
 

 
 

St Bede’s Catholic Middle School 

“We are God’s children working together to be our best in love, learning, service and worship.” 

Religious Education Scheme of Work 

Curriculum Intent for Religious Education:  

We are a Catholic school, and we are committed to the Catholic Faith, recognising and valuing every individual as special and unique in the image and likeness of God. Religious 

Education at St. Bede’s respects and promotes each child’s innate capacity for wonder, awe, reverence and spirituality. Our Religious Education curriculum leads our children to 

aspire not to have more, but to be more; children are taught about God’s love; they learn about their Christian responsibilities; children are provided with experiences of church, 

Catholic and Christian traditions, as well as being taught to be respectful and understanding of people and traditions from other faith backgrounds. Through Religious Education 

our children learn about their unique place within the home, school and parish community. 

Sequencing of 
the Curriculum 

Michaelmas 1 – How do I know what is right or wrong? 
Michaelmas 2 – How do I meet the challenge to live justly? 
Lent 1 - What are the beliefs and traditions of Judaism? 

Lent 2 – Why are relationships important? 
Trinity 1 – What are the principles of Catholic Social Teaching? 
Trinity 2 - What are the beliefs and traditions of Islam? 

Progression 
Model 

What knowledge will pupils develop? (Including Key Terminology) 
 

Most pupils will have an understanding of what the Sanctity of life means 
and what this suggests about how we treat other people and animals. 
They will be able to understand the religious and non-religious views for a 
range of controversial issues, from abortion and Euthanasia to genetic 
engineering and animal testing. They will make links between the different 
controversial issues and the scripture quotes that go against them, as well 
as how they go against the teaching of the Sanctity of life. Pupils will 
evaluate historical and recent events on the different issues throughout 
the unit and evaluate how they go against the Sanctity of life. 
 
Some pupils will be able to describe how the sanctity of life relates to all 
life being important. They will be able to name things that we can do to 
show how all life is important and the things that happen to show not all 
life is considered important. They will be able to name some controversial 

What skills will pupils develop? (Including literacy and numeracy) 
 

Show a coherent understanding of faith, religion and belief using a variety of 
sources and evidence.  

 
Show a coherent understanding of the impact of a belief system on the way of 
life of individuals, communities and societies.  

 
Express insights into the reasons for their own and other's beliefs and values and 
the challenges of belonging to a religion.  

 
Explain with reference to religious beliefs their own and others answers to 
questions on meaning.  

 
Express creatively, linguistically or through other media, how reflection and 
contemplation can give people insights into their own lives and their 
relationships with God. 



 

Lesson Objectives 

· What are Human Rights? 

· Who are Amnesty International? 

· What is the Sanctity of life? 

· What is war and conflict? 

· What is Just War Theory? 

· What are the religious views on Pacifism? 

· What are the religious views on Terrorism? 

· What are the religious views on nuclear weapons? 

· What are the religious views on abortion? 

· What are the religious views on Euthanasia? 

· What are the religious views on fertility treatment? 

Keywords 

Human rights, declaration, Amnesty International, sanctity of life, sacred, Imago Dei, War, peace, conflict, Just 

War Theory, St Thomas Aquinas, Pacifism, Quakers, Pax in Christi, Terrorism, cyber terrorism, bio terrorism, 

religious terrorism, eco terrorism, nuclear weapons, Hiroshima, Nagasaki, abortion, termination, euthanasia, 

assisted suicide, fertility treatment 

Ideas of how parents can support children in this unit 

· Discuss some of the articles of human rights – which do we think is the most important? Why? 

· Share your opinions and ideas about war and whether it can ever be truly justified. Do you think war is needed? 
When? 

· Read through old newspaper articles about different terrorist attacks that have taken place around the world. 
What form of terrorism is it? How do these acts make you feel? 

· Discuss your ideas and opinions on some of the controversial world issues we have covered during the unit e.g 
abortion, euthanasia, fertility treatment and animal testing 

Marking/ Assessment of this unit 

Pupil’s work will be monitored and marked throughout the unit, providing feedback and extra challenge to really 

push pupils understanding of the topic. Pupils will complete many extended pieces of writing throughout the unit 

which will be marked in detail and assessed for the extent of their knowledge and understanding such as speech 

on Euthanasia and a letter about the problems with animal testing, relating to scripture and Biblical teachings. 

issues that go against the Sanctity of life teaching and some Bible 
teachings that teach about the importance of all life. 
 
More able pupils will show a deeper understanding of the Sanctity of life 
and ask more questions about how this relates to different issues into 
today’s society. They will make clear and detailed links between the 
Sanctity of life and issues such as, abortion, Euthanasia, War, nuclear 
weapons and animal testing, as well as express their own views an 
opinions, relating it back to Biblical teachings and scripture. They will 
evaluate what this means for their own actions and treatment of other 
people and animals. 

 
Analysis of statistics to measure the impact of an event or treatment on society 
and the sanctity of human life. 
 
Development of Literacy skills through the interpretation of scripture and 
through extended pieces of writing, such as a speech on Euthanasia. 
 



· What are the religious views on animal testing? 

 

Virtual Curriculum and Extension ideas 

· Conduct some research into some famous wars – identify the causes of the wars, what impact did this have on 
people’s sanctity of life. 

· Create a fact file on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. When did this happen? Why did this happen? What were the after 
affects of this event on the country and people. 

· Research and create an information leaflet about Pax in Christi and the role they play in ending wars around the 
world. 

· Research and create a timeline about the history of animal testing. When did this form of testing begin? How 
has the testing of animals changed through out the years? Why? 

Catholic Ethos  

Pupils will learn to be faith-filled and hopeful through looking at historical events that 

impacted the belief in the Sanctity of Life and how by raising awareness of these issues, 

changes have already been made. Pupils will learn that if we carry on teaching these 

issues and having faith in society, we can be hopeful that changes will still be made and 

society as a whole will be more just. 

SMSVC/ Personal Development 

To respect the beliefs and opinions of other people. 

To be able to express own opinions on controversial issues without fear or judgement. 

To understand the importance of treating people and animals with respect and 

consideration. 

Cross Curricular Links 

Art – Poster about the criteria that would make a war 

‘just’, ensuring they give examples of what this would 

look like in practice. 

History – Identifying the key historical information about 

key events that affected the Sanctity of life teaching e.g 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

Geography – Identifying where key events that affected 

the Sanctity of Life took place using maps. 

Numeracy – Use of statistical information to analyse the 

impact of disasters or treatment. 

British Values 

Through this unit, pupils will identify the importance of 

respecting individual liberty to live as they choose and 

the opinions they have on some on the controversial 

issues in the world. 

They will also understand how to show mutual respect 

and tolerance to people who have a different background 

or live a different lifestyle to their own. 

Careers 

Teacher 

Lawyer 

Social worker 

Civil servant 

Charity officer 

Journalist 

Solicitor 

Animal rights activist 

Youth worker 

 


