and hopeful through the understanding of what it 

means to believe in something that we cannot see because we have that faith that it 

exists. They will be able to express this faith through the study of the different theories 

about how the universe came to be and the different arguments for them. 

SMSVC/ Personal Development 

Understanding of where we came from. 

Understanding why we are all important and how we can show that we have been 

made in the image and likeness of God to ourselves and towards others. 

To understand why we need to care for our environment and how we can get involved. 

Cross Curricular Links 

Science – In depth look into the Big Bang Theory and the 

Theory of Evolution in comparison to the Creation 

account of Genesis and how the Catholic Church views 

scientific theories. 

History – Studying the history behind the different 

theories of the universe and the existence of God, as well 

as researching key people involved with these theories. 

Literacy – Through detailed answers and arguments 

about the different theories of the creation of the 

universe and extended pieces of writing throughout the 

unit. 

British Values 

Pupils will develop their understanding of individual 
liberty and how we should be respectful towards others 
because they are made in the image and likeness of God 
and that everyone is entitled to their own beliefs and 
faith.  

 

The unit encourages mutual respect and tolerance for 
those of different faiths and beliefs through identifying 

the different arguments people have for believing in 
scientific theories over religious belief. We also 
cover this through looking at the beliefs of different 
groups of people such as Fundamentalist Christians 
and Humanists. 
 

Careers 

Teacher  
Social worker  
Religious rights advocate  
Human rights advocate  
Child and youth worker  
Political consultant  
Community developer  
Charity Coordinator  

Lawyer 

Environmental worker 



Computing – Research into St Thomas Aquinas and his 

theories about the existence of God and what proof 

there is. 

 


