
 

 

 
 

St Bede’s Catholic Middle School 

“We are God’s children working together to be our best in love, learning, service and worship.” 

Departmental Scheme of Work – Year 8 Textiles 

Curriculum Intent in Design and Technology:   Through design and technology, all pupils are given the opportunity to develop their individual 

character and skills in the subject. By following the process from design to evaluation in quality planned and delivered lessons, pupils can 

explore a range of materials, machinery, food and textiles whilst incorporating and consolidating their own personality in their projects.   

Sequencing of 
the Curriculum 

Main Project – Soft toy 
Christmas Project – Christmas Cake project 

Progression 
Model 

What knowledge will pupils develop? (Including Key Terminology) What skills will pupils develop? (Including literacy and numeracy) 
Research  

• What existing soft toys are available on the market through secondary research. What 
material are they made from, what processes have been used? 

• What do we mean by an aesthetic feature and how has this been incorporated in a 
range of existing products? 

• What do we mean by function and how has this been demonstrated in existing 
products? 

• The importance of a design brief and specification and to consider a key audience. 

Design  
• How to render their designs to create a three-dimensional effect 

• How to work collaboratively to produce, modify and fuse designs with annotations 

• How to consider a wider range of materials and making processes 

Make 
• How to create their own template with seam allowance instead of using a pre-printed 

template. 

• Understanding the most effective sewing method for each stage of their make. 

• Recapping Health and safety of equipment such as sewing machines and irons  

Evaluate 
• How to self-critique and evaluate their design and product in a constructive way 

• How to carry out market research for their product so as to modify their design for 
improvements. 

Research 
• Using a computer and the internet to carry out more in-depth secondary research. 

Can pupils find out any product information such as material or size. 

• Independently compile a design brief by considering ahead to their make and what 
skills or research they may need to undertake to carry out their plan. 

Design 
• Working collaboratively, communicating with others and feeding back to their peers 

whilst being constructive.  

• Understanding how others input can positively influence their own design and how 
they can influence others 

• How to render their design to create the effects of different materials. 

Make  
• Hand sewing techniques, using a sewing machine and possibly the embroidery 

machine. 
• Creating a template with seam allowance 

• Cutting material from a template 

Evaluate 
• How to be self-critical about their work without being negative 

• How to complete market research for a product whilst considering target audience 

• How to use this information to modify their initial design for future makes. 
 



Lesson Objectives 
1. To understand the stages of the design task - research, design, 

make, evaluate. To research on the internet using a variety of 

websites for ideas for their soft toys then to use computer 

presentation techniques to record their ideas. 

2. To develop one of their own design ideas, and to help others to 

develop their ideas then to produce a detailed plan of their own 

design. 

3. To learn to design pattern pieces, considering how many pieces 

they will need, the symmetry of their design and sewing borders 

where appropriate.  

4.Learn to pin and cut out material accurately using their own 

tracing paper patterns and to apply these skills successfully.  

5. To understand the health and safety issues of using the 

equipment in textiles and how to use the sewing machines 

successfully. 

6. To be reminded of how to hand sew and sew on buttons and to 

apply these skills successfully. 

 4.To be reminded of how to use the sewing machine and to sew 

more complicated shapes and to apply these skills successfully. 

7 & 8. To continue to use and apply the skills learnt to successfully 

complete their soft toy. Including the safe, sensible use of the glue 

gun, and how to stuff and oversew. 

9. To reflect on their design and make, evaluating their product, 

thinking about how it could be improved and commenting on how 

they worked and the new skills they have learnt.   

Keywords 

Research, Design, Make, Evaluate, Pins, Needle, Thread, Material, Felt, cutting out scissors, Iron, Sewing Machine, Buttons, 

Stuffing, Glue-gun, seam allowance, applique, render, collaborate 

Ideas of how parents can support children in this unit 

Provide the materials requested in the letter sent home by the date on the letter (cotton or polycotton new or recycled 

material to make their toy and appropriate materials eg. felt, ribbon, buttons, badges etc. for their accessories/decoration). 

These can be items you already have at home, old clothes or spare bed linen. If you would like to purchase material, consider 

using charity shops to reuse old clothes.  

Get your child to notice the different fabrics that things are made from around the home and discuss the properties of those 

fabrics that make them appropriate to that product. 

Watch Sewing Bee    

Marking/ Assessment of this unit 

Pupils will assess their own performance through on-going review and evaluation of their work. Teachers will give verbal 

feedback to each pupil during lessons. Teachers will log and record each pupils’ ability to use equipment and machinery in a 

safe manner through a passport. Pupils that do not show this or miss the demonstration are unable to partake until they 

have been shown to ensure safe and appropriate use. 

At the end of each project teachers will formally assess each pupil’s portfolio of evidence and finished product. 

Virtual Curriculum and Extension ideas 

Complete any outstanding lesson paperwork. 

Watch Sewing Bee 

Use commercially produced kits to make other sewn products eg. puppets. 

Sew on their own school colours and buttons! 

Practice using a sewing machine if one is available within the extended family. 

Learn to knit or crochet from someone in the family or youtube 

Catholic Ethos  

Pupils will work together in this more practical way of learning and help one another to fulfil our 

catholic virtues. Being compassionate when new skills are hard to grasp, being attentive when 

new skills are being demonstrated and being curious as they strive to create their own designs 

and templates in the presence of God.  

SMSVC/ Personal Development 

Pupils gain experience in producing their own ideas/designs bringing them life in the form of a 

soft toy working on their development of pride and dedication to a problem. 

It is encouraged that pupils use recycled materials demonstrating the importance of reusing 

goods, recycling, and upcycling rather than replacing. 

Cross Curricular Links 

Art: Designing the product- this links to the skills used in the 

"Manga and Anime" project.  

Science - properties of materials taught in lower school 

English - during this unit, children write evaluations of their 

products 

Maths - Measuring skills as used throughout whole curriculum 

in maths. Geometry and measure also applicable with this area. 

British Values 

Tolerance – Pupils will create for a target audience and 

therefore consider the needs and view of others over 

themselves 

Mutual respect- pupils will work collaboratively and consider 

each other’s viewpoints with respect and maturity 

 

Careers 

Pupils to consider further careers for textiles and elaborate on 

those mentioned previously.  

Careers such as kit designing for sports, materials used in 

motor racing clothes for their protective properties, doll/soft 

toy manufacture, aircraft interior, home interior etc. 

 


