
 

 
 

St Bede’s Catholic Middle School 

“We are God’s children working together to be our best in love, learning, service and worship.” 

Religious Education Scheme of Work 

Curriculum intent for Religious Education: 

We are a Catholic school, and we are committed to the Catholic Faith, recognising and valuing every individual as special and unique in the image and likeness of God. Religious 

Education at St. Bede’s respects and promotes each child’s innate capacity for wonder, awe, reverence and spirituality. Our Religious Education curriculum leads our children to 

aspire not to have more, but to be more; children are taught about God’s love; they learn about their Christian responsibilities; children are provided with experiences of church, 

Catholic and Christian traditions, as well as being taught to be respectful and understanding of people and traditions from other faith backgrounds. Through Religious Education 

our children learn about their unique place within the home, school and parish community. 

Sequencing of 
the Curriculum 

Michaelmas 1 – How do I know what is right or wrong?  
Michaelmas 2 – How do I meet the challenge to live justly? 
Lent 1 - What are the beliefs and traditions of Judaism?  

Lent 2 – Why are relationships important? 
Trinity 1 – What are the principles of Catholic Social Teaching? 
Trinity 2 -  What are the beliefs and traditions of Islam?  

Progression 
Model 

What knowledge will pupils develop? (Including Key Terminology) 
 

Most pupils will be able to explain how people make moral decisions in 
their lives and what can influence our decision making. They will be able 
to describe what Catholics use to help make their moral decisions and the 
advantages and disadvantages of using these sources. Pupils will be able 
to understand the term forgiveness and analyse Biblical scripture about 
the importance of forgiveness. Pupils will be able to identify the difference 
between a crime and a sin, as well as be able to describe the difference 
between a venial and mortal sin. Pupils will consider the arguments on 
Capital Punishment and make links to Biblical scripture. They will also 
understand the term free will and the different arguments about free will 
and their causes for evil and suffering in the world. 
 
Some pupils will be able to identify different sources and influences on our 
moral decision making and some key stories and teachings in the Bible 
that could support our moral development. Pupils will be able to name the 

What skills will pupils develop? (Including literacy and numeracy) 
 

Show a coherent understanding of faith, religion and belief using a variety of 
sources and evidence, such as through the Four Sources of Authority and the 
principle of Natural Law. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Show a coherent understanding of the impact of a belief system on the way of 
life of individuals, communities and societies.  

 
Express insights into the reasons for their own and other's beliefs and values and 
the challenges of belonging to a religion.  

 
Explain with reference to religious beliefs their own and others answers to 
questions on meaning.  

 



 

Lesson Objectives 

· What are morals? 

· How do Catholics make moral decisions? 

· What is a Conscience and how does it help us to make moral 
decisions? 

· What is natural law and how does it help us make moral 
decisions? 

· What are the Biblical teachings on moral decision making? 

· What does living by the greatest commandments look like? 

· Crime and sin. Are they the same? 

· Capital Punishment. Should it be made legal? 

· What does the Bible teach about forgiveness? 

Keywords 

Bible, Church, Situation ethics, Conscience, synderesis, natural law, influence, commandments, The Beatitudes, 

crime, sin, relative morality, absolute morality, evil, freedom, suffering, venial sin, mortal sin, state of Grace, St 

Augustine, John Mackie 

Ideas of how parents can support children in this unit 

· Attend a mass as a whole family. 

· Discuss with your children what they have been learning about in school and share your own opinions and 
beliefs on the subjects. 

· Share own personal experiences of making difficult moral decisions and what influenced your decisions. 

· Discuss situations where you have had found it hard to forgive someone. Why? What helped you to make your 
decision? 

Marking/ Assessment of this unit 

Books will be monitored and marked on a regular basis to assess pupils knowledge and understanding. Teachers 

will mark in detail extended pieces of writing and pupils will also produce one piece of work self-assessed using 

Traffic light punctuation. Pupils will have an assessment to assess their knowledge and understanding of what has 

been covered during the topic.  

two greatest commandments and how we should forgive others. They will 
be about the describe what capital punishment is and give a simple 
description of a crime and a sin. 
 
More able pupils will show a deeper understanding of how we make moral 
decisions and explain how things like our conscience and Situation Ethics 
can be heavily influenced by the way we are raised and the people we 
associate with. Pupils will analyse the limits to our forgiveness and how 
not forgiving someone can impact our own lives and wellbeing. They will 
show a deeper understanding or mortal and venial sins and how this 
separates us from our grace with God, but also how we can return to this 
state. Pupils will be able to explain the different arguments on free will 
and evaluate the biggest causes of evil and suffering in the world today.  

Express creatively, linguistically or through other media, how reflection and 
contemplation can give people insights into their own lives and their 
relationships with God.  

 
Development of cross curricular Literacy skills through answering questions in 
detail and using scripture to support their arguments and through the 
composition of extended writing, such as a speech about Capital Punishment. 



· Are there limits to forgiveness? 

· What is the problem of evil and suffering? 

· What does the Bible teach about suffering? 

· What are the Christian responses to evil and suffering? 

· What is the Free Will Defence argument? 

· What is Christian Aid? 

 

Virtual Curriculum and Extension ideas 

· Watch ‘The Green Mile’ as a link to Capital Punishment and its legalisation in the UK. How does the story affect 
your thoughts and opinions on Capital Punishment. 

· Read the book of Job in the Bible and think about what it teaches us about suffering. Is this a useful for teaching 
us about suffering and why we suffer? Write an answer to the question. 

. Create a mobile to represent the four sources of authority Catholic use when making moral decisions. Include an 
image to represent each source and the advantages/disadvantages of each source. 

. Create an information poster about the different views on Free Will. What does Free will mean? How does this 
explain why there is evil and suffering in the world? Who are the main arguers for each side? 

Catholic Ethos  

Pupils will learn to be compassionate and loving by thinking about the different moral 

decisions they face in their life and what influences their decisions. They will look at 

Situation Ethics and how are decisions should be made to achieve the most amount of 

love. They will also look at forgiveness and Capital Punishment and analyse whether 

more compassion should be shown when we do something wrong. 

SMSVC/ Personal Development 

Understand the importance of saying sorry when we have done something wrong to 

someone else. 

To offer forgiveness when someone has wronged us and they have said sorry. 

To understand the importance of making the right choices and what can influence us to 

make the wrong choices. 

Cross Curricular Links 

Art – Poster about the two greatest commandments and 

how we can demonstrate this in our lives. 

History – Looking at the history behind capital 

punishment and its abolishment. 

Geography – identifying the countries around the world 

that still have the death penalty and the statistics for 

these countries. 

Computing – researching the work of Christian Aid and 

what they do to support people affected my moral and 

natural evil. 

British Values 

Through this unit, pupils will identify the importance of 

respecting individual liberty to live as they choose and 

how they make moral decisions.  

They will also understand how to show mutual respect 

and tolerance to people who have a different background 

or live a different lifestyle to their own. 

Careers 

Teacher 

Social worker 

Civil servant 

Charity officer 

Journalist 

Solicitor 

Youth worker 

 

 


